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JT Am very ſure, 355 i 

be unacceptable to yau voy 
| Ys to the promoting of Religion 
_ and reviving the decay'd Spirit, o 
Piety. I know with, bow mus 
Compaſſion and Concern you behold 
the Prophaneneſs of the preſent Age, 
how vigoronſly you oppoſe it, and 
how truly and ſincerely you. Mourn 
for it. And therefore I could not 
tell to whom I ſhould rather dedicate 
theſe Papers, than to you, by whom 


I know. ey will be kindly receiv'd ; NM | 


if for no other Reaſon, yet for chis, 
that they were well and honeſtly de- 


ſign'd, and aim at a Great and No- 
kenn 9 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


I do not intend to make a long 
Epiſtle, b ut only to let you ſee, by 
theſe few rude Lines, that wherever 
Iam, or whatever I am doing, you 


are ſtill in my Thoughts; an more | 
eſpecially then, when Jam engag'd 
in any Religious Work, it being al- 
moſt impoſfible to think of Religion, 
and not to think of you, m / areſſo 


nearly related to her. But! hate a- 


ny thing that Iooks like Flattery, eſ- 


ecially bet een Friends, 46 ere- 
ore 1 ſhall add 1 no more, b 0 at] 


can add with a great deal pf Sincerir 


ty, that I'wiſh you all the Happineſs 
7 borh of this and another World. and 


that I'ſhall always rejoyce, when, 1 
can meet with an Opportunity of, 


ſhewing you how much lam, 


Pour faithful Friend,” 
and humble Servant. 
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PREFACE. 


q W 0 things are EA ex- 
|  petted from the Author of every 
Book. Firſt, That he ſhould tell the 
World why he wrote i; 5 aud Serondly, 
how hee has 275 it. 
very ſorry Wy 77 am able to 
2 


oo a Reaſon for the 1 of 
4 


of this I am; and ] heartily 


there had been no occaſion. for it 
the gener al neg left of Devotion that is 


tuo viſible, calls loudly for it, and makes 


al Apologies for MITT on this Sab. 
Jt weealeſs.. 4 
When I confider'd with my ſelf how 


Title Devotion # expreſſed in Publick, 


where it is Mens IntereſÞ ſometimes to 


put on a Form of Goalineſs ; I could 
not help making this unhappy Inference, 
rhat ere could be W any keft in the 


- Cloſet, 


— * 


— 


- 
— 


10 me, 


and yet it was too plain to be dubeliexv d. 


| ſome way to revive the ancient Spirit 
of Devotion, and to bring Cloſet- Reli. 
1 into Faſhion? Thi 5 did 


{ 


| The Preface. 


| Cloſes, where only God and our oy 
Souls ſee what we do, For how can me 
imagine that Men, who will wor vouch- 
ſafe to ſhew common Civility to Religi- 
on in publick,, where it may be for their 
Intereſt to do it, ſhould receive her 
into their Retirements, and make her 
their familiar and. 5 om Friend ? 
This Ns and melancholy: Reflection 

wes unwilling to believe it, 


What then ſhould I do? Should: 7 7 
ftill and bewail in private this De 


Piety? Or ſhould I not rather Hales 


beſt become me, and this could. be _ 
noother may, than by endeavauring, ir 
4 publick Writing toconvince the World 
of the Danger they were in, by the neg- 
lect of the Cloſet. Duties, and | conſequent- 
ty of the Neeeſſit ty that lay upon them, if 


they would get out of their Danger, to 


be more exact and frequent in the Per- 


formance of them for the future, than 
they have hitherto Rn. a And 
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ceſſary thaw. the "keeping" up 


| Cloſer: Religion in rhe. Morii ; for if 
i- bis once fails, a will ſobm rate 
i er Leave of u Publiol. Religion 
er ey be, and I fer; oſten is, onlyatted 


vn Mori dly lntereſt; and conſiſts in aur. 
is Religious in his Cloſet, muſt he ſo up- 
on true Principles; for nothing can en- 
gage him to be Religious there, but 4 
true Senſe of his Obligations to ſerve and 
fear God, not for any Worldly Ena, but 
upon 4 much better account, purely to 
pleaſe God, and to ſave his own Soul. _ 
Thus much for the Occaſion of Wri- 
ting this Book. As to the Manner o ; 
Writing it, I have only this to ſay, 
That it is written with all the Plainneſs 
and Simplicity imaginable, and with as 


ture would bear. IS 
One thing more I deſire the Reader to 
take notice of, and that is, That I de- | 
fd not this Book for the ordinary 
= People, but for thoſe who are in ſome 
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much Brevity as 4 Diſcourſe of this Va- 4 
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vhenefare I bavepreſarit'd much long, 
| Nowntiont, than are ſuitable to tho 
| Capdition of: Labouring: People, 


4 it is, to proſper it, and to grant 
5 ar, the mating Men. truly Pious 
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11 Won . le WT 
frequently. to Retire into 
our. Cloſets, - and the Du- 


ties there to be ples 
be 5 . 


Jy 


i 
.# 


'T being in vain to "ral to en of the 
Duties of the Cloſet, till they are 
thoroughly perſwaded, that there 
are ſuch Duties; I think it abſo- 
jutely neceſſary, before I proceed any far. 
ther, to ſhow the indiſpenſable Obligati- 
ons we lie under, frequently to retire in- 
to our Cloſets ; 'and, having taken our 
f Leaves of the W, orld for a time, wholly. 

to apply our ſelves to ſuch Acts of Rell 7 
gion as ſhall hereafter direct Men to, as 
moſt TI for that 1 N & 25 
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i "The INTRODUCTION. + 


ans in good earneſt,..if. 
0 we as __— 17 7 


. 


| ? alas! how-jb;it yoſhble 
Lion with God, Ai the 


—— 1 * — 
3 12 run ̃ , Ate he teh. i its 
i * 
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ſſmould be ſufficient only to put 
| mind, that they ate Chtiſtians; and, 
| E. we) oblig'd, even whilſt they Gorge ; 


| her hape their 
if - 770 1 1. yz pe hi. 


|| but ſeriouſly endeavour to 5 65 Chriſti 4 
they would reſolve} 


| "IF for the doing of this, methinks ! it 
4 


1 | they. would {qon ſee the nece 
||| mentinthariClilftianiCi 


8 ye Abr, 2 ee 3 
the: rrendfng, e £vgr id 15 Fm it 
God? If thetetore we de fe to 5 


Friends of God, if we would - EH) 
Converſation, it muſt be in our 1 — ; 
where, when we have ſhut out his. ire. 

i — Enemy the World, he: will moſt 
Fieely communicate himſelf to W © 
6 But, becauſe we find by ſad Experie , 
|| thatall the Arguments we can ;hcap tog 
ter, are ſcarce ſufficient to keep Men firm 
| HY and ſted faſt in their Duties; I ſhall not ett 

 farisfy'd with what 1 have faid, but pro- 
[|  ceed to ſhow the neceſſity 
ment from cheſe following Conſiderations. 
Firſt, From the Nature of ſeveral Chri, 
1 lian Duties, Which can be perform d no 


Men in 
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* 1 
N 
ul 

, "ns 
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Goſpel of Chriſt, 
chi of Rr 
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This 


of Cloſ ſet-retire- 


where 


The INTROD UCTION. itt 
here but in our Cloſets; ſo that we muſt _ 
ither be contented to leave them . wholly 
perform'd,. or elſe own. the abſolute ne- 
fly. of. rern into our (loſets, where 
charge e ourſelves of them. 
ding the Scrip- 

Divine Me- 


he Lead; 8 2 Duty Þ 
neceſſary, that without it, it is 

e to. pow what the Duties of a 
Ahriſtian are. For in theſe are the Condi-„ 
7 ons ph of our Eternal Happineſs contain d, 4 


elves. 
ible to per them, as we ought to do 
And in what place, I beſeech ye, ſhall we 


3 cad theſe Holy Oracles, upon which the 
N Eternal Salvation of our Souls and Bodies 
4 pans. Shall we ſatisfy, our Ka with 
1 looking them over in a crowd, and in com- 
e. Du If ſo, 1 think we ſhow very little 


Concern for our Immortal Souls, and [the Af⸗ 
fairs of another World, little indeed, even 
les than we expreſs for the trifling Affairs 
of this Life. For where ſhall we find a 
conſidering Man that will content himſelf 
witha Night View of any Deed or Writing, 
1 Which his — 84 Eſtate depends? 

Will not t Men! in this Caſe withdraw them- 
k * * 


edo not take care to acquaint our 
te 13, we ſhall never be 


+» Wis _— ; — 
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ſelves from Company, and with the great. 
eſt Care and Attention imaginable overlook 
their Wrirings, and weigh every Word theyf 
read, for fear they ſhould commit any O. 
_ verhghr or Miſtake? And is the Soul then 
"Gf leis value than the Body? Or is our eter - 
"nal Inherftance-in:'the Heavens leſs worth] 
looking after than the ſhort-liy'd Riches 
"of this Wofld'? No certainly: We can 
never read that Book, in which are con- 
*rain'd the Conditions of Immortal Life, 
with Care and Attention enough. We can 
never need ſo much to be void of Diftur- 
bance and Diſtraction, as when we are go- 
ns to acquaint our ſelves with the narrow 
ay that leads to everlaſting Happineſs; 
and to learn how we may avoid that broa 
and well-beaten Way which leads to ever- 
laſting Ruin and DeſtruQtion. No Mi- 
ſtake can be of like fatal Conſequence, 
with a Miſtake in this Point; and there- 
fore now, if ever, ought we to free our 
ſelves from all Worldly Incumbrances, and 
to wichdraw into ſome private place, 
where, with undiſturb' and watchful 
= Thoughts, we may peruſe this important 
=... Book of Life and 5% 1 ee af wha 
F - Secondly. Another Duty proper to the | 
& Cloſer, is Self-examination. . A Duty of 
Flat great Uſefulneſs ro Chriſtians, _ | 
1 * | . ; er 
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The INTRODITCTION. y- 
great er to the managing their Converſationa- | 
rlookWeht ; that, had we no expreſs Comm! 
t God: for. the Pertormunce pf it, as we; | 
would oblige us to it. 
And this can no where be perfo 


tm d but 
our Cloſets: For it requires the greateſt 
\ttention of Mind, the greateſt ſeriouſneis 
nd frxedneſs of Thought, thar we can po- 
ibly attain to. It is a ſtating. of Accompts 
etween God and our awn Souls; and if 
aro? Careleſneſs we happen to commit a 
Miſtake in this our Reckoning, the Conſe- 
uence of ſuch a Miſtake may perchance be 
20 leſs than the eternal Ruin of our Souls 
and Bodies. = u. — Ie ; 
US we Work, we ought to bid adieu 
0 abend Cres Perplexities, to free 
our Thoughts from all Buſineſs of this Life, 
and wholly to apply our ſelves to this great 
Affair. And this is no more than what we 
our ſelves own to be neceſſary, by our con- 
ſtant Proceedings in our Worldly Concerns. 
The Merchant, when he has a mind to ſettle 
his Accompts, ſhuts himſelf up cloſe, and 


whatſoever. And ſhall we then grudge to 
beſtow that Care upon our Souls, which 
we ſo freely undertake for our Bodies? 
Shall our paltry Accompts of this Life, 
WI 9 wp 9 


will not be diſturb'd upon any account 


r 
oy 


o 
5, 


ro «ae 


vi The INTRODUCTION. 
wherein a Miſtake is of no great Conſe. 
- quence, make us call together all our Care 
and Attention, and ſequeſter our ſelves from 
finiſh'd > And ſhall we think it hard to 
ous 2 little time in private, in ſtating | 
us grand Accompt-between God and our | 

own Souls? No ſurely: If we have any 
Reaſon in us, as we. 8 to have, we 
ſhall never diſpute it. But, whether we diſ- 
pute it or no, it's moſt certainly our Duty 
ſtequently thus to examine our ſelves with 
de ęrxeateſt Strictneſs and Exactneſs imagi- 
ts nable, and conſequently, it's our Duty fre- 
vently to retire into our Cloſets, where 
alone we can be at leiſure to attend this 
as proper to the Cloſet, was Divine Medi- 
tation, or the Contemplation of God and 
Divine Objects; which is a very conſide- 
rable part of that Heavenly Converſation: | 
which Chriſtians are oblig d to. 

And now certainly Men ought to ſhake 
off all Earthy Filth and Droſs, when their 
Souls are preparing to mount to Heaven; 

for theſe willhinderand retard their Aſcent; 


cep 
fen. 


d 2 . ? "as 
- LIED ** 2 , 
„„ e 


at leaſt, they will make their Motion leſs. 

- brisk and lively 3. nay, perhaps they will be 
ſuch a dead weight 6 
N 4 Keep 


TD INTRODUCTION. vii 
eep it from aſcending at all towards Hea- 
ren. When therefore we would fer apart 
n Wny time for this Duty, we muſt, as were, 
o out of this lower World, that is, we muſt 
or 2 8 ſelves, as much as we 
an from the Thoughts of this World, ot any 
hing belonging to it. And the only way to 
do this, is to retire into ſome private place, 
where there ſhall be no variety of Worldly 
Odzedts to divert and diſtradt our Affections; 
but our Thoughts ſhall be free and diſen- 
gag d, and fully and entitely fix d upon the 
glorious Objects of Heaven. Solitude is a 
voi 

ow. Ainds off from thoſe mean ObjeQs, 
which the Affairs of the World generally 
preſents to us, and makes them fit to ſoar 
aloft, and to contemplate ſuch Objects as 
are much more noble; and more agreeable 
to our Rational Faculties. But the World is 
an utter Enemy to any thing that is good; 


it ſelf; and it's in vain to think of Heaven 
without renouncing Earth. Adieu theretone 
thou perpetual Enemy of all Chriftian Du- 
ties, but more eſpecially of Religious Me- 
ditation. Behold! I leave and forſake thee, 
that I may cleave entirely to my God that 
my Thoughts and Affections may follow 
him alone, and that I may feaſt my ſelf 
Z 00 , ONES” FR 
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t Friend to Devotion; for it takes 


it ties our Thoughts and Affections faſt tio 
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with the ſweet and comfortable Conten 
plation of Him and his Glories. 
Thus muſt every Chriſtian ſay, who i 
tends to perform the Duties I have bee 
treating ot. For they all require great car: 
and thoughtfulneſs, and therefore are only 
fit works for that Place, where Men uſu: 
ally, that ever conſider, call their thoughts 
together, I mean the Cloſe. 
But, beſides the Duties juſt mention d, 
which are proper only to the Cloſer; there 
are others both Publick and Private: That 
is, fuch as are to be perform'd by us, both 
publickly in our Churches and Families, 
nnen in our Cloſets to. 
Of this ſort are Confeſſion of Sins, 
Prayer, Thankſgiving and - Humiliation, 
or Mourning, both for our own/and other | 
Mens Sins. Theſe are by all allow'd to be 
Duties of the Church and Family; and I ? 
make no Sou bur that they will ;- 1.4 - 
to be Duties of rhe Cloſet too, to all who i! 
give themſelves leave to conſider what fol- 


2755.10. | 
Firſt, That every Man has particular 
Sins to confeſs, particular Bleſſings to ask, 
particular Mercies to give thanks for, and 
particular Failings both of his on and 
«other Mens to bewail; which there neither 


— 


ought to be, nor indeed can there be, any 
N e pro- 
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hurch, or Family. ak 3 
There ought to be no proviſion for them, 
cauſe, if it could be, it would be a thing 
very ill conſequence. It would oblige 
ö to reveal all, even our moſt hidden faults - 
> the World; to publiſh all our wants 
nd ties, of what natute ar kind fo- 


oo 
bee 
Cate 
Only 
uſt 
8hts 


nd, ver; to make known to every body, who. 
gere ere the greateſt Favourſtes of Heaven, 
hat ind received the largeſt Gifts from God, 
oth which to fay no more of it, would be very 


f 


nconvement. _ | GP 
But, beſides the inconvenience, it's a 
thing impracticable; for it's impoſſible to 
make any publick Form of Prayer, which * 
ſhall ſuire. all Mens particular and private 
Occafions. And therefore our Publick Con- 
feſſions, Prayers, Thankſgivings and Humi- 
liations, all run in General Terms, which 


S, 


_—_ but will not anſwer all their private 
occations. Every Day almoſt brings ſome 
new unforeſeen accident upon us, which -' 
could not poſhbly be provided for in oar 
Publick Devotions. And beſides, the parti- 
cular and caſual wants of Men, and their 


2 on 4 


oviſion made for in the Devotionsof the 


are ſuitable to the common conditions of © 


particular Sins and Mercies, are ſo numerous 


and various, that were it Ppoſſible to reckon 
them up, and to digeſt them under proper : 
, WA & 6 q B 5 i | eads, 5 1 


Heads, and inſert them into our publick {Witt 


; AR) 9 * 0 2 
+ + - 3A) N 4 7 2 4 1 SY 
INS * N 


N „. 
* 


Fw 8 — — - = 1 8 = _— 2 
* 2 : _ SEA” 4 * "iſ 


Devotions, it would make them endleſs. Miel. 
The Cloſet therefore is the proper place 
for theſe Duties. Here every private Man 
has time enough for this Work, and may 
do It without the leaſt Inconvenience.. Here | 
he may ſafely acknowledge his molt ſecret 
Sins, and not ſuffer in his Reputation, by 
this his Acknowledgment. Here he need 
not be aſham'd to own all his Wants and | 
Neceſſities, and to ask a Supply for them. 
Here he may freely return Thanks to God 
tor all his Mercies, without being envy'd 
tor them. Laſtly, Here he may pour out 
his Soul in Tears and Lamentations for . 
his own and other Mens Sins, and need | 
not fear being derided for them. {| 
But, that theſe are Duties of the Clo- 
ſet, as well as of the Church and Family, 
will appear farther. 
Secondly, From the Practice of infpird 
Men of Old „ who conſtantly perform'd- 
theſe Duties in private, as well as in pub- 
lick. Thus we may find Daniel making a 
Confeſſion of his Sins in private, Dan. 9. 
Thus David, Damel, Sr. Peter, St. Paul, 
nay, and our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf too, 
offer d up their Petitions to God in private, 
45 we may read, El. 55.17. Dan. 6. 10. 
Ad, 10. 9. 1 Cor. 22. 8. Epbeſ. 7 
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go, of pious Feremah weep 
1 for the * of kis People, 


8 we may read Zerem. the 13. 17. 90. . * 
if any — e for = 


om. the Exam- - | 

of Men, 4 4 from thoſe oß 
i Men, ae were immediately di- 
ted by God's Jie: Spirit, there juſtly, - | 
may ) We Mat here a plain and cogent 
Argument, for the Performance of theſe 
Duties in private, taken not only from the 2 
Examples of good Men, but of Men in- 
ſpir d; nay, of Chriſt hi net, er =; 


God as well as Man. a 
Thirdly.) We have 3 Don S 
8 the Performance * 9 
theſe Duties in priva aden ä 
were there no other r bl n, this ie woul I 
be ſufficient. Thus Mas. 6. 15 But than, 
when thou prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet, * I 
when thou baft fhut the P 10 a 
Father which is in ſecret. Where the word: 
Pray is to be taken in it's largeſt Senſe, as 
comprehending Confeſſion and Thankſgi- 
virig. 7 For theſe being the conſtant Compa- 
nions of our Prayer, (tho they are not, pro- 
perly {peaking, parts of 1 it, the word _— 4 
| . 
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| very uſual both in Scripture, © and in the 
Writings of Holy Men, to conclude both 


I Tim. 2. 8. I will therefore that men pray 
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our Cloſets; that there are others, which 


muſt be perform'd there alſo, as we learn, 


=  lutely neceſſary for every Man tb ſet apart 
= ſome time for the Wo 
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fignifying only a Petition or Requeſt) it's 


theſe under the 


ame of Prayer. Again, 
every where; not only in the Church, and 
in help Families, bur in their Colne alſo. 

The Summ of what has been ſaid is this; 
That there are ſeveral Religious Duties 
which can be perform'd no where but in 


are indeed to be perform'd elſewhere, but 
from Reaſon, the Examples of _ Men, 


and the Commands of God himſ 
From hence I conclude, that it is abſo- 


fore ume ip of God in Pri- 
vate, here he may be at leiſure'to perform 
above-mention'd Duties. 


* 


— 


> 7 ® 4 5 9 _ 
= 2 0 I n K enn 


* 1 


„ 0 ” 4 * . ; . F % : . ! ? A 


F » Oy 4 * 1 » ö 
o IF I ” — 
: 8 5 ; y & Ry * p 9 8 . 4 
* — , ; #--4 8 N HH A P. — 9 4 1 8 * 0 4 =— 
4 


89 1 r 6 C * * * 
+ ; k £ 41% 3% 24 3 


Sewing how. we ought 10 bebove | 
our ſelves, at our Fiſt « coming 
. oſets. © 2 34925 een 


ee how: you may be: 
have your ſelf in it, ſo as to be 
the berter for coming into it. And for this 
end, I would adviſe you, before you l 


f your ſelf to amy particular t 
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2 The DUTTES of the CLOSET. 


ſerioully upon theſe following Conſiderati- 
. 

Firſt, How inexcuſable all wandring 
ughts will he in this Place, The d 
gh gil 3 


* to gain an oppat- | 
tünity of wai Sub od witctdut diſtrac- 
tion. For this Reaſon, you have left your 
Buſineſs, forſakxen your Company, and with- 
drawn your felt from the World. You have 
now fig variety of earthly Objects to divert 


5 5 8 
your th ughtS i om Heaven; you are ſhut 
up from all the Charms and Temptations of 


this World, and may be as intent upon the 
affairs of another World as you pleaſe. Tis 
true, your Mind may go out of the Cloſet, 
and you may even when you àre there, be 
= as deeply immers'd in Worldly and ſenſual 
= Thoughts, as when you are in the midſt of 
Company. But it muſt be 55 own Fault, 
yo are ſo In our Publick Devotions we 
may meet with many accidental diverſions, | 
occaſion d by the great variety of outward 
ObjeQs that ſurround us; but we cannot 
plead this in our Retitements. If we keep 
our Minds within our Cloſets, we ſhall find 
it an eaſie matter to > wy ak 
jects as are proper for laces z and if 
ear them go out of them, and ramble à⸗ 
dout the World, it is not for want of powen 
and opportunity, but want of will and en- 
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avour, to reſtrain them. Reſolve there-" 
ore with thy ſelf io ſet a watch upon thy 
and to make ad vantage of thy 
eurer by ing up thy Mind,which: 
eaſily diſengage it ſelf om 
irth, to 8 Aſſure thy ſelf, that 
od will molt ſeverely puniſſyther, I thou 
eglecteſt this opportunity. of; ferving him 
with. free and un iRrated Thoughts, and 
therefore do not rang to let the World 
have any part of thy Soul, eren 
whole and entire ehh, nf 7 
1 ae how little all Hypo- 
pi fon ry willavailthee here. Io 
God TT dar lips, tobile out hearts 
are. jy Jaws bim, may 25 us ſome Service 
before Men, who- cannot fee into our 
Hearts; 5p s make us appear better to 
them than indeed we are, and ſo may de of 
advantage to us: But to Aen. where 
no body ſees us but God, ichs tryeih the: 
heart and reins, and underſt ander pb our 
| thoug bis a ar off, is an Argument of egte · 4 
gious Folly, and of great Imprudence. Men 
may poſſibly. think it worth their while, to 
552 on a Form of Godlineſs in their Publick: 
evotions, that by it they may obtain a 
good Reputation among Men, who: can 
Jjudg only by outward appearance: Bu in 
the Clolet, where God only ſees us, we 
Can 


. 


him 


| 1 can have no Temptation to it. 


bdecauſe all our time and pains will be 1 


I therefore and chy Heart go together, that 


Nay we 
have great Reaſon to avoid Infincerity here, 


if we only employ our ſelves ina ſuperfici 
Devotion. And it will be much better for 
us, never to pretend to worſhip God in 
= ourCloſets, than to deceive our ſelves with 

* a cold and careleſs, an external and heart- 
leſs worſhipping of him. Let thy Lips 


5 
y Pevotions, by ingratiating thy iel wirn 
Cod, who loves all ſuch as ſerve him in 
Truth and Sincerity. xy. 
- Thirdly and laſtly look upon thy Cloſet 
no more as an ordinary Room, but as the 
Temple of God; where he will be in a pe- 
culiar manner preſent, and take eſpecial 

notice of all thy Actions. And let this Con- 
fideration ſink ſo deep into thy Mind, that 
it may make thee fearful of doing any 
thing that is trifling or fooliſh, while you 
are engag d in the Service of God. Let a de- 


cent Reverence appear in all thy Actions, 


ſuch as thou would'ſt ſhow, if thou coul dit 

= 5 face to face. . he —_ not 

S vilibly appear to thee; yet he is nigh, v 

s nigh unto thee, and takes a more than 00 i 

nary Notice of thy Behaviour at this time. 

Tkheſe things I thought neceſſary * 
3 | mnie, 
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niſe, that Men-might e pate 3 
bligations they lye under to Heavenlys. 
indedneſs, Sincerity and a reverent Awe 
f God, in their Private Devotions. If they 
arry not theſe along with them, through 


| their Duties, they-cannor-periorm. them 
xcceptably ; and therefore it ———.— 
-zrneſtly to endeavour to put on theſe gra- 
cious diſpoſitions of Mind, before they pro: 
ceed to the Practice of particular Duties. 
And, that they may obtain theſe, and ſo 
perform their Duties, as they ought to do 
it will be very proper for them to beg God's 
1 in this, or ſome ſuch Form of 
ö ENI 00 ESR 
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Moly and ever Bleſſad Lord Gad, who 
oy 
O | 


baſt commanded me to wait upon thee 
in. ſecret, Grant that I may behave my ſelf 
fo in thy. preſence, that thou, who ſceſt in 
Secret, may ſt vouchſafe to reward me open. 
Take from me, O Lord, all worldly thoughts, 
and groe me grace ſo to ſet my affettions on 
thee and all things 'above, that none of the 
Charms or | Temptations of this World may 
be able to draw them down from thee. Eu- 
Spirit and enliuen my earthy drofſy- heart. 
that it may freely mount towards.thee 3 f 


that 
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not be e! wwirb @ rh ad tarclefe I 
a ans Fra hi leſs per ormance of them, 
= ; 55525 3 in the 2 a 
1 rge Ne 4 ypocri Ace- 

1 0 i 25 Grant I may 2 my approches 
#0 thee, —— & reuerence — —  anfwer- 
able o th awful Majefty, and that, while 
Tam in thy preſence, Þ may Freie) whith 
may diſhonour thee, or wound my own Soul, 
Bleſs me, O Lord, I pray rhie, i in this a 
exerciſe which I am now beginning, Grant 


that it may be a mean of 1mproving me in 

all 2 and 3 of el Forgive . 
A frailiet an eatons,. a be. 
nat. ftrid{ to murſt what-F. alldo anife; bar 


_ with — : 10 f . 
kindneſs... and acc 198 

12 for — ake - of Fe Jus Obrit aur 5 

N en Saviour. 


Having thus. beg d Gods Ales by g 
Pra yer, we may now, with — 1 
ably our ſelves to our particular Duties, 
fuch order and Method as I ſhall treat — 
them. And we need not doubt but that, if 
422 We 
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are careful in the perfotmance of our 
— God will beſtow his en upon 
2 * ot 5 2 
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Tegel . apply nel _ 
{ is ures; 
For this is the Ground-Workand Foundati- 
on of all our other Duties. The firit 
we are to do, is to learn the Will of 
_— the next to i. 


— e 
ont y | 
—xz let us rake theſe falowing 


. W io 


Maps ir ISS JOEY ö 
read; and this is no lefs than th of 
the Worl.of I 


God himſelf. » ray farther, it is 
Eternal Life. 53.0 
As it is the Word of Gol, it chullengeth 
1 rn eg 
181% great, 
that we cannot heat his words without the 
greateſt Awe-imaginables Behold! it is He 
bes errated ur by: tbe-breath af bis: 


| mouth, 


4 


"3" THe DUTTES of the CLOSET: Wl rP 
mouth, and ſaſtains is by the word of bi Th 
Poter. It is He, whoſe Voice can ſhake N 
Mountains, and make the whole Earth to 
tremble He, who is God over all, and gives 
Laws to the whole World, ſpeaks now to 
us with an Audible Voice; und therefore 
= Certainly it becomes us to hear what He faith 
wich Reverence. We dare not ſurely ſcoff 
at and deride his Words, who can in a mo- 
ment turn us into Hell for doing ſo: We 
dare not preſume - lightly to eſteem His 
Words, who is à God jealous of his Ho- 
nour, and will revenge all Aftronts offer d 
to hin, even to the Third and Fourth Gene- 
ration. No, we will receive them with ſuch. 


à a reſpect; as it becomes a poor, vile, _ 


dent Creature to ſhew. to hi 
ſerver and Law-giver. 6223-39; £9 29 
Secondly, Since it is God's Word; it de- 
ſerves to be read by us with the greateſt 
Care and Attention ble. When God 
ſpeaks, it is certai y worth our while to 
hearken to him; for, whatever infinite 
Wiſdom can ſay, muſt needs be of great 
uſe to Man. Hearken therefore unto the 
word of the Lord, -and incline thine ear un- 
to wiſdom, and apply thine heart unto un- 
dierſtanding. Reſolve before thou readeſt, 
heed fully to mind what thou readeſt, or elſe. 
| it will be better for thee not to read at all. 
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„ Thirdly. All God's Words muſt be be. 
yd. Whatſoever comes from him muſt 
true; for He is Truth ir ſelf and cannot 
e. He cannot be deceiv'd by 7 others,” net- 
er can He himſelf dece Arle . and 
Werefore we may firm n N 
er he faith, as infallibly true. 
true from the Ae Rich arr ; 
ind He that fent me is tut, faith our 
Blefled airy 2 2 * 
er; Nay, cannot 
7 27 St. Paul. He cannot be deceiv 
becauſe He is Omniſcient, and knoweth 
hings; nor can he deceive, becauſe ne is 
Truth it ſelf, and it is impoſſible for him 
to lye. Prepare thy Soul therefore to re- 
ceive whatever He faith, with a firm and 
art big „ 24 
w even 7 rut 
leg doubt of believing his his Words, 
Thou canſt not offer a greater affront unto 
him, than to diſ-believe him; for this is to 
call him a Lyar. And therefore it will be 
leſs excuſable for thee, never to look into 
the Scriptures, — when thou knoweſt 
them to be the Word of God, to rect 
— conſtantiy, without a ſteady Faith! in 
4 em (A 2 
_ © Fourthly, Whatever God ſaith'muſt be 
obeyed by us. God is the Sovereign Law- 
at 8 
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yer. py the World, and may impoſe ani 
Pins u us his Creatu 2 95 he ple; Exe 


therefore, King he. ME a. 
Wed aß be a Law 5 us. Lord 3 
our Latogiwer, Sith I/aiab. He is that on 
Leng who 2s able to ſave and to deſtroy 
Obey hir Voice therefore, and provoke hin 
rot. is Moſes faid to the Children of I/rae/ 
The Ser riprures; contain the Laws of God 
mritian — hy. own finger, and. he who 
teads 1 andobeyerh- them not, is. 4 
tranſgrefjeur of the Law, and ſhall periſh, 
Beware therefore of doing this. For it will 
be much better for you, never to read a Line 
af Scripue, than or to 55 it ater a5 
nat obey. it. Fot to ſin 
RPE hays conſtam ue 
greateſt, aggravation =p capable 0 
| his" reſolution therefore 5 
fore 
_ 


readeſt, that og wi 
W wha hat chou readeſt 


Faun the Scriptures are the W Wa 
Ee that is, as they offer us 


Contra mbich it we perform, we 2 
they 


oſt certainly obtain Eternal Life; 
— A 2 bligation upon us to receive 
| th Reverence, Attention, Faith 
and Obedience For what Gift 


receixe ich Reverence and Reſ if = | 
beta Lin Happincs Wie h 


Ko 


— 


Sa ball ws Liſten to, if nor the words 
1 WdineS to believe, if we are flow to be- 


ir ever Man heard? Laſtly, .What Com- 
nds ſhall; we be willing to obey,” if not 
ſe, which will 57 5 gut obedience 
th an Etericy of Fappinels2 =» 
That therefore 
Hptures, and be the better for them; nay, 
„chen man Knox be infinitely the wore 
% hem, ue will ener for 
ee, before thou, venturelt to open theſe 
ne l Books, £9 reſolve that thou wilt 
ag e the with 4 mot profound Reverence 
: 

F 

; 


ReſpeR,; that thou wilt liſten to 


. 


hem with a. gere and 1 eady Ubmiſſion. # 


aou haſt now nothing elſe ts do, before” 
hou ſetteſt thy {elf to reading, but to beg. 


he aſhſtance of God's Spirit, which alone 


3 


in theſe words of our Church. 


uſtruct thee in the things that ate of God, 


criptures to be written for our learning, 
Grant that I may in ſuch wiſe read, mark, 
and inwardly digeſt them, that by pat Spar? 

8 we 1e Ei + r . * at, p 


— 


re the greateſt and moſt welcome News 


ich a molt, wakefyl, Attention, lent to, 


Bleſſed Lord, who baft cauſed all Holy 


ore thou may ſt read the 


Bend put On theſe Hol Reſolutions, 
.N Lore 


an ſtrengthen theſe thy Reſolucions, and 


_ * 
- * 
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4%“ conſe Mart of 22 00 HY Word, T nay tn oP 


everlaſting Len 
- In our Sauiour Fes. us Chriſt 33 


fold rheſe ks, and look into 
ell by them, if in your: readi Te them, 


intelligible, and relate moſt immediately 
to your r Duty. Such as are in the Ol 


by God, and of your ſelf out of the D 


F Abrabam, Foſeph, Nc. In a Word, you 


brace and ever hold he. "be fed Hope 0 
V thou” hot gtven. us 455 | 


And now, ng ma fafely- venture to un- 


them; and 8200 5 not fear not being benefit. 
Fat are careful to obſerye the ſe following 
ules. 

ſach 


"Firk- To chufe for your Read 
Portions of them as Ns moſt 7105 and 


The whole Book of Geneſis, which gives 
you an account of the Creation of all Pall 


and of the Fall of Man, which will tend 
mightily to eſtabliſh Religion and Humili- 
ty in your Soul. You have here alſo great 
inſtances of God's Diſpleaſure and Severi- | 
oy ainſt Sin; ; ſuch as were that of the De- 

Ron of Sodom and Gomorrab by Fire 
and Brimſtone, and of the whole World by 
a Deluge of Waters. . Here are great Ex- 
amples of Piety and Faith in God, ſer be- 
fore us, ſuch as were thoſe of E noch, Noah, 


will here meet with great Incouragements | 
to 


— ͤ— 
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FR Piet and Vertue, from the Conſideration 
115 of the ſpecial care God took of his Ser- 
„Pants, Noah, Abrabam, Iſaac, Facob and Fo- 
pb. But, what is above all, you have 
- Were very Pregnant Promiſes of the Meſ- 
fiah, who ſhould bleſs all Nations of the 
World by his coming Wr 
Some parts alſo of the Book of Exodus 
muſt not be omitted, vig. thoſe that give 
us an account of the Birth and wonderful 
Preſervation of Moſes, of God's Miraculous 
ProteQtions and Deliverance of his People 
from Pharaoh, and of the Moral Laws Eſta- | 
bliſhed among the I/7ae/ites. Other parts 
of this Book, which relate to the Judicial 
or Ceremonial Laws, though they are of 
great uſe for ſome ends, FR I think they 
are not ſo fit to be read by the Common 
ſort of Chriſtians, as other more practical 
parts of Scripture. Leviticus chiefly treats 
of the CRE rac ay 1 is . 
not very proper for the reading of ordinary 
Chriſtians. | hers are indeed many 2861 
Precepts in it, but thoſe which relate to us, 
we ſhall meet with in many other parts o 
the Bible. The ſame may be ſaid of Numbers 
and Deuteronomy, I would by no means 
have it thought, that I judge theſe Books 
not to be worth our Reading; No, I am 
tar from entertaining any ſuch Prophane 
fe * Thought. 


* 
_ 


.* 
* 


- 


| cle ſiaſtes. 


And inſtructive, 


Vice, where it is our Duty to hearken at 


- Chiefly Hiſtorical, and though there are ma- 


Tings, of an unſhaken Faith and Piety, and 
deſerves our Imitation. But this is not all; 


ſon and Principles of all theſe Duties, and 
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Thought. Our Church has taken care, tha 
they ſhall be read to us in her Publick Ser 


5 
4 
"2 


I 


tentively to them. My deſire only is, Tha 
Private Chriſtians, may read thoſe parts offi 
Juen een in their Cloſets, which will pf 
moſt tend to better their Lives and ConyerWl T 


fations,..and to confirm and ſettle them in C 


5 


the Practice of Religious Duties. v 


The Books from Deuteronomy to Job are 


ny Occurrences in them worth our Notice; 
yer I think there are ſeveral Books in the 


Old Teſtament, by the reading of which, | : 
we may much more improve our ſelves in 


Holineſs and Vertue. Such are the Book 
of Fob, the Eſalme, the Proverbs, and Ec- 


\ 


The Book of Job, from the beginning to 
the end ot it, ſets before us ſuch an Exam- 
ple of Reſignation to God's Will, Patience, 
and Contenrednels under the greateſt Suffe- 


an Unvlemiſhed Integrity; as moſt highly 
it gives us an admirable account of the Rea- 


in every Line has ſomething that is uſeful 


$1)" ROTLCAL 
: 'The 


— | 
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"The Book of P/a/ms Ihe belt. Book of 
p5.She Bo inthe a 185 NEO wholly 
.compos'd; of Confeflions,. Prayer 7H Thank 
givings and Meditations; amt ir has ſuch a 
. Power to cure avinels,.t0.e tir- 
7 — rief, to lay. aſleep rroubleſo 

houghts and Paſhions, to eaſe us of our 
Cares | en 
with, Pain, to move Compunction or. Sin, 
and to promote feryent = affeckionate 
Ties at. no Book. in the World is to be 
compared with, it. for theſe, purpoſes. | 
Book of Proverbs was Written by 
Somos, the aj of Mina. 20 3, and contains 
in it, ſo many l e ructions an 
Exhortations to all ſores., 0 of Vertue 
af Wiſdom, as hs it z uſeful, 
and ur ct in 9 t 1 we Fav from the 
Spirit of 
Ehe Rock of £ Ecal erer us Solomon's 
Jud goon 65 6 ings, after he had 
tryed them all. b ings it mult be 
very valuable t kpow his Opinion of them, 
who not- only Vale IP his Wildom, 


| was beſt ANCE to them; but by. tea - 
ſon of the alfluence and 1 he enjoy d 
1 of them, could give à better account of 
| W them, than any other Man under the Sun. 
3 e Books therefore I wo have thee. 


_ a in * N88 We Well Ae 
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har they ate full of good and extraordina and 
1 uſeful matter. | 
The reſt of the Books of the On Teſta * 
ment are chiefty Hiſtorical and Prophetical; 
and upon that account, are neither ſo intel. 
ligible, nor inſtructire as the Books above. 
mentioned. i e 4301 L 
Inn the New Teſtiwent we muſt omit no 
Book, but that of the Reveletions,” which 
being, extremely difficult to be underſtood, 
even by Men of great Skill and Learning, 
- cannot” poſhbly” be Proper tor Unlearned 
Chriſtians. 
Thus muck: I thought cen to fay, 
to let you know in what parts of Seripture 
you may beſt employ your time. I would 
nor Bri you u flight rhe other parts, becauſe 
they are Jefs ufetul; they have all their 
— and thoſe very great ones too; and 
Phoug ough to thee, who haſt neither Time nox 
earning to ſearch into the bottom of them, 
they 110 ſeem of little uſe; yet aſſure thy 
{elf they are not ſo. They are all the 
Words ot that God, who never Speaks in 
Vain; and theteforę though thou can't not 
diſcover their great Uſefulneſs, yet they 
certainly have il. 

Secondly, In your Reading make uſe of 
ſome plainWommentaror to Inſtruct you in 
tle truę Senle and Meaning of the V "_ ö 

and 
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dina nd to ſhow- you . — 
Pre Five Books of Moſes were lately pur 
4 ub by the Reverend Dr. Kidder Biſhd of 

; Bath and Welle, wind e plain and ta- 
niliar Paraphraſe upon the Text, as v 

lp us to underſtand it wich eafe; The 
Book of Job, the Pfa/ms, the Proberbcund 
Ecelefuafies - have been ſome time extant, 
with. ſach 2 Paraphraſe of the Reverend 
Dr. Patric s Biſhop of Ely; as all Men juſt-- 
ly admire for its c and conciſeheſs. 
The beſt Pataphraſe we have upon the New: 

Teſtament written in our own” Tongue, is 
that of che Learned Dr. Hammond. Theſe 
are the only Books I can adviſe Unlearnec 
uld Readers o 1 theſe _ . _ nde 
uſe to chem. s LEST 
eir "Thirdly. [Conſider that is efid 65 your: 
nd reading ebe is; That you may know: 

—— to he ſaved; And therefore 
n, trouble not your Heal with little imperti- 
y nent Diſputes about paſſages of Scripture 
ie ff that relate not at all to this important Que- 
n tion. All chings neceſſary to be believed or 
done by you in order to your Salvation, 
„are ſet down in plain and legible Characters; 

f mind theſe, and read then over and owe” 
f But, it thou meer ſt with difficulties in other 
places of Scripture, ve hich do not ſo nearly 
conceris ther, be not diſquĩeted at them. He 


C3 who 
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' who:hinds enough in the Scriptures to carry nis 
him to Heaven, has anſwered the end of his 8 
reading chem, and need not rack his Brain Ina 
ta . — thoſe Difficulties, which will; do 4 
him ng. Service when unfolded. | 1. 1 LE 114 | TL 
.:Fourthly, Have a care of perverting the 
Noſe df-the Werds, to make them ſerve 
any Opinion or Fractiſe: thou haſt 2 kindneſs 
for. St. Peter complain d in his time, Thot 
ibere were unlsarued Men tolo wreſted the 
Scrigtares 10 their oun . deftrutttion, i. e. 
who abuſed and peryerted the ſenſe of 
them, and thereby deceiv d themſelves, and 
became lyable to Deſttuctions; as we alſo 
ſhall; if we endeavour to corrupt che derip· 
tures. Always remember, that we are fut 
to enquire inte the Senſe of the Scyi 
and then to make our, Opinions and Nac. 
tiſes conformable ro it and that we are 
not to teſolye firſt what we willthink, — 
do, and then foret the Scriptute; gigh 
wrong, to countenance our nt und 
l WITS! 15 16 1011-91 | 


auy, 
0 . W 1 n 5 
50 or God Cannot contradiœ t himfelt: 3 
3 tharefore when thou ſeeſt any Inter- 
pretation put upon his Wor ee Which is 
| r e to. Tow plain * 15 


— 
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catry his in another place, be ſure to reject it. 
F his For, whatever the meaning of the Words 
Brain nay be, it is certain this it cannot beQ 
do $:xthly, Above all things, let us beware 
ngs. Nothing will hinder us {6 much frem 
earning the true ſenſe and: meaning. of 
cripture; as Pride and Self-conceir: For God 
reſifteth-the proud, and giveth grace to the 
umble. And therefore, let us take heed of 
being Poſitive and Dogmatical, and wed- 
led: ro our own Opinions. Let us deſite to 
be inftraQted by others, and let us humbl 
beg of God that he would lead us into all 


Truth; for this is. the moſt likely way de 
come to the Knowledge of the Truth; © 

| Laſtly, Let us take care to be frequent in 
this Duty. The beſt way to underſtand the 
Scriptures; is to read them frequently; for, 
when we are well acquainted with them, 
one place will help us to interpret another. 
It. is impoſſible, in this caſe, to preſcribè 4 
certain Rule for all Men; their Circum. 
ſtances being vaſtly different and unlike. 
But I would have no Man, who is Maſter 
of his own time, ever paſs a day wirhgii 
reading ſome part of them; nay, I Wel 
have every ſuch Man read them conſtantl 
when he retires to his Morning and Eye 
ing Devotions... 4 
+ 12 8p RE C4 by If: 


— 
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It we perform this Duty, according tf 
the above mentioned Rules, the Benefit 
that will redound to us from it, will be 
unſpeakable. For, e 
 Firft, We ſhall hereby keep our ſelves in Pped 
a conſtant Knowledge and Remembrance ne 
of our Duty. We are very apt, through aaf. 
forgetfulneſs of God's Commands, to com- Ne 
mit very many and great miſtakes. And un 
therefore we are often call'd upon to ar 
beed left we forget the Covenant of the Lord 


ear God. If then we have a mind to reſol ve, 
with Holy David, Ihat we will never forget 
tbe precepis of God; we muſt very often 
ook into them, and by ſo doing, we ſhall 
always keep up the remembrance of them 
freſh and lively in our Minds + 
. . Secondly, We ſhall in the Scriptures find 
many Powerful Motives andi Encourage- 
ments to keep our ſelves ſtedfaſt in the 
Practiſe of our Yor: While with an Eye 
of Faith we look upon the great * 
that are every Where promis d in Scripture 
to God's Obettenr Children, we ſhall never 
need any other Arguments to provoke us to 
. avell-doing., For if the hopes of Everlaſting 
Life and Glory will not infuſe Strength and 


| Vigour into us, and make us g on conti- 

_ dently and chearfully in the Practiſe of our 
Duty; I am ſure, no W 
11 . | W 


TY 


neon 


a. „» 223 „ 3 3 


— —— — 


B88 8 


”_— __ 


Alt have any effect Upon ws 8 F 
Ihe Dreadf 570 he 3 5 denne : 
„ imoſt in e, againft Sin and 4105 
ves in dedience, 0 AL not 4 1 8 to deter us from 
nce@nem,” no fear of lefſer Puniſhmentz cer- 
— 4 ant. willwork don us. Here alone have 
ve {ich ice nvitations to 10 8 
and fuck ſtrong Arguments againſt Sin; 
6 5 tet Book in 3 World can Tar 0 
157% „These Job 6 Beers win be ren 
Helps to 1 tn 405 5 not. 
t before us the Examples ot Ye 
x. but. alſo as they ate e e 
ch. EAN feſſions As, We. {hall. have 
ine cat Occa 100 to öſe in e 
ayers” And Thanktei jvings to God. No 
Men can pfetend tha they can Praiſe God, 
and pray to him, in ſuch an agreeable man- 
net, 48 thoſe Holy Men did, who were in- 
1 ir by the 8 ie of, 410 um and: 


vines P 107 8 15 al. — 0 
. ME e DR to Trat 
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find reft unto your Souls.” Come hither | 
e that are oppreſſed with the dne 
roubles of this Wong” may, bg: 
whelm'd with the In juries of. it; a 5 
ſhall find one eh il eaſe you. of 
Cares and Toe. and defend, you 
the Affronts and Wrongs of a Wicked. oy 
Malicious World; Let not your hearts faint 
therefore, fear, abt and do not. tremble, Net 
ther be ye terrify' d; For the Lord your Ged. 
is be that goeth, with You. This! is the Lan- 
guage of thoſe Sacred Books ; this is that 
, comfortable Language which wil raife our 
Drooping Spirits, and adminifter ute Com- 
fort unto us undet ou moſt heavy, Ati 
ons. Read once again, and thou | 
there find, "That theſe 10 br le j ut 
ore but for 7 "moment, Patt work for thee , 
ar greater. und 105 weight | of Gh Ty. 
| And now ſurely e not only beat 
thy Afflictions ich atience, but may 
ä Sau ph and Gloty in them. Wheß thy 
; the G&d'of” Ih calls to the, 4nd 
bits thee lock up pto and feed 13 
Crown there pre awry "thee; If thou 
| beareſt th Allie cg with Falke 17575 
thou can ſt not forbeax 77 tribula- 
tion ʒ ut leaſt thqu nec rt li, 
while:thow kepetarGloiol id neve 
fading Crowtr 3 in e I FOR oy 
$0 Ya ee (03% 2 LAN of 
* N © #2] 
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ex a aach r «216d J noi4go0s be 0 20 
and + £2114 D908 [2995 "IO 
oe Of Reading other God 1250 GG 
„on 463: van. 
[= Efore bende tis Chapter, 1 think 
LD) it will be convenient to tay ſomething: 
d andfſoncerning. our Reading other good Books? 
7a clades the Scripture. And this I Will de in. 
Hei. ſe Words, by adviſing you what Books 
" Godwill be moſt proper for your Reading, and! 
y Inſtructing you hom you ought-to read. 
hem. bit 24,08 nnr ee . HAYS 11 
The Books moſt worthy our Nending, 
next to the Canonical Books of Scripture, 
yhich alone are to be counted the; Wend * 
God, are the Apocryphal Books, which are 
bound up at the end 2 — 7 Theſe 
the Church doth order, Artic. 6. - Tuba 
2 far W Lt fe Ts an rages 4 
Manners; well 
fiox d nh Prevepts.and Tea Hee 
for this-purpols. | unn li 10 75 ul 
- Eſpectally'the/Books of beben and E 
cleſaft ſticas I. would have the take fre⸗ 
nently into chy Hands; for they are falk- 
o E nada a fl had almoſt ſaid, Diving 
Willem l ot ue to chee inall 


States 0 Conditions of Life whatſoever. 
be Stomof the Maccabdes isla Noble 
1 W 
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care and attention by us. The others hari 
their ſeveral good u — 3 but theſe, which 
1 have mention'd in particular ate mol 
worthy thy frequent peruſal. | 
Frag Books joyn d to theſe, will be ſuffi 
Ihe whole Duty of Man, Dr. Ham 
. 's Prallical Catechiſme; Dri Patrick 
Menſa Mf ica, his Book of 1 Prayeris ; and 
Dr..Sherlock's Two Excellent Tieatiſes on 
Death and Judgment will make à Library 
large enough for any ordinary Chriſtian. 
If you have time enough to read more, 
you may conſult your Spiritual Paſtour, 
and there's no doubt but he will direct you 
to fuch, as are moſt proper for you. 
In Reading of theſe Books, or any other 
8 * Nature, obſerve. thels, Jollowing 
U 1 a 
Finſt, Conſider that they are Woe by 
Alen; and therefore do not wonder, if thou 
fndeſt Errors and. Miſtakes in them. The 
Authors of them may be very Extraordinary 
Men, but are not Infallible. And therefore 
wer not read theſe, wich the ſame Faith 
and Confidence; that wedo the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which were written b Gad. Who 
neicher can be deceived or deteive. 
- Secindly, Read them without prejudice 
let not br Man who wrote them —_— — 


Fate pallage in them, give: rhee A 
i a ſe 
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s hay diſtaſte of the whole. Remember that thon 
whic art not to read tlie Man, but his Bock / 
mol and if that be for thy uſe,it matters not abe | 
vas the: Author of it. Remember 77775 
fuff that it is not agreeable to the Rules of Wi 
dam to diſlike 2 Whole Book, for the ſake 
of one or two as we think, indecent or un- 
wary Expreſſions in 1 it.. H the main of it 
be good, it will betome us tarher to oyer- 
took a few Fault, if there by any ſuef n 
n. 5 the whole: for tie fake of 
aore, M theſe few Blemiſhes. No Man would 


our, throw away à piece of Gold, becuuſe it has 


you an allay of ſome baſer Meral mixed with 
5 hi No, he will carefully feparate the fine 
ther Gold, which is for his uſe, from the droſſy 
ing and. baſer Particles which 2 ir 

and make his advantage of it. 
Thirdly, Always remember to give thy 
Aſſent to them ods ſo far as they agree with 
Writing, 


the Word of God. The deſign 
good Books, is to ex 
_ 


a 
to entorce the Frecepts by t 

enjoyn'd us. But, If Neves about to ſer 
up their own Traditions for * God's Word, 
we muſt reject them with Scorn and Con- 
tempt. God certainly is more worthy of 
 Reliefithan' Man, and whoever'offers to 
contradict Him, deſerves to be cenſur'd by 
* as a Deceiver, but not receiv d, as a 


Prophet. 


25 7 the 15s 


Prophet. Gd Bock 18 3 perfect B 
a whoever offers to add to it. or a 
niſh from it, ought: to be lookꝭd upon as 
an 8 ProphaneW anch, who thinks 
wiſer than God. 

Fourthly, and Laſtly, Let us bead them | 
with Amador. a Deſire to improve 
our ſelves by them... The end: of Reading, 
is to Inform and. InftruQ our ſelves by what 
we read. And "FT we bad — let 
Reading _ one, than offer to read 
witheut Attention. h. Mae ads to pur. 

poſe, who diligently lay ing up in his Mind 
' What he Reads ſhows forth the Fruit of it 
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in his Eife and Convctſation. Let this 
then be the end of all our Reading, and let 
us how. 1 we minded what we dead by: 
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2 — win have een taking A view uf 
2 our Dug, in the Holy Scriptures 
ther go0d.-Bogks; dir l be very 
1 _ eee 10 an Examiina- 
ag of our elyes 2 TY 8 N en er Of 1 
1 felves;:1 ita tale a leti- 
fry xeview of our e 1 Thonghts, 
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exact 4 careful ſcrutiny of them. 

Firſt, We muſt examine our Thoughts ; 
For there are Laus for theſe, as well as for 
our Words and Actions, and conſequently, 
by a Tranſgreſſion of chele Laws, nw) ror 
a 5 of Jin, which is nothing cle bits a 

rranſgreſfion of the Law; 2 1 — 9 

Sin, then Hable to Judgment. avi- 
our has told us, that Wikforb aber looketh upon 
4 woman, 10 luſt after #, bath commifred 
atubery, ; that is, ene, upon the 
tight of a Beautiful Woman, conceives/in 
his Heart a luſtful deſire of committing A- 
dultery with her; tho' he does not actually 
do it, ſhall be look'd- upon by God as an 
aQtuat Adulterer. Aud in another place of 
Sctipture, He condemns the Phariſees: for 
mokeng clrun rhe outfhde of the cup and plut. 
ter, and no. regard to the inſide. 


That is, as He 15 5 aketwards explains 


it; hen 3 pear vigbtebus um 
e mean 


to men, and 


rives and Phariſees, Hypocrites; for 
are like 'unto tobited Nn er, " 25100 . 


12 


Actions, it becomes us now to make aniP © 


n while, harbours. 
ing all hy pocriticab and wicked Thoughts: | 
For this He denounceth à terrible Woe a- 
gain them: Mat. 23. 2. Woe unto 74 


deed appear beau i ful outwards, but are 0% h. 
in, fullof dead Mens bones und ol 3 4 
SR | 10 fs. 
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„. Our firſt buſineſs therefore muſt be 
d enquire, whether our inſides are clean; 
or unleſs they be, an outward: cleanlineſs. 
ill avail us nothing at that Day, when 
od ſpall judge the fecrets of mens bearts. 
Secondly, We muſt examine our Words. 
3ecauſe we muſt be accountable: for theſe 
t the Great Day of Judgment; as our 
Saviour aſſures us. 12 Mat, 36, 37. B I 
ay unto you 2 idie word, that nen 
all ſpeak, they ſhall 


Or 
in ibe Day of fadgment. For by thy words. 
hau ſhalt jo REG and by 1b Ki" 1 
alt be condemned; And ſutely chen it 
highly concerns us to examine whether we 
have been guilty. of ſpeaking ſuch idle 
Words, as will infallibly Condenm us at 
the great and terrible Day of the Lord. 
4 Thirdly „and Laſtly, . muſt examine 
our Actions. For we very well know, that 
we muſt all ſtand before the judgment: ſeat f 
Chriſt, that,every one may regeive the things = 
done in his body, according lo what he bath 
lone, whether. it be good or evid. - All our 
Actions muſt be accounted for at the Laſt 
Day; not only- our Publick ones, which 
have been Added in the Face of the World; 
but alſo our molt ſecret ones, which have 
God, unto whoſe Eyes all things are — 
"I P * | EY ig OH an 
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and open, will bring every thing, even ra : 
ff ecret thing into judgment. And there kn 
all öl paſt _ us in ſtead carefully to weigh to 

all o Actions, and try whether theyſpd 
are od x 28 will bear God's ſevere Erami be 
nition at the Day of Judgment. WIe, Ir 
Ina Word, we muſt call our'ſelves to 
in Account, for all out Thoughts; Words 
and Actions, "before the Bar of riglit reaſon, 
and the Hol Se „ Which together 
contain the ft Will of God. And we may 
with aſſur 


ance oonelude, that wltatever 1s 
agreeable- to theſe, is out Duty: And on 
the contrary, that whatever thwarts and. 
6ppoſeth theſs,' is certainly Sin. Theſe are 
har Rule, which if we keep to, we cannot 
poſſibly = om but-we ſt be careful 
never to ſeparate theſe, left: by-ſo doing, 
we make only a partial Jud Sent, and de- 
ceive our elves. © 8 
But 1 ſhall not Enisfiv'th my ſy with: this 
General Accoynt of this Duty. I think 
my ſelf obligd to give more particular 
Directions concerning it, and to put you 
in a Methed of p ing it ſo exa ty, 
that no one Sin ſhall eſtape ou. 
And] int order to this; | would have you 
Conlideri thata Man's Thoughts, Words, 
and Actions make u ' that whole- Duty, 


which he owes: to God, "OY" 


cms r 
EF DUTIES of the — 
en rid himſelf. And therefore, the o 


there know whenwe havedifcharg'd dur 
Welghll to enquire whether our Thoughts; Word 


uy, 


N the d Actions have been ſuch, av they ought 
xXaM!-ſ be, towards — Our Ne eighbout and 5 
ach 1 And this we ſhall find m_—_ 


es to Xin ror our Conſciences ſack re Moe 
dy ſently inſtrutt you in 
aſon, Dur! pale 1 do this, it il be very 
ther eceſſary to give you a few'Cau tons con- , 
may erning:the:Examining your ſelf 
r is Firſt, be not partial to your ſelf in Wa 
ton xamination-' But not a better Conſtruction 
pan your bil ally d. Words and Actions, 
re han they will juſtly bear. Put rather ag - 
{Wrivateyour] —— leſſen them: For it 
illbe much more for thy Intereſt; to think” 
y. ſelf rather worſe, than better than: .—-f 
deed thou art. If chou lockeſt upon = | 
Sins to be greater then they are, his! wil 
only quicken thy Diligence. ,” awaken thy 
y 


Care, increaſe thy Sorrow. for chem, and” 
ales thy Repentance. But if thou flatter ſt 
thy ſelf, y fepreſenting them to thy ſeif 
ta be leſs than they: really are, thy Caſe 
will be very miſerable. For then thou canſt 


neither be ſd: 1 noi Re- 
pent ſo trulỹ of them, a8 ſt to 
do; * — — neceſſity upd thy 


felt of living inan * te: Fot 


2597 ſo 


1 ä Mit 


32 The DUTIES) TT TELOSET 85 


fo much -as thod rakeft either from. chere 
2 i _— —— thißlor 
epentance rt o as iMHlen 
to be. Conſider, dear Ckriltian, thalflien 
own Soul which is nom at at ſtake et 
that no 522 thy miſreckoning ga 
but thy Gf; and that, if thou takeſt noh 
great #care to keep true Accompts, thoijnu 
may ſt eaſily deceive thy ſelf into > Ent U 
Rule. In a Word, Conſider how muchſpre 
ſafer it is, to be too exact, _ than. 10 neg· Ih. 
lect even the leaſt ching; ho-) much 
more danger there is of Pre ſumption than 
Deſpair; and then thou pen careleß 
if thou canſt. 17167 ; 
_— ly, Do not Examine thy ſelf by 
way of compariſon; that compa- 
| ring thy ſelfwith thy Neighbours: and ohly 
enquiring whether thou art better or worſe 
than they. It is, God knows, a very com- 
mon thing, even with the beſt of us, to ſay 
vith the proud Phariſen, Lord I am not as 
this man: Nom, ſuppoſing this to be ſo, 
— what is it to the fe? We ſhall not 
ak d at the Day —— we 
were better than our next Neighbours, but 
whether we have diſcharged all thoſe Du - 
ties, which our own reafon and the reveal - 
ed Will of God oblig d us to. It will not avail 
bo Day, — that there 
were 


it 18 4 
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ere other Men worſe than us; For alas! 
How does this any way excuſe ot Diſobe- 
i ience, that other Men have been Diſobe- 
jent as well as we? What would it ſigni- 
e for a Malefactor, when he is upon his 
ryal to inform the Judge, that there were 
ther Men to be try d, who are guilty of 
nuch greater Faults than ever he Was? Do 
ou think, upon this, the Judge would 
Yronounce him Innocent? Or do you not 
hink, that he would tell him this was no ex- 
uſe for him, but that there was a ſettled 
aw, by which his Actions muſt be try d, 
ame is our caſe. If we can juſtiſie our 
Cons by. our Rule, then are we indeed in- 
ocent: but if we have nothing elſe to ſay 
y For our ſelves, but that we have not been ſo 
ad as other Men, we ſhall find but a little 
omfort in this Excuſe. Deceive not thy ſelf 
therefore, O Man, but try all thy Thoughts, 
Words and Actions, by theit proper Touch- 
ones, thine own Reaſon and God's writ- 
en Law. It theſe acquit thee, then thou art 
indeed acquitted; and if theſe condemn thee, 
thou wilt moſt certainly be condemn'd. . . 
Having premiſed theſe two Cautions, 1 
ſhall now give you ſome Heads of ſelf Ex- 
amination z under ſome one or other of 
which, every branch of your Duty is con- 
tain d. Heads. 
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Heads of Self-Examination, 
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412 E you always Grely belie ra, of 
there is but One; Eternal, Spiritual 
Invifible God, the Fountain of all Perſe 
And Hay ines, who alone made all thing 
Doch Vilible and Inviſible; and preſervet 
and governeth'them/by tis Power and F 
widence.' Have you always beliey'd Him t 
pe infiriitely Holy, Juſt, Good, Mercifu 
Powerful; Wiſe and True, and that he i 
every where preſent? Have you conſtanth 
Believ'd in fim, Feard him, Lovd Him 
with all your Heart, Mind, Soul and 
Strength? Have you given Thanks to Him 
and praiſed Him ev Day ? Have you put 
your-whole Truſt in Him, and firmly: de- 
ended upon Him? Have you calbd upon 
Jim frequently in his Church, in your Fa- 
mily and Cloſet? Have you — his 
Holy Name and every thing relating to 
Him? Have you firmly 'believ'd: the Scrip- 
tures to be His World? And haye you in all 
your Thoughts, Words and Actions, endea- 
vour d n to * His Wo 
2s! ˖ 
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Of our Duty towards gur Neighbour. K 


Haſt thou lov'd thy Neighbour as thy 
elf? Haſt chou done unto all Men as you 
Pould they ſhould do unto you? Haſt thou 
thulowd; honour d, and to the utmoſt of thy = 
Fower aſſiſted thy Parents, and Relations? 

ia last thou honour'd and faithfully obeyd 
hing the King, and all his Miniſters, in all their 
ei Commands, which have not been contrary - 
Wubmicted thy ſelf to all chy Governours, 


2 


ers? Have you order d your felf lowly - 


Hand reverently to all mou Betters 2 Have 
You hurt no Body by ord ox Deed? Haſt 


thou been true and juſt in all thy Dealings? 
Haſt thou bore no Malice or Hatred in 
thy Heart? Haſt thou kept thy Hands from 
Picking and Stealing, and thy Tongue from 
Evib- Speaking, Lying and Slandring? Haſt 
r Fa · ¶ thou not Tempted thy Neighbout to Intem - 
d his perance, Wickedneſs, or Lewdne&? Haſt 
g to] chou not coveted, or deſir d other Men's 
crip- Goods? But have you lead and labour d 
in all ¶ to get your own Living, and to do your 
dea - Duty towards all Men in that State, in 
ws? which it has pleas'd God to place you. 
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SS er 
Of your Duty to your ſelf, n 
..  Haſt thou had always humble thought@® 


of thy ſelf, thy Performances, thy Riche? 
Honour, Vit, — and every thing el . 
belonging to thee? Haſt thou been of a 

date and Eaſie Temper, not given to Pe 
 viſhneſs? Haſt thou conſider d well of a 
thy Actions, before thou did'ſt commi 
them, and haſt thou conſtantly examin'{ 


them, to ſee whether they were done accord: 
ing to God's Laws, after they were done 
Haſt thou been contented in thy World) 
Condition, and Diligent and Watchful in 
thy Station? Haſt thou avoided all Unclean 
Lewd Thoughts, Words or Actions, and 
every thing. tending to encourage them 
Haſt thou been Temperate in thy Meat, 
Drink, Sleep, and Apparel? Haſt thou 
avoided Idleneſs and all Unlawful Recrea - 
tions? Haſt thou ſo us'd thy Body in all 
things, as to make it molt ſerviceable to thy 
Soul? Haſt thou morrity'd it, and kept it 
down by frequent Faſtings? Or, at leaſt 
haſt thou never pamper d it by Exceſs of 
Meat and Drink, either in Quantity, or 
* : Thus 
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Lahck in what ee rer you, 
nd oe wanſgrel$0,” he fure to take 
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will puzzle vet 0 

recount the P = NR ROK Mor. 3 
ning till Nine 1 be diffi- 

cult to recofleck sar r which be: 

ing for the weſt part vai and f80 lin, ram. 

bling and irregular, we have nd M. PHE, 

purſue in W 4 review of them. 


may poſſibly from the place were we aye” | 
been, and the Company we have been in, 


make tea OI of the Words and 


Acti- 


— —————— — — 


of a Day. tl Pray 


Tons af 4, Tha ; hon IT a.) 


e. at we if 
a to-mind. our ing nh) hi 
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ro our View £9! 
much more dithcul 
Account; c 1 — 9 hs i 
Memories are ſo 8 
We dare not. trhſtet eM, 
Concerns, hardly for an H. 
0 7 9 95 F; WE Mur 
10 5 8 Our; 
22 75 0 ch are ery 1 
d. Imporranc 2 in Gu R 5 
quo gr .t e very 
ternal a1 lle ouls and Rod 
[| huts, aur Worldly, Occations. permit 
A 855 there Wow, en ee us to 
- Examine our ſelves every may to 
keep a, conſtant Regiſtry at all we ig, 
ſay, or do. But though Es Imp! 
YI erp 
t. is we may eaſily do we 
mult do, if we truly and. Ny An 
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EY Another reaſdn why I would 
hade you let 4 Day fli — 


are not ſure that you Pop live to per- 
this Daty the next ſo that were 
ir Fr poſh e to carry | our Memories 
> ere arora our 
ves; one to another, yet it 

D t.. 33 
n Dey may Bring forth? Who 
is chere tfut ean ” be! Nina of a Mo- 
ments eontinuance in tkis World > Who 


bus A Fol will venture to. ſay that he will 


let his Aceo 
when las"! to 
and enge de may never Live to ſee it. 
Make uſe 2 of the preſent t Tine, 
and do- nor! date to put off this Weighty 


Alone All 80 Morrow; 


voke God 18 cut 2 off from the La. 
the Living; and Time ſhould be to thee: 4 
more. Conſider with thy ſelf, 
Bedtime draw near, ho uncertain a ming 


it is, whether thou halt ever awake in this 


Wo again or no. Conſider this, I ſay, 


and then tell me whether * - not hi 


fitting for thee, to caſt up 
and to ſettle the Affairs of 


i Fam us. 


ſo, if thy Sleep ſhould: prove ee of 
Death, FOR may ſt 52 with Joy. [and 
| OMm- 


rrow is hot in his power, = 


« My N D T. 
Fn inchs next "World, ; as evety ao 
Soul will, w hich has taken care thus 
g it ſelf for this fudden ac But 
! What Horrour and n will 
hes ee incrankes bowie put. off this 
neceſſary Work from Day to 18 ay; finds 
himſelf at laſt depriyd o all Opportunities 
of performing ith, It therefore thou defireſt 
io lay thy ſelf. — in Peachy Andie 2 5 
will be proper for cheę to Examine the Sta 
.of thy. Sou every Night, befqre thy Bed. 
ime, thar(orhon my CENOWAE — 
Sins to ardon r-them, 1 
ſinctrely reſolve to > Trſhe, them, Thi 
only can make thy Bed eaſie and ale, 
fteeing thee from the rrou bleſome tears. of 
Death, and ſo preparing thee for it,..thar, 
I jr ſhould! come, it would prove. to thee 
Dok an Enemy. but a! Friend. 11 ie 
But, beſides tlus Daily Examination of 
out ſeclves, we muſt be — alſo to ob- 
ſerve ſome ſpecial Staſons, when: the per- 
formance of this 1 1 ina peculiar: man. 
ner I uiſite. As, 
_ - Firſt, Before the receiving of the Lord's- 
Supper, And for this we have the ex xs 
Command of God. 1 Cor. 11. 28. 
Man examine binrſelſ, and ſo let him eat of 


that bread, and drink o that cup. And the 
n of St. Tani giving us this Arte 


4 


— 


io we aud in te rt Verte 17. FF 2 her 
eateth anddrinketh unibori TY euteth and 
2 will drinkerÞ damnation to himſelf, not diſeern- 
ing the Tords body. $6 that Here the Apoſtle: . 
finds  ſuppoſeth that all ſuch Men, as did nor Ex. 
nities amine themſelves; before they came to the 
ret Lord's Supper, would Eat and Drink un- 
2, it worthily when they came thither. And this 
State he might well ee ; for ſurely no Man 
Bed. can be a fit Gueſt the Table a the Pure 
ethy and Immaculate Jeſus, = has not endea- 
ang vourd to find eilt his f ots and blemiſhes, 
and to eleanſe himſelf from them. Ne Man 
ought to preſume to draw near towards the 
Altar of chat God, _who't is of purer Eyes 
than to beheld Inigu ity but He who has 
made it his bufineſs to o purge and waſh him- 
ſelf from his Sins, and thereby has render'd 
himſelf fir for God to lock upenn When-' 
ſoever therefore chou refolveſt win thy | 
ſelf to tecetve the Holy Sacrament, and this 
2 *oughtelt' to do as often as thou haft. 

y of receiving it, it will be. 
* thee to ſet apart fore time for the 
performance of this Duty, und ſo to ſearch 
and examine your Conſcience;'as our Church 
exhorts us ( and that nor lightly," and fte, 
the manner of diſſembler 6 with ol) that you 
may come by and clean to this Heaventy-: 
Mr in'the Wege, * = 
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Goll in Holy 8 criptare and be; receiv a 
a worthy partaker of- Mar Holy N Wale 
. Secondly, This Duty is, 9 90 mae than 
ordinary manner, neceſſary, at ſuch times, as 
the r has appointed, for publick Faſt- 
ing; and Humiliation, and Mortiffcation; 
eſpecially at Lent, when, LE: the Church's 
appointment, God's Ange dgments 
are denounc d againſt er. AT this time 
certainly it behovech us to Examine our 
State and Condition, that we may;khow: 
whether we are of the number of : thoſe, 
againſt whom God's Judgments 48 ge. 
nounc d, or whether we have b i 
to avoid thoſe, Sins, which provoke: ante 
Wrath of God againſt all unge — 
Theſe times are purpoſeiy dei | 
Church, for the improvement. our: d 
and therefore-ought to vey in uch Re- 
ligious Exerciſes 3 will promote this: 
Great and Noble EH 1 
a ſevere and impastial aminktien ef gut 
ſelves, as will give: us A true ht ef all 
our; Fault, 2 , 35} 03 2908 2 iN? 
\ Jhirdhy,, Self Pane is 
necellaty i in times of Trouble and A Hit, 
whether Private or Publik... 
Private Men very often chen | ſeme one 
darling Sin in their Boſoms, Which is 4 


_ ot many —_ x Judgments: we 


/ 


Av, in- difireſvand:perplexity;”-ir-will be very 
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upon them And therefore when they ate 


for them to Examine* thetnitlues, 
and to try whether chey cat find the cauſe 
of this their Trouble within theniſel ves. 
There is no Loubr, bur every-Manwill.be4- 
ble ro give himſelf a godd teaſon tor His 
: „chat ſerioufly confiders/his/own 
Life. diere we {hall .certainly/find hat, 
which may be a juſt caufe _ me | 
2 de really or no. by indi 
: butithiis;7 we ll . w; 
ug ole 6 olf ſelves From the — them, 
by eving char, which in all-probabitity 
is the cauſeiof ibe·m.d 110 OT 
But Whether this will held god oro, 
2 20-411 Pridate Mev, it Is hard to 
But it is cettainly-truelof all-Conmynicies | 
and iPyblick 'Bodies.': God meveri{oourgeth. 
them; huefortheir Sins. | Ni, ,, N- 
tiun ba gs but Sin nor only brings 
a Reproach) but yeryotten:Bexere: Panith- 
ments 9, upon any FPesple. In ia time 
Gn of PER Aftiithion 2 
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ens individual Man of us to In 
and Examine how far we are the Caufts o 
theſe Publick Calamities; that ãs, to Ty 
how far every one of us either cheriſhet 
in himſelf, or encourageth in others thok 
Sins, which are the certain Cauſe of 1 
National Afflietion. l J. 
At ſuch times as theſe, ix. Seſore ae 
receive the Sacrametit'; in times appointed 
by the Church for Faſting, Hujniltation and 
8 , and an times of Publick or 
rivate-Galamitiesz; we muſt be vet ſtritt 
. the performance of this Duty. e mult 
be more particular in it, at theſe times than 
in our daily practiſe of it!; — 11 
would not have you uſe thoſe! Heads of 
Selt- Examination now, Which Iibave ſet 


[| 1 n Daily ſuſe; but I would have 


de our ſelves by thoſe particu- 

14 — our Duty, which yen will find 
at the ens gipour wbole Duty A Aan. Theſe 
are 0 long, that ĩt would — up too much 
time to overlock them every: Nights: and 
| Therefore Jendeavour'd to give you;: for 
your conſtant uſe, only an Abſtract or A- 
17 off them But at theſe particular 
Senſons, yon may find time enough to over- 
lock and conſider them, as they Jie at large. 
Ja theſe 4, would: adviſe 0 to add the 
Ceed. —— he Ares 3 K. 


od 
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the/end of every Arcicle'of which I would 
u have you aSk your ſelf, whether you firmly 

n Medal) believe it. In both theſe 
joyn'd together you will find all that is ne. 
ceſſary for you to believe and do in otclet 
to your Sahation; and by a Serious and Ex- 
act View of them, yon will eafily diſcover 


what Faults you have been guilty of, and 
conſequently, 1 to amend; and what 
Duties you have diſcharg d, as it became you, 
and conſequently ought to perfevere in. * 
Now, fhar you may not want. Encou- 
ragements to the performance of this Duty, 
I will tẽpreſent to you the many and great 
Benefits that will certainly follow a Conſci- 
entious performance of it; each of which'T 
hope will prove a powerful Motive to En- 
gage you to'a conſtant praiſe of ir. 
_ Firſt, Nothing will fo effectually teach 


us Humility,” as a Conſcientious diſcharge = 


ſhow us mote and more our own Vileneis 
and Unworthineſs It will give us frequent 
Inſtances of the Depravity ot our Natures, 

; of our backwardneſs to all Good. and rea- 
„er- dineſs to alt Evil; of the blindneſs of our 
ge. || Underſtandings, che perverfenets of our 
the Wills, the coldneſs of our Appetites and 
At Affections towards all Good, and our con- 
the I tinnal chirſting od + ads; >" - 
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ſo much Sin and Wickedneſs, that we 
have very great reaſon to humble our ſelves 


into a e of our ſelves, I know 


"3 
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will era oy convince us of our Folly in Bac 

urſuing Shadows, and letting go the Sub- 

ance ;, of buſying, our ſelves about Triftes, It 
and neglefting the moſt be, n/a age 
In a Word, we ſhall, upon Examination, 
find our ſelves to be every Day guilty of ſo 
much Vanity and Folly, ſo much T 175 
and Impertinence, ſo much Baſeneſs a 
Ingratitude, ſo much Paſſion and Peeviſh- 
nes, ſo much e 1 
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even unto the ground, and to look upon 
our ſelves, as the moſt Vile and Deſpicable 
Creatures in the whole World. For it a 
daily fight of our Weakneſs and ImperfeQi- 
ons, our Errours and Miſtakes, our Care 
leſneſs and Imprudence, will not ſhame us 


not what will. We need only look into 
our ſelves to find Arguments for Hymility, 
and. God knows, we afford our ſelves too 
many. There is. ſcarce a Thought in our 
Minds, or a Word in our Mouths, much 
leſs any Action, which is not full of Folly 
and Wickedneſs; ſo that we may every 
_ one of us juſtly fay, with Holy Job, I abhor 
amy ſelf, and repent in duft and aſhes. 
_ Secondly, A Daily Examination of our 
ſelves will, in all probability, keep us fr 
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ac- 
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Mk acduſtoming our ſelve#'toiany evil Courfe. 
2 Whenia:Man takes no notice bf his Attiors, 
zut tives without confiderarion, he is ike 
m ill Husband who never keeps any. Ar- 
compts, und therefore will be yery-likely 
torun into Extravagance. But when a Mah, 
like a prudent and good Husband, keeps 
his — exact and elear, and has thetn 
always in dis Bye, it is hardly to be thought 
he will undo himſelf by reing knowingly 
and wilfully in ſuch a way as will certain- 
ly tuine him.  Weithalbby our daity Exami- 
nation find out / our Faults, when they me 
young, And eaſie to be conquer'd-s betgre . 
a they have got the Maſtery over us, and 
hate made jus their Slaves. And ſure we 
ſhall not met wich any difficulty in reſiſt- 
ing a Tempration or Icaviug a Sin, which 
is dat a Day old} and conſequently cunnot 
haue madeiany very ſtrong Engagement 
with out Inetinations and Aftections. But 4 
however; if we do not always leuve a Sin 
upon our fiuſt diſcovery of it, yet I think 
it willibe, morally ſpeaking, impoſſible to 
habituate our ſelves to it, and perſiſt long 
in the prabtiſe ot it, when xvery Night, 
that domes over our Heads; we hall calm- 
ly and delibemtely judge it to be à Sin, 
and conſequently dangerous ta de ꝓerſiſted 
in. Few Men; that put take che painsakus 

| tieGuent- 


LOSETI 
f frequently to Examine themſelves; can 
D ſuppos d to have arriv'd to ſuch a Pirch of - 
1410 Wickednefs as this is. For their very EX. 
mination of themſel ves, is an owning the: 
Senſe of Religion, and the Obligations the 
lie under to it. This advantage wWe mai}: 
therefore juſtly ex ge ct from a conſtant pe 
-tormance-:of this Dany, that it will mal 
uus walk ſo warily, that no Temptation ſha 
be able to prevail upon us ſo often as tt 
make us it S conſtant Slaves and Vaſſals 
but, if weihave the misfortune once or twic 
to be drawn aſide by it, yet our daily Ex 
- amination will ſo frequently condemn us to 
it, and make us ſo uneaſie under it, that i 
is very reaſonably to be hop'd we ſhal 
without any great difficulty forſake it, 

before it gets the Dominion over us. 
4011 Ibirdiy and Laſt ly,- This will afford U 
Joy unſpeakable. For by this frequent Ex 
amination of our ſelves: we! ſhall eafily 
know, whether we are indeed the Children 
of God, and Heirs of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven or no? And if our Conſciences will 
teſtiſte for us, That in ſimplicity und (God!) 
Anceriiy, not with fleſhly toiſdom, but by tht 
Fracę of God, we have had our Converſation 
in theWorld then may we indeed rel ce, 
With a reaſonable and well-grounded. Oy. 
Io theſe we muſt appeal, and, if, upon as 
1 437 . „„ 
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y Exalf::atone can we find à Foundation for ſuch 
the True and Inexpreſſible Joy and Satisfaction, 

thell as nothing elſe in the World can afford us. 
This was St. Pans Triumph, That he had 
-4 Conſciente void of offence 1amards God and 
Y- 10wards man. And it our Conſciences will 
give us the ſame, Teltimonyy, we ſhall be 
partakers of the ſame Triumphant Joy; 
„But perhaps you will ſay, that you dare 
not. Examine your ſelf, fot fear you ſhould 
not obtain this Teſtimony from your Con- 
ſcience. You know that your Conſcience is 
true, and will accuſe as well as excuſe you; 
and therefore you dare not queſtion it, leſt 
it ſhould give you ſuch Anſwers, as you 
ate very unwilling to hear. ine 
II chis be your Caſe, it is indeed very pi- 
teous, and. you have great reaſon to be 
{ concerned, when you think n it z but this 
till makes the Practiſe of this Duty more 
more need to examine into the ſtate of his 
Body, than he. who is . health. And 
he who is oppteſs d at 


* 


' beavy Burthen of Sins, has more need to 
ſearch into it, than he who feels little or no 
Burthenat all there. The firſt ſtep towards 
amendment is the diſcovery of our F Ae z 

ut for 
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| = - afraid ot look into it? Mas! Then I ſhall 
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Da eee dns 


for this D et of pur 


porruniry iy of eaſing our: 


— 


[ 
es us af We op. 


that we can 


ing on? Kees 


. defie. Ne therefore chat 2 
wounded Conſcience, — enquire f: 


What it was chat gave his Conſcience this 
Wound.; and, 3 found chat out, hel 
may eaſily af ly ſuck Arenen as in due 
time wilt work its Cure. 
Say not therefore with thy rar, OSiaver 
- thatrhou knoweſt thy Conſcience will con 
demn thee, and therefore thou wilt not. ask 
its Verdick. ETpis is a ſure May to Eternal 
Ruine. But reſdlve thus with thy ſebt, | 
5 O Lord, that my Soul is at preſaut 
ma very bad Condition; def d with all man 
* of Sin, and heavy laden with grief and 
anguiſh. What ſhall 1 do then? Shall I be 


grow continually worſe and worſe, and de- 
come every Day Ten- fold more che Child 
of Satan, cha was the Day before. No, 1 
am reſolv d What! will de; Iwill dive Ito 
the very bottom of my Soul; and make a 
ſtridt ſearch for thoſe Sins, which make me 
afraid of my ſelf. I will never leave ſearching 
till I have found them all out, and When! 
have found them, I will tear them out by 
force from my Soul, and nevet more ſufler 
dem to enter in. Then, and not cill gr 


eee Ho Soul | 
* mary in 


beyond a 1 Hows the Mer. 
chant re ede when, upen examination of 
his Books, he finds all his Affairs to Proſper 
and Succeed, even according to his Hearts 
defire? And, if chis be matter of ſuch j Joy 
to us, What an unſpeakable Tranſport {R 
we te in; when upon Examibarion of our 
Spiritual e we ſhall find that we 
have behav'd our jelves ſo as becometh the 
Heirs of Promiſe... | When our Conſcienoes 
ſhall give us this. Teſtimony, . that we have 
walked work of. our Vocation, and ſhall re- 
ceive for our Rewward an eee ance 
inthe Heavens, Bleſſed God! How Infinicely 
great will As oy. of that Soul be, which, 
Alter a ſtrĩct 4 Feb; Wa it Tell, 
can ſately a ly thoſe words of our Saviour 
t9 ir ſelf, Poll d ne thou good and. ja aithful 
Servant, enter has ve te Foy of. y Lord. 
This is 1ndezd to anticipate and foretaſte the 
Joys of Heaven; it i to make a er up- 
on Earth, and truly and properly to have 
our Converſation in Heaven vchil'ſt meat 
here. Bur, I need oY. no more to this pur 
poſe. The 5 and ſatisfaction * 
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every good Man has felt in the jerforminee 
ofthis Duty, will more n engage 
him to the conſtant practiſe of it, than any 
thing; which'I can ſay. And the Advantage 
which all bad Men have an, by a f{erious 
and conſtant Exerciſe of it, is Invitation 
N wy Sinner to ſet about! it. Ih 4) 


* 
ir A * * % 6 
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= Confe 2 2 of + Sins. 


Fer you have carefully ROE your 
£CX. lt, and have found what Sins you 
have commirted, and what Duties omitted; 
your next buſineſs muſt be, to make an ac- 
knowledgment both of your" Sins of Com. 
miſſion and Omiſſion to God. 
I 0 confeſs your Sins is not daely to own 
to God that you have ſinned, and to tell 
him what Sins you have been gvilty of; for 
*alas ! He who knoweth all rhings has no 
need of this: But it is to acknow Ws e your 
Sins, with a moſt hearty'Shame and Sorrow 
for them, and a firm Refolution ro amend 
them. He, who makes theſe the Compd- 
nions of his Verbal Confeſhon,' does truely 
and f perly confeſs his Sips; but he who 
 farisly eth er with a — * 
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od that hs has been guilty2of:Juch and 
uch Sins, and thinks that the bare mention- 
pg of them is ſufficient, offerꝭ to) God the 
ucrifice of Fools; and ſadly deceides his 
een Soul. To on that you have finned, is 
00wn that you have been a Raſeand Un- 
grateful Rebel againſt God, and that you 


_—_—_ 


Poon 


| avedonethar, which, if you do not repent 
f it, will fink yu into EFtarral Miſery. 
„Pad can you do this heartily and fniterely; 


ithout taking ſhame to your ſelf; without 
ing griev d at ydur folly that has branght 
ou into this dangerous Condition and with 
but reſolvi immediately to get aut of 11? 
Jo certainly; it is in vain for am Man te 
ay, that kedoth truly 1 


els he is thus affected with the 
hen. Ha may indeed on them outward- 
y wich his Lips, but this is not that Con- 
tefſion which God requires of us. This out- 
ard Confeſſion muſt be accompanied with 

the Inward: Confeſſion of the Soul ; and if 
ſelf by producing in us a moſt humble 
1 and hearty. ſorrow for o Sins, 

nd a ſtead faſt Reſolution of leaving them. 
it ought to be, i c. If it procteds from the 
bottom of our Souls, it will maſt certainly 
make us aſtam d of what ne 
Ian | | in 
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Sin is a Wach ofthe Laivs of Laws of God, whonf, 
we are bound upon accounts to Nog 
as he Dn Gln d Preſerver, the Juſt 
and Wiſe Goveinour of the World, and oui 
continual Friend and Benefactori And chere 
fore to acknowledge that we have ſinned 
is to acknowledge that we have been perk, 
dious and unfaithful, Safe and ungtatefu 
Kreul d i And as it pofſible fut us rqthink 
we are 10; 2 
ö ee and conoundat x ite 8 bi 

r us ſincerely to con this, and yet 1 
take no Shame to our ſelyes? : No ſureh) 
it is not. It is meer diſtfenbling nh God, 
to tell him, that we are ſenſible how vile) 
2 footithly we have affe him, a6 
t at che ame rime , Bot Ab much 28/1 


arwhart we ſay. This: inly daico 
vers chat our hearts go not wich om 
lips, and that we ſuy thingswhich we donn 


. know the meaning of. For:co'be-rhroughty 
convinc'd chat we have done thoſe th! 
which:we'ought to be very much abham i 
of and yet ndt to be aſhani d, is 2 ching in 
conſiſtent. Shame naturally ariſeth from a 
ſenſe vfivur: having done what was not be 
coming; and therefore wherethis is want: 
ing , dc is Juftly d0 be fear d u due ſenſe of 
our Faults is wanting too Holy Leu in 
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ned andblaſh 29 , up my face $0'thee, 


y God, for our iniguities axe dncreaſed auer 
r beads, a laurireſpaſs eſs ee e, 


ſravens, And thus fepre- 


| doth Zerem ! 
ea the Irachtes, confeſũng their 2 8 8 
ie down in our ſhame, and burg 

K s, for toe haue fiannod ugarnft ihe 

our Gad, toe and our Sathers, 25 
uth corn unto N am haue Te: 

the voice of the Lord our 1 
oth pious Dain, in ais eee 
knowledg his on and the Peo 

A | Logs, 10 4 


nd t eee 
aake a Canfeſſion of our Sins te God: Own 
fufion muſt be, continually before us, 7 [ 
* owes Saur faces muſt cover '#s.;: 
nult feel che reproaches d Wat beg and 
ifingenuriry, which we on Out Lelves t 
e guiley of, within us; orelſe we d not 
artily and ſincerely acknowledge them. 
Secondly, "Our Confeſton mai be acdem · 
Aanied. * ſotrow for Our Sips H we 
e-truly ſenſidle of the great danger we 
ve hrought gur ſelves into h/ finn ing, wr 


nor. help heing donterned at . Gref is 
thi 1 furs anda 
els of N d, oocabionel panel 


bd * 
AL 
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which at prefent is, docking back up 5 
which has been, or forward upon tr whid 
will moſt certainly prove Hurtful to us. Ao 
therefore it is nonſence to ſay, that: we'd 
heartily acknowledge before God, that v 
are ſenſible of that great danger which o | 
Sins have brought us into, and yet at th 
ſame time to be eaſie and unconcerned u 
der this ſenſe of Danger. Nay ir is Blaſphs 
my to on that we ate in à ſtate of Dy 
nation, which every Sinner is who has nt 
Repented of his Sins, and yet to ſhow'n 
ſorrow'or concern for chis our tru! deple 
rable Condition. Hardineſs under ſuch cir 
cumſtandes as theſe, proceeds Rom want 0 
Senſe; and therefore to acknowledge thi 
we have ſinned and not to be ſorry for i 
is to ſhow that we know not what finnine 
means. This is a poor heartleſs Confethon 
which will never reach up to Heaven; th 
ther our Confeſſion of our Sins and our Sor 
"-= for them muſt 50 together. Theſe an 
ble Companlons, and it is in vain'tt 
ick of offering up Uo thef {tro God without 
thelatter: I 10, 2 mine Iniquity, faith 
Holy David, I will be ſorry'for my Sint 
and in another place, when he is confeſſing 
his Sins, My /orrow, faith he, ig continuall 
before me. And ſo muſt ours be too or elſe 
_ our Confefon will be to no purpoſe. 
21 W Thirdy 
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hichhertorming gur Duty b better for 
 AtWor when we .owp that we we ET ana 


"we'dwn that we haye done that which 


ms 
Te bat w n 


- mu 5 1 
fol 


5 
our Confeſhon is ſuch 1 
F you are trul jr on Arti) 
or the Sins, which you "conf . yo 
Sau reſolve 10. leave; to 
ain'toſerter; then is your onfelfon 9 and 

ch as God requires. If not, e only 
ock God, and deceive your ſe 
urward Confeſſion , of that, vn] hich 700 
aye no imward ſenſe of. . 
This  Conteſhon, of our Sits maſt, be 
iel General and Farticular. 


ire 
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1 eral, We muſt acknowledge th 
Wear Jaturally mclin'd'to'do > th 
is fearce. à Thought in our Heat 
dicke poo: that t we are coninuatly 1 
hi Commands of God; and that! 


ave been Gon wee 25 Sins whi 
Rave ef 


our norice: e | 


or who Lives haye heal 
and Wickedneſs, and that we have tf 
Kick or done fomething almoſt M 
Gn of them, which was diſpl frng 
cs A * e 1 FX FERN 
In parricithar, We toaſt confeſs: th 
Sits,” which upon Fxatuination we lin 
Found our ſelves to have been guilty 61. 
what fort or Rind ſoever they may be. 
mut ackhoweiedge them ar length one 
one; that ſo by a particular enumeration! 
them, Uhr fttame- may be entreaſed, 0 
Lt by? a and 1 175 wh of le 
ving our Sit, ſtrength ned 
Bdtt ir t enough ag dale Fs, to reckt 
up our Sins, we muſt be füre ro aggrava 
dem l chat a is, to ſhow: Gi they Bo 
been dne withfuch Circumſtances,as mak 
chem much worfe than ſimply in their ov 
Nature they are. Thus for inſtance we mul 
own, not that we have ſinned, 
thatwehave Fine a gainſt the cleareſt let 
pollible, * the Tot n Ch 
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ee, of. Conſcience, upon the 
iht 1 3 poorelt in- 
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WED uſt 
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EEE 
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o come! Ant tha ſerious conſideration: of 
Jeſe chings will yer much cœduce t the 
ed. wiring Bebe | ns in us, a5 do. 
reckt home the Duty of Confeſnen 1 01 
As for the frequency of our Conk 
Longhs to he twice a Dan At- leaks vt. ; 
chen we offer our Morning aud Eyen- 
V ng r It has been the 
he mulCuſtom of all Holy Men of Old to uſher 
d. bln their Prayers to God with a Confeſſion 
iel L Sine. This has been ſo conſtantly 
-ci@raQiled by all Pious Men, that Confeſſion, 


is 
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them; And o cettainly they were. An 
good, hat this Cuſtom of beginning Out 


caſiom to ſhow you,” we muſt let öur Con. 
feſſions go before us to the Throne of Grace 


fit for this humble Office. Moreover, this 
was the poſtufe which the Holy Men and 
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105 now Lok Upon as a part of Prayer; 
though Kfietly 14845 pr ei as told yo 
before, i it is nor 1.  Afid-this practice 0 
theirs ems to me to have been founded 
upon extraordinary good Reaſon: For the 
thought themifelves unworthy: to aSK an 
rhing of God; till they ad humbled: tl 
ſelves before him in a ſofrowful Conteffion 
of their Sins, and a frm reſolutjot to lean 


this reaſon has been always thought ſo 


ayers with's: Confeſſion ef our ſins has 
beetr contintfeJ'down-even-t6 us; and ac 
cordingly Gur Excellent Church © follom: 
this Method in her Publick Service When: 
ſoeyer'tlittefore we offer up our Prayers to 
God in Private; which we muſt de at leaſt 
twice a Day, as I ſhall hereafter have oc: 


to make way for our Prayers 


The poſture which will beſt Jacknelys 
in + the - papforciiatice of this Duty, vis Kneel- 
ing; this being reckoned theimoſt humble 


ure ainongit us, and conſequently moſt 


Prophets of Old uſed in the Confeſſion of 


heit Sins. Thus do we read of Eæra ch. 9. 
ver. 
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rayerWuer. 5. That he fell upon his knees, and 
d yo, read out his bands wnto the Lord bis God, 
ice Mund ſaid, O my God, &c. And thus did 


unde oly Daniel, as we may read, ch. 6. Der. 
r theyſi 1. So that if we think that the Prophets 


of God himfelf are worthy our Imitation, 
his is the Poſture which will moſt become 
s. Let us therefore, as our Church Ex- 
orts, draw near to God, and make our 
humble Confeſhon to Him, meekly kneeling 


Jon our Knees.” 


9 *® - 


I ſhall'not here ſet down any Form of 
ns ha Confeſſion, but I will direct you to two ex- 
nd ac traordinary good ones, - which are compo- 
ollo ws ſed according to the _ above-mentioned 
When Rules. Theſe you will find ready for your 
rers tofluſe at the latter end of The whole Duty of 
at leaſti Man, and theſe I would adviſe. you con- 
ve oc. Iſtantly to keep to. R TINS L 
r Con- I will not trouble you with a particular 
Grace enumeration of all thoſe Benefits and Ad- 
N uvantages, which we ſhall receive from a 
me us conſtant performance of this Duty. There 
Kneel-Mis one ſo tranſcendently great, and ſo much 
mble beyond all the reſt, that I think I ſhould 
Idiſparage your Judgments, if I ſhould offer 
is any other to your Conſideration. And this 
and Iſis the Promiſe which is made us. 1 John 
Ton off: 9. [521 I/ we confeſs our ſins, Gol is faith- 


2 ch. 9. % and juſt to forgroe us our fins, and 19 
ver. ; cleanſe 
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cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs, i. e. Ii: 
we confeſs our Sins with a true ſhame and 
ſorrow for them, and a ſteady reſolution to 
leave them, God will free us from the pu- 
niſhment of our Sins, and nor ſuffer them 
to riſe up in Judgment againſt us. This in. 
deed is a Noble Argument to encourage uz 
frequently and ſincerely to perform this 
Duty. Our Sins, which before were as red a 
Scarlet, ſhall now become as white,as Snow, 
and our Pardons ſhall be ſealed to us by the 
Hand of God himſelf. S0 that, if we take 
care to be true to our Confeſſion, in the fol. 
lowing part of our Lives; God will certain. 
ly make good ts Promiſe , and will no 
More remember our Iniquities. Blefled 
God! O how Infinite art thou in thy Mer: 
cies, that ſerreſt ſo eafie a, Ranſom upon us 
As Naaman was commanded by the Prophet 
only to waſh and be clean, ſo are we com. 
manded by our moſt Gracious God only to 
contels our Sins, and he has promiſed to for- 
give us. O let us haſten then to make ſure 
of this Bleffing. Let us proſtrate, our ſelves 
before God, and be heartily aſhamed and 
ieved at our Sins, let us immediately re- 
Live to forſake them, that ſo our God may 
delight in us to do us good, and to bermerct- 
tul ro us in the tree pardon and remiſſion of 
our Sins. Behold Lord! We come, we 1 
e ; 
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all coveted with ſhame and contuſion, and 
inwardly poſſeſſed with a true hatred of our 
Sins. Receide s, O Gracioms Father, re- 
cerve us into the arms of. thy mercy; Pur a- 
way our Sing far from us, and blot us not 
out of theBook of Life. Then ſhall we rejoyce 
with Joy a gs and ſhall feel the ef- 
ficacy of a ſincere and holy Confeſſion. 


8 * 8 r 


ITY 


ertain- 
vill no yl R Confeffions muſt be immediatel 
12 0 followed by our Prayers, . which A 


may now offer with ſome ſort of boldneſs 
Te the Throne f Grace, having in fome 
eig meaſure appeas d our God, who before was 
6 175 angry with us for our Sins, by a ſincere and 
* JO ſorrowful Confeſſion of them. And, becauſe 
5 5 it is impoſſible for us to perform our Du- 
me ties as we ought, before we throughly un- 
derſtand them, I think it will be neceſſary 
for us, in order to our underſtanding and 
diſcharging this Duty aright, briefly to en- 
quire into theſe following particulars. 
Ton of 1. What Prayer is. K ORE. . 
mono 2. What we are to Pray for. Firſt, in 
_— general, Secondly, more particularly in our 
| Cloſets. „ 3. With 


JON us. 


ſelves 
ed and 
ely re- 
od may 
merci- 


64 The DUTIES of the CLOSET. 
3. With what Diſpoſitions of Mind ou 
Prayers muſt be offered up to Gd. 
4. In whoſe Name our Prayers muſt b 
offered up. V 

5. Whether it be moſt adviſeable to uſe 
a ſet Form of Prayer in our Cloſets, or to 
pray extempore, or as ſome are pleas'd to 
call it, by the Spirit, re Wet 

6. How often we muſt perform this Duy 
in our Cloſets. | — 

7. And Laſtly, What poſture will beſ 
become us, while we are offering up ou: 
„„ 

1. Prayer, according to the Commoi 
Notion and Acceptation of the Word, is: 
making Suits or Requeſts to any Perſon, and 
upon any account whatſoever. To Requeſt 
or Sue for a thing, is to ask it in a meek 
and humble manner, to entreat and beg 
for it, and not to demand it. It is to ask 
for a thing in ſuch a modeſt way, as if the 
thing, which we ask for, where not our 
Righr and Due, but were to come from the 
Free Bounty and meer Goodneſs of Him, 
to whom we make our Requeſts. In 3 
Word, it is to ask in ſuch a manner, as 
may evidently ſhow our Inability to help 
our ſelves, and our Entire Dependance up- 
on him, to whom we addreſs our ſelves, 
for that thing which we ask ot him. Pray: 

el 
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er then conſider d at large, is nothing elſe 
ut an Humble, Modeſt, and Reſpectful way 


pf Asking, a Begging or Intreating any 
hing of any Perſon whatſoever. 


dan But, conſider d. as it is a Religious Du- 
> 1 My. it is only an offering up of Requeſts to 


od, and therefore may very. properly be 
ſaid, in St. Paul s Words, Phil. 4. 5. to be 
a making kxown our requeſts unts God. To 
11 bel Fim, and Him alone mult we Pray, if we 
xpect our Prayers ſhould be looked upon 
as truly Religious Prayers. For he allows 
no Body to ſhare with Him in his Worthip 
but, as our Saviour tells us, We maft Horn- 
ip the Lord our God, and him only n we 
erve. In all our Neceſſities we are ſtrictly 
ommanded to have recourſe ro Him, and 
d bee other. Call upon the Lord, and call upon 
Abe Lord your God, is the common Language 
ik thelef Scripture, but we are no where allowed, 
4 much leſs commanded, to pay this part of 
Religious Worſhip to any other. So thar 
to Pray, in a Religious Senſe, is to put up 
our Requeſts to God, and God alone. 

2. Having ſtared the Notion of Prayer, 
it will be needful in the next place to inform 
vou what you are to Pray for, and in or- 
Elres der to this, it will be convenient briefly to 

conſider the ſeveral parts of Prayer diſtinct- 
ly, which are theſe Ihren. 

n E 3 Firſt 


65 The DUTIES of the CLOSET: 


Firſt Petition, or a begging of Bleſſing; 
and Mercies tor our ſelves, both Spiritual 
and Temporal. _ 12 

The Spiritual Bleſſings which we muſt 
pray for are theſe, Forgiveneſs of Sins, 1 
true and ſted taſt Faith in Chriſt, and Grace 
to umend our Lives, and to improve in all 

Vertue and Holineſs, and to perſevere in 

them to our Lives en cg. 

The Temporal Bleflings, which we muſt 
ask for, are all the Neceſſaries and Conve- 
niencles of this preſent Life. By Conyeti- 
encies, Ido not mean what every Man fan. 
cieth to be convenient; but what really is 
ſo, what is ſo neceſſary to our Well-being 
here, that. without it we muſt be in ſome 
degree miſerable. Of this Nature are, 

Health, Friends, Reputation, Abilities qui 
table to our ſeveral Callings, Liberty, Peace, 

Food, Rayment, c. But we muſt not 

pray for any of the Luxuries or Superfluiries 

of Life, ſuch as a great Eſtate, Vaſt Pow- 
er and Authority, Mighty Honour and Re- 
ſpect, Cc. Theſe, it God pleaſerh to be- 

{tow them on us, we muſt thankfully re- 
ceive, but we muſt not preſume to ask for 
them. Our Saviour alloweth us only to 
ask for our daily Bread: i. e. for all things 
neceſſary for our Comfortable Support and 
Suſtenance in this preſent Life. 


| Secondly, 
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Secondly, A ſecond part of Prayer is In- 
terceſhon, or a begging Bleſſings and Mer- 
cies for other Men. We muſt pray tor all 
Men, not only our Governors, Parents, 
Friends, Relations and Benefactors (though 
theſe indeed we mult pray for in a more 
eſpecial manner) but alſo for our very Ene- 
mies; for thus has our Lord Commanded 
us to Pray for thoſe that deſpightfully uſe us. 
Matth. 5. 24. And the Bleſſings which we 
ask for rheſe, mult be likewiſe Spiritual and 
Tempofal. _ ITY 21 

I. Spiritual, if they are I, Zeros, 
Infidels, or Hereticks, we mult beg of God, 
to forgive their Errors, and to bring them 
to the knowledg of the Fruth, to Entighr- 
en ſuch of them as are in Darkneſs, and to 
Convert ſuch as are in Sin. If true Chri- 


ſtians, we muſt beſeech God to Pardon theirs 


Sins, to give them Grace to repent of them, 
and to amend their Lives, to do their Du- 
ties diligently in their feveral Callings, and 
to hold faſt their moſt Holy Faith. _ 

2. Temporal, The very fame Temporal 
Bleſſings, which we asked for our ſelves, 
muſt we ask for them alſo. Our Saviour 
does not bid us, when we Pray, to ſay, 
Groe me my daily Bread, but groe us our 
daily Bread, whereby he plainly ſhews us, 
That-we muſt ask the ſame Temporal Bleſ- 
| „ ſings 
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ſings for all other Men that we do for ou 
ſelves; he himſelf having put us all to. 
gether in one Petition. 
Thirdiy, The laſt part of Prayer is De. 
. or a beſeeching of God to divert 
Evils both from our ſelves and other Men. 
Thus our Saviour bids us pray, in his moſt 
admirable Form of Prayer, Deliver us {rom 
Evil. By Evil is meant principally Sin, 
which is indeed the only true Evil of Man; 
and in the next place, all thole Torments, 
Pains, Troubles, Diſquietudes, Vexarions, 
and Uneaſineſſes, which Sin was the firit 
cauſe of. So that to pray to be delivered 
from Evil, is to pray that God would keep 
us from being made Slaves to Sin, and from 
the Puniſhment that is due to it, and alſo 
from all Pains, Croſſes, Troubles and Afffi- 
ctions in this World, which may in Tome 
ſenſe be called Evils. 
This, in General, muſt; be the ſubject 
matter of all our Prayers, in-our Churches, 
our Families and our Cloſets. We mult 
not at any ſet time of Prayer, ask leſs than 
this, either for our ſelves. or other Men. 
If we do, our Prayers will be Lame and 
Imperfect, and unfit to be offer d to that 
God, who requires a perfect Sacrifice at 
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our ſelves with ſuch a general performance 
of this Duty; we have there an opportuni- 
of being more particular in our Prayers, 
than in Publick we could poſſibly be, and 
therefore we muſt not think to put God off 
with general Requeſts, but we muſt nicely 
enquire into our own and other Mens parti- 
cular Wants, and put up particular Prayers 

for a ſupply of them. bs 
Thus for inſtance, we muſt not think it 
enough to beſeech God in General to forgive 
our Sins, but we muſt reckon vp our parri- 
cular Tranſgreſſions, and conſider which are 
our moſt common and moſt heinous Sins, 
and then in an eſpecial manner beg Pardon 
for them. We muſt not ſatisfie our ſelves 
with asking God in general to give us his 
Grace, but we mult reflect upon our ſelves 
and ſee what particular (races we want 
moſt, whether Faith, Love, Hope, Humi- 
lity, Zeal, Sincerity, or the like; and ha- 
ving found out which of all theſe we ſtand 
in greateſt need of, we mult particulariy 
Addreſs our Prayers to God for it. In what 
particular Point ſoever we find oar Souls 
weak, there eſperially muſt we beg of God 
to ſupply our ittengch. __ 445 
The ſame may be ſaid as to dur Tempo- 
ral Concerns. It we are well in all reſpects, 
and have no particular want, then à general 
| 2 Pray er 
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Prayer to God to continue us in-our Condt- 
tion may be ſufficient ; but if we are op- 
prefled with Sickneſs, forſaken by, or be- 
reav'd of our Friends, abus'd in our Repu- 
tations, weak in our Abilities, depriv'd of 
our Liberty, perplex'd by ill Men, or de- 


| fitute of the Conveniencies of Life. If we 


are under any of theſe, or ſuch like parti- 
cular preſſures, it will become us in a parti- 


_ cular manner, to beg of God to adminiſter 


proper Relief to us, and to eaſe us eſpeci- 
Ally from that particular Burthen, with 
which we are oppreſs d. e 

And the ſame Method muſt we follow 


in our Interceſſions for others: If any of 


our Governors, Parents, Friends, Relations, 


Benefactors, niy, or our very Enemies 


have been drawn into any Notorious Sin, 
or manifeſtly ſtand in need of any Spiritual 
Grace or Good, it will be our Duty to be- 
ſcech God, in a particular manner, to par- 


don the former, and to beſtow upon them 


the latter. 


Again, if we know any of them to be in 


Sickneſs, Need, Trouble, or any other Ad- 


verſity, we mult be ſure to make particular 
mention of them in our Private Prayers, 
and to. beg, of God, that he would ſupply 


their particular Wayts. | 
Thus likewiſe in our Deprecations, if 
any 


= 
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ny Evil ſeems to be vety near any of us, 


ind plainly threatens us, we mult particu- 
arly pray againſt it, in a more eſpecial 
anner than we do againſt any other Evil. 
And the reaſon why we ſhould: be thus 


e particular in our Private Prayers is very 
e plain, viz. Becauſe God has no where pro- 
1- Wnis'd us to give us any thing, but what we 
1- ask for. He has been pleasd to make 
I asking the Condition of Receiving, and 
1 


making our Wants knoryn, the Condition of 
having them ſupplyed; not that he needs 
N to be told what we want; for this he knows: 
much better than we can tell him; bur ask- 
Ning is a fort of Homage which He requires 
„ ot us his Creatures, and without it we. have 
S Ino reaſon to expect any thing we ſtand in- 
„ need of. When therefore we have time 
1 Wand opportunity to lay open our particular 
Wants before our Heavenly Farher, as we 
have in our Cloſets, He will moſt undoubt- 
> I edly expect it from us; and it we*omit 
the doing of it, I ſce no reaſon why we 
: I ſhould hope to receive from God any Re- 
lief or Supplies ſuitable ro our particular 
needs. Our Church it felf, even in her Pub- 
„lick Prayers, takes a great deal of care to 
be as particular as poſſibly She can; and 
though She cannot poſſibly mention every 
particular Man's Wants by chemſelves; yet 
| in 
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in ſeveral Caſes ſhe has order d that a par 
ticular mention ſhould be made of them 
And ſurely if the Church endeavours ſ 
much to be particular in her Publick Pray. 
ers, we who have all opportunities of being 
more particular in our Private Prayers 
ſhould not negleCt being ſo. David in ſeve. 
ral places makes particular mention of his 
molt heinous Sins, and begs particular Par: 
don for them. Thus in the 51 P/a/m he 
teſeeches God at large to pardon his Sins 
of Murder and Adultery; and in the ſame 
Fſalm particularly prays for ſome Spiritual 
Bleſſings, which he then ſtood in greateſi 
need of, ſuch as Purity of Heart, and In- 
ward Joy and Comfort. And thus St. Paul 
tells Timothy 2. 1, 3. That he always made 
particalar remembrance of bim in his Prayers; 
and thus likewiſe in another place he aſſures 
Philemon, That he always made mention of 
him in his Prayers, as he tells us he did 
aiſo of the Romans, the Epheſians, and the 
Theſſalonians. Thus did Holy Abraham in 
Private intreat God to divert thoſe Jude- 
ments which he had threatned the Sodomites 
withal, Ger. 18. 23. And thus did Moſes 
ta ticularly pray againſt. rhoſe Judgments 
waich were juſt ready to deſcend upon the 
Children of Wed becauſe they had turned | © 
-6/ide out of the way wich God 8 v 
n len, 


"The DUTIES of the. CLOSET. 73 
tbem; and had made them a Molten Calf, as 
you may read, Exod. 32. 11. Nay thus 
did our Bleſſed Saviour himfelf, when he 
| was praying in Private, and had ſome fore- 
ing taſte of thoſe grievous Sufferings which he 
was juſt about to undergoe: Thus I ſay did 
ve. he beſeech God in a particular manner, 
his That , it were poſſible, that op might paſs 
ar from him. Thus you ſee, theſe Holy Men did 
hel nor think it enough, to offer up general 
ins Prayers to God, but having opportunity to 
me be particular in their Requeſts, they were 
ual fo. For themſelves they eſpecially beggd 
eſt ſuch : Bleſſings, as they ſtood in greateſt 
In. need of. Ot others they made particular 
ul mention in their Prayers; and they were 
de careful particularly to pray againſt thoſe 
rs; Ml Evils which more immediately threatned 
es themſelves or others. Let us not then ſatis- 
fie our ſelves with asking Bleſſings of God 
id in general only, but let us lay open our 
he particular caſes before him, which unleſs 
in we do when we have opportunity, I cannot 
p- | promiſe that God will take notice of them. 
„And thus much ſhall ſuffice to ſhow what 
ue are particularly to pray for in our Clo- 
ts | fers. I come now | 
e Thirdly, to ſhow with what Diſpoſitions 
d of Mind our Prayers muſt be offered up 
4 I to God, and they are theſe following. 


0 Firſt, 


"= 
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_ Firſt, Humility, This the very Notion of rbea 
Prayer includes in it; for Frag: as J told Re V 
you before, is nothing elſe bur an humble 
way of asking. He that asks for any thing 
without Humility, cannot properly be ſaid 
to pray for it, but to demand it, not to 
it as a Favour, but to challenge it as a Debt. 
But this way of asking will very ill become 
us, who are needy and dependent Crea- 
tures, always in want, and always unable 
to ſupply our leaſt wants: Us, who are 
poor helpleſs Creatures, ſuſtained, by the 
tree Bounty and Mercy of God, and uncapa- 
ble of obtaining any thing, but what his I} 
_ Goodneſs pleaſeth to beſtow upon us. If we 
expect that our Prayers ſhould be heard, we 
muſt offer them up with an humble Heart, 
deeply ſenfible of its on Poverty, and ful- 
ly convinced of its own Inability to gratiſie 
its Deſires, even in the leaſt thing which 
they thirſt after. If we come to God, with 
ſuch a deep and humble Senſe of our poor 
and mean Condition, then will our Pray- IF 
ers be acceptable unto him, then he him- IÞ'®! 
ſelf has fired us, that he wil! look down 
from Heaven and hear 1s. For he forgetteih 
not the cry of the humble, bur hears their 
deſire. But ik we are puffed up in our proud 
Nearts, and think that we have little or no 
need of God, it will be beſt for us then to 
| ü | * tor- 
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of rbear offering up any Prayers to him, for 
old ey will be an abomination unto him; for 
reſpelleth not the proud, but will ſcatter 
em in the Imagination of their Hearts. 
Secondly, Attention, Prayer is the Buſi- 
ſs of the Soul, and he who reads the 
ords of a Prayer, and lets not his Heart go 
long with his Words, can be no more pro- 
Ferly {aid to Pray, than he who is reading 
Play or a Romance: And yet alas! we 
ave too much reaſon to fear, that this is all. 
he praying that many —_ make. It is, 
od knows, too common a Fault, to ſatisfie 
Fur ſelves with a calling upon God with our 
e, though our hearts are never ſo far from 
im, and to think we have performed our 
uty, when we have ſaid our Prayers, 
1- Irhicher we regarded one Word we ſaid or 
ie o. But this is all a {ad Cheat upon our 
ch Nelves; and if we take not timely care to- 
ch Worrect ouf miſtake, we ſhall, when it is. 
or oo late, find how miſerably we have de- 
ely'd our ſelves, The Heart is the Spring 
Jom whence proceed all our Deſires and 
betitions; our Words are only outward Ex- 
preſſions of our Hearts, and though to Men, 
who can gueſs at out Thoughts only by 


. 
ö 


d. uhat we lay, they may make known our 
o Requeſts, yet to God they ſignifie nothing, 
o unleſs they are the Inward Language 4 

the 
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the _ Pour dg as the Outward Lang 
age of the Lips. 5 4 
dh, We Naſt pray with a fincer: — 5 
deſign to make a right uſe of thoſe Bleſ 
ſings which we pray for. If we ask for Spi-. 
ritual Bleſſings, only to make a Show and 
Boaſting of them, to feed our own vain Glo. 
ry and Pride, and not to make uſe of th 
as they were intended by God, for the Pro- 
motion of his Honour, and the Salvation. 
of our Souls, we muſt not expect to obtain 


e p 


them. Or, if we ask for Temporal Bleſ: by 
ſings, with a defign tb ſerve ſome ill end E 


by them, we muſt not think it hard, if God Mole 
does not think fit to anſwer our Prayers Nit 2 
* 5 and 2 _ ſaith St. ee Be· our 

cauſe ye ask amiſs; that ye may conſume it 
upon i luſts. God 28 regards — 
the Intention of the Asker, and therefore 
we mult take care, that our Deſigns in ask- 
ing may be always ſuch; as will be well 
pleaſing in his fight. If not, we ſhall ask Nhe 
amiſs, and ſhall not receive. | 
. Fourthly, We muſt pray with Faith, not Ihe 
doubting in the leaſt but that God can and If 
will anſwer our Requeſts, if the thinks fit. I w 
St. Nr tell us, Ch. 1. ver. 6. That we Has 

muſt as& in faith, not hing wavering. He 
who asks without Faith, prays without a 
right Senſe of God upon Ris Mind 2 
1 | 1 there- 
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herefore cannot in reaſon hope to have bit 
rayers heard. Faith is the Foundation o 
prayer, becauſe we believe that there is a 
od who can and will help us, therefore 
Ire pray unto him; but unleſs we are poſ- 
eſs'd with ſuch a Faith as this, there is no 
eaſon why we ſhould pray. To the Prayer 
pf Faich God has made a Promiſe that it 
all be effectual, The Prayer of Faith ſhall 
ave the Sick. But he who prayeth wirh- 
at Faith, calls either God's Power or Ve- 
cats Hoa ueſtion, and is not like to receive 
any Benefit from his Prayers. 1 
Fiſibiy, We muſt pray with Fervency. A 
old Lukewarm Prayer is juſt next to none 
At all, next to our not defiring a thing is 
our being indifferent whether we obtain it 
or no; and therefore if we ſhow any Cold- 
neſs or Indifferency in our Prayers to God, 
ve he will be as cold and indifferent as we. 
He has been graciouſly pleas'd to promiſe 
that fervent Prayer ſhall avail much; but 
SK Ike hates thoſe who are neither cold nor hot 
in their Prayers : It we are thus /ukewarm, 
ot he will /pze 24 out of his Mouth, and be ſo 


- tar from giving us what we ask, that he 
a will ſeverely punifh us for this manner of 
T7, MD. 1 19 609190 2 907 19 u 
le Sixi hly and Lefily , We muſt ask with 
d Jan entire reſignation to God's Will, firmly 


4 reſolvd 
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reſolvd that we will be contended ani nore 
well-pleaſed, if he ſhould not think fit tonfie 
RANK, us Requeſts. Thus prayed the Bleſ Fe. 
ed Jeſus, Father, if it be pollible let this m 
cup paſt from me, nevertheleſs not as I willp"< f. 
but as thou wilt ; and thus alſo muſt wes 7 
pray, We may ask for any of thoſe BlefÞow: 
ſings which I have before directed you toþ4ith 
pray for, but ſtill with ſubmiſſion to the Pi 

ivine Will. If God in his Infinite Wiſdomſſþe1v« 
think fit to beſtow them upon us, we multi B 
moſt gladly receive them; but if lie judgetiſ v 
it beſt for us to be without them, we muſtf tor 
be. contented. to be fo. -Nevertbeleſs nuf pur 
_as I will, but as thou wilt, muſt be the con- N wer 
cluſion of all our Prayers. God knows in- N ven 
finitely better than we ourſelves, what if pur 
good for us, and therefore to his wife Pro- vil 
vidence we may ſafely, nay we are in all the 
reaſon bound to commit our ſelves. be 

Theſe are thoſe Holy Diſpoſitions of Mind fab 
which God requires in alt thoſe wh& ask I ſel 
any thing of him. I ſhould have added to 2 
theſe a firm refolution of Mind to leave / 
our Sins, and become better; for without 5 
this all our Prayers will be ineffectual. But I '? 
this I told you before, you muſt be ſure to I tf 
put on in the Confeſſion of your Sins, be- 
tore you preſume to ask any thing of God, k 
and therefore I think it needleſs to fay I U 
l 7” _ 
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annore of it here. Let us then procred to 
t onßdd er.. ETFS, <a 
le Fourtbly, In whoſe Name all our Pray- 
hrs mult be offered up. We, of our ſelves, 
0% Jre ſuch vile and baſs Wretches, That toe 
t ee not worthy ſo much as to lift up our eyes 
ZlefſſWowards Heaven. For we know, as St. John 
1 toffaith, Ch. 9. ver. 31. that God heareth not 
the ners; and therefore we, conſider d in our 
lomſ{clves, are utterly unfit to pray to him: 
nutzt tbe Lamb of God which hath talen a- 
rethſſi 20e Sins of the World, hath made way 
ſtor us to the Ihroze of Grace; he hath 
vet purged, us from thoſe Sins, which before 
on-. were as a thick Miit between us and Hea- 
in- wen; and by his moſt pretious Blood hath 
t ig purchaſed and redeem'd our forfeited. Pris 
ro-fvilege of calling upon God. In his Name 
all therefore muſt all our Suits, and Requeſts. 
be put up; and in his Name, and for his. 
ind {ake they ſhall be accepted. This he him. 
ask ſelf aſſures us, Johm 14. 13, 14. Whatfo- 
to ever ye [hall ask in my Name, that will 1 do: 
we he 25k any thing in n Name Iwill do it. 
but And again, What/oever ye ſhall ask the Fa- 
ut If ther in my Name, he will giue it you. When 
to therefore thou haſt any Requeſt to offer up 
de- to God, be ſure to remember that of thy 
xd, I ſelf thou art unworthy to offer it up, and 
ay cherefore let it be put up in the Name of 
efiis 


ing that, as Tam an utter * „ to Extem Nient 


| pomey rh in Publick, fo 


forbid it in Publick, yet 1 think there is 


are in the World, that are able to frame a 


think fit to offer up to God ? 


The 
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Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, for the alone noſe 


of whoſe Worthineſs God will vouchſafſlion 2 
to hear our Petitions. r, tt 


- Fifthly, I now come to that Queſtionſſhant, 
Whether it be moſt adviſeable to uſe ExÞMedi 
temporary Prayers, or a Set Form, in thihoft 
Cloſet. -- And here I cannot forbear ownÞrayc 


am al ſo in 
rivate. For although we cannot urge all 
thoſe Arguments againſt it in Private, which 


enough to be ſaid againtt the uſe of it, even 
here, to perſwade every reaſonable Man to 
M 

Firſt, Let us conſider how few Men there nd 


Regular and Compleat Prayer, even when 
they ſtudiouſly and deliberately ſet about 
it. And how then can we expect that we 
{ſhall be able to do that without Study ot 
Deliberation, and in a moment, which we 
cannot do even when we apply our ſelves 


with Care and Diligence to it? How Lame Nyit 


and Imperfect mult the ſudden Prayers of 


thoſe Men be, whoſe moſt mature and | 
well-digeſted Thoughts can produce no- 
thing that is worthy the Sacred Name of 


Prayer, nothing which they themſelves can 


5 cond, | 


”_ 

— 
T. 
— 


Mlhoſe Men, who with Study and Delibera- 
ion are able to compoſe a es Pray- 
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Secondly, How few are there, even of 


r, that can do it ſuddenly, and in an in- 
ant, without any previous Thought or 
editation. It —— perhaps puzzle the 
oſt ready Man we have, to make ſuch a 


Prayer on a ſudden, as ſhould not be defi- 


ient in any part of it. Or, ſuppoſing we 
ould find ſome Men. that are able to do 
his, yet ſure they will not pretend that 
hey can compoſe a Prayer, às good in e- 
ery reſpect on the ſudden, as they can 
hen they have time for thinking allowed 
hem. Jo make a general Prayer, which 

all anſwer all our Wants and Occafions, 
nd ſhall place every thing in that juſt Me- 
hod, which its Order requires, muſt be a 

ork of Time and Thought. 

Since then there are ſome Men who are 
in no wiſe able to make a Prayer; and 
Ince thoſe who are able, yet cannot do it 
on a ſudden, at leaſt cannot do it ſo well, 
is when they take time, and ſet about it 
vith thoughtfulneſs; we cannot but con- 
lude that it is neceſſary both for the one 
and the other to uſe a Set Form of Prayer; 
n which they may ask of God all thoſe 
nings they ſtand in need of, in ſuch. a de- 


ent Manner and orderly Method, as will 
Fe moſt acceptable to him. 


Add 


rr EAR on mere a 4 
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2 Add to this, that a Set Form of Praye ) off 
is-2 great _ to mh vey oP ex my 
temporary Prayer perfe erplexeth an? 
aſtratteth the ind. How Sit poſſible t Fu 
Men ſhould ever attend to their Prayers 1 
they ſhould do, when their Minds are fu 
of the Thoughts of what they ſhall fy 
next, and their chief Care is to ſay ſome 
thing, though they do not well know what! 
When things that ought to come firft ſhallf®< : 
be put laſt, and the laſt firſt, and all half 
be in ſuch a Tad Confufion, that we ſhall 7 
not know when we have ſaid enough, ot 
what it berometh us to fay more. What ud 
rhis cafe, and how uncapable will he be ce! 
praying with that Attention which God e 
pet n Beſides, every now and then 
it is probable the World will ſtep in angel 
interrupt his Thoughts, while they are ii 
this wild and looſe Condition. But nom.! 
3 Set Form of Prayer prevents all this t 
We need not here trouble our ſelves abouſade 
what we ſhall ſay next, for we know t. 
forchand, that all things neceſſary are here 7 
fer-down in a moſt decent and fitting O. 
der. We have no other buſineſs but to fu 
our Minds upon what is ready prepared fo le 
us, and how much eaſter this is than to in- tle 
vent always New Prayers of our own, and þ 
| ny: TP TR of 


WO 
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o offer them up with due Attention, I leave 
o any Man's Judgment to determine who 
25 ever try'd both wa es. 
Bhs Lam _ 1 La _ with 
WO ions againſt a Form of Prayer, 
hich I think it will be no hard matter to 
In{wer. 4% 8 ie YL 
Firſt, Some Men are againſt a Form of 
„ Prayer, becauſe they ſay it is a ſtinting of 
emſelves, they are unable to frame any 
rayer that — — ws —_— 1 : 
ut they thin ave the 8 God, 
nd that, they are ſure, a Lan- 
rage of Heaven. Set Forts therefore may 
e {till as uſeleſs; for the Spirit has no 
ccafion for them. They know no reaſon, 
ow they are by themlelves, why they 
ould be kept up to a Form, but the Spirit 


ey think may have free utterance. 
non It is very much to be fear d that many 


t thoſe Men who talk of the Spirit at this 
ate, do not well underſtand what the Spi- 
Wit means. They have got a Canting way 
Talk from ſome Conceited Men, and like 
ag-Pyes they chatter it by roat, but know 
ot what they ſay. Had God Almighty been 
leas'd to promiſe us, as he did the Apo- 
Wiles, that the Ho/y Ghoſt- ſhould teach us 
bat we ſhould ſay, When we enter d into 
| Our 
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our Cloſets, I ſhould be as much againſſch t 
Forms of Prayer of our own'tnaking, asſhey { 
am now for them. But alas! We have norm 
where Hy ſich Promiſe. The ordinary aſtſſari 
ſiſtance of God's Spirit we ſhall never wanſhcel! 
if we heartily ſeek it, and uſe it well whahbey r 
we have it. But I know no reaſon we hayſſmet 
to expect ſuch an extraordinary meaſuſpall 
of the Spirit, as the Apoſtles had, withouſſioug 
which we muſt not pretend to this Gift here 
Extemporary Prayer. 1 an very ſure did cot 
theſe Men but examine their own ſuddeſper t 
and unpremeditated Prayers, they woulffaye 
very often find: them to be ſuch miſerablic. 
Stuff, that they would not dare to be form 
Prophane, as to think them the Languag f N. 
of the Holy Spirit. [1 
A Second Objection comes from thol th 
Men who are againſta Set Form of Prayer$ th 
becauſe there is no Variety in it, they art 
unwilling, to be ſo ſtreightly ty'd up, any! 
would fam haye the Liberty of changingnd 
often, that they may not be wearied out 
with the dull Repetition of the ſame Pray 
ers continually. _ ei 
Ihis is a very Poor and Weak Objettion 
and is an Argument rather of an Humorſome 
and Nice, than of a truly Devout and Re 
ligious Spirit. However I ſhall endeavour tt 
io ſatisfie theſe Men as far as I can. Leqfſoo! 
9 175 Lge ſucl 
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-2inch therefore know that there is no need 
 ashey ſhould be ſo cloſely confin'd to one 
re norm in their Cloſets, as they muſt ne- 
ry aFfarily be in the Church. There are ſeveral 
wanſſxcellent Books of Private Prayers which 
wheſhey may. uſe, taking ſometimes one, and 
hayÞþmetimes another, as they themſelves 
aſurÞall think fit: And this I think is variety 
houhough. I only defire to lay a reſtraint 
ift Where our Lord himſelf has laid one, and 
© command Men, as He did, That when- 
er they pray, they fay his moſt Excellent 
layer, Our Father which art in Heaven, 
c. There are a great many good Set 
rms of Private Prayer of ſeveral Authors; 
Men will keep to ſome of theſe, this is 
| I contend for, let them chooſe which 
W them they pleaſe, and change as often 
x they ſhal think fit. Only let them for- 
this rambling and irreverent way of 

nying Extempore, and I am fatisfhed. 
Ind ſince there are already ſo many Excel- 
nt Prayers for Private uſe, I hope I hall. 
pardoned if I omit the inſerting any of 
y own here. But if,you will give me 
Ave to recommend ſuch as I moſt approve, 
oma hall perſwade you to uſe thoſe ar the 
d of the Whole Duty of Man, and thoſe 
vou the Right Reverend Dr. Patrick in his, 
. ĩ ² ˙ ot: oe 

— F Sixthly, 


„ 
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'  Sixthly, As to the frequency of oy 
Prayers, it is very hard, nay impoſſible, pre, 
give any certain univerſal Rule in this caſt 
becauſe Mens Circumſtances in this Worl bler 
are very unlike, ſome being Rich and Mae 
ſters of their own Time, and fo having 2 
great deal of Time to ſpare ; others Pot. 
and continually engaged in ſuch. neceſſ 
Employments, as take up almoſt all ther 
Time. However in general I ſhall lz 
down theſe. following Rules, which wil ere 
reach Men of every State and Condition, 
1. That we ſhould be as frequent Ire 
Prayer as we can, that is, as our netellan 
World!y Buſineſs, and the other Duties of 
Religion, will permit us to be. In Scrip 
ture we are commanded to continue 1 
Prayer, to pray always and not to faint, 1 
pray without ceaſing, &c. Which Text, 
although they are not to be underſtood in: 
Lireral Senſe, yet they certainly oblige u 
to a Nee performance of this Duty, 
They at leaſt enjoyn us to ſpend that Time 
which now we often fling away idlely, in 
the Worthip of God. And there is ſcarce any 
Man, but thoſe of the very loweſt Cond: 


tion, for whom this Book is not deſigned Ml 
' who has not ſome idle Time, ſome Tim 
which is ſpent even in doing nothing, af. 
what is worſe, doing ill. The leaſt there , 


foie 
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Ye we can do, is to devote this Time to 


od's Service. And if Men would generally 


bſerve this Rule, God would have a great 
eal more of their Time, than he now has. 
2. No Man ſhould ever paſs a Day with- 
ut offering up his Sacrifice of Prayer twice 
) God, in the Morning and in the Evening. 
his at leaſt our Reaſon ſeems to require 


Wt us. In the Morning our Bodies, as it 


rere, are Created anew. and ſtand in freſh - 
eed of God's ſuſtaining Hand, and there- - 


ve it now becomes us to Addreſs our ſelves 
Mo Him, as our Saviour direQts us, for our 
W2:ly-Bread , that is, for ſuch Neceſſaries 


f Life as He has made us ſtand in need 
f, by giving us a new Day. At Night we 
e down in our Beds, and know not whe- 
1er it may not be in our Graves alſo. We 
re ſure that we ſhall never awake more in 
his World, without God's permiſſion, and 
hat if we awake in the other without His 
avour, We ſhall be Eternally miſerable. 
ow then it ſurely behoves us to beg His 
gracious Protection and merciful Kindneſs, 
hat ſo, whether we awake any more in 
his World, or ſleep the ſleep of Death, 
ve may be ſure of His Favour, and then 
e ſhall not fail of being Happy. 5 
Add to this, that none of the Holy Men 


Ne read of in Scripture were leſs frequent 


2 in 


* 
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in their Private Prayers than this. Eve 
ing, and Morning, and at noon will I pri 
aud cry aloud; and he ſhall hear my void 
faith Holy David. And of Daniel we rea 
That he kneeled down in his chamber, a 
prayed three times a Day. And inImitatig 
of them, it would very well become u 
who have time to ſpare, to pray thr 
times a Day likewiſe; but we muſt be ſu 
never to fail of offering up our Private Pra 
ers, every Morning and Evening. 
3. Beſides chele conſtant Seaſons 
Prayer, there are others which are pure 
accidental; as times of Affliction, Holy 
days, Faſts, c. Call upon the Lord in th 
lime of trouble, ſaith David. When an 
Calamity or Affliction oppreſſeth the 
then you nced not ſtay for your ſer time q 
Prayer, but run immediately to God fi 
help, and beg his comfortable aſſiſtance 
Holy-days and Faſts are been * 
for the promotion of Piety and Devotion 
and therefore on theſe Days, beſides ou 
Ordinary Devotions, we muſt have ſom 
Prayers which more immediately relate to 
the Day, and we muſt ſpend. more time in 
our Prayers, on ſuch Days, than we gene 
rally do on other Days. There are Days 
ſer apart more peculiarly for God's Service, 
and as ſuch, muſt be obſerved by us in out 
Cloſets. wh | 


It 
e 
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ya If Men are careful to obſerve theſe Rules, 
To, e ſhall have no reaſon to complain that - 
ey do not perform this Duty of Prayer 
frequently as they ſhould do. If they 
ar a Conſcientious regard to the firſt 
Wule, rhey cannot fail of Praying often; 
nd if they omit this, and mind only the 
70 laſt, they will {till pray much ottner- 
an now they do. | 

Seventhly, The Bodily Poſture always 
) be uſed in Prayer, botli Private and Pub- 
ck, is Kneeling. Of this there can be no 
'Wiſpute, becauſe we have an expreſs Com- 
ind of God for it. Thus P/alm 95. 6. 
et us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
d agreeable to this Command was the 
WraCtile of all Holy Men of Old, nay, and 
ur Bleſſed Saviour himſelf of whom we 
ad Luke 22. 41. that when he had with- 
rawn himſelf from his Diſciples, and went 
o pray privately to his Father, He &kneeled 
own and prayed. If then our Saviour's 
xample be worthy of our Imitation, and 
od forbid any of us ſhould be ſo prophane 
5 to ſay it is not, Kneeling is that Poſture 
Wt Body which we muſt always uſe, when 


52 6 ve offer up our molt Private Prayers. 
cs Thus have J briefly run over the ſeveral 
ou} 245, which 1 ar firſt propoſed to ſpeak 


. But I cannot conclude this Chapter, 
ns F 3 with⸗ 
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M without e you to a frequent perfof;(ix 
4 - mance of this Duty, from a proſpe& ich 
Wl thoſe many Advantages which will flo en 
Wl from it. AS, er nA od 
M I. If you pray according to all the Rui m 
| | before laid down, in all probability yaſſh vi, 
N | will obtain what you pray for. I ſay,  ; 
1 all probability , «becaule it may poſbbiſy 
4 ſometimes happen that God may deny yolſh;in 
1 what you ask for, for ſome Wiſe and Gos 
1 Reafon unknown to you, even when yore 
5 do not ask amiſs. But generally ſpeaki ni 
* you fhall not be diſappointed of your hop: 
bf: but your Prayers fhall be anſwered. Bt 
bl it you never pray at all, or pray not We 
Wl this manner which God has preſcribed, . 
| have no reaſon to expect even the mon 
j trifling thing you want. To them that ane 


thus, God has promiſed. that they ſhal 
have, bur He has no where promiſed n 
beſtow any thing on them, who. do nd 
2. If Your Petitions are not Anſwere 
you will ſtill have this to comfort you, that 
it is not for want of your performance d 
this Duty. He that is in want, and ner: 
prays as he ſhould do to have his wand 
ſupplyed, may thank himſelf for chem: 
Buc the good Man, who performs; this Di- 
ty Conſcientiouſly, whether his Prayers ar 
8 7195 <> anſwerel 
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n{wered or no, has this tofatisfie his Mind 
ith, that his miſery does not proceed 

m his neglect of his Duty, bur thar 
od in his Wiſdom thinks fit got to give 
Wim what he asks for, and therefore he can 
uietly and contentedly bear his want. 

3. Whether our Prayers meet with their 
eward in this World or no, they will cer- 
ainly not go unrewarded in the next. God 
as engaged his Truth for this, and there- 
Wore we need not doubt of it. He has pro- 
iſed us, That if we thus pray unto him int 


hop ecret, he will reward us openly. He will 
Bat the-grear Day of Retribution, however 
Ot le may think fit to deal with us in this 
J orld, before the Face of Men and Angels, 
mand all that great Aſſembly which ſhall be 
110 hen preſent, ſhow us that he has heard our 


Snany Pious Prayers, by rewarding us for 
them with an Eternity of Happineſs. What- 
 108kver Difappointments therefore we may 
meet with, by not having our Prayers 
anſwered in this World, yet ſtill we will 
not be diſcouraged. We know O Lord, 
that thou art faithful who haſt promiſed, 
and therefore though thou doſt not reward 
our Prayers with Temporal Bleſſings, yer 
thou wilt give us that, if we ask as we ought 
to do, which we chiefly ask for, even 
Eternal Life and Glorrr r. 

. 5 OS - CHEF: | 
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CHAP. VI od 
6 or 
Of THANKSGIVING, 


1415550 he! 
„ W muſt always cloſe up our Praye od 

with a Thankſgiving to God. Full ifs 
ſo he himſelf commands, That we /houMhe 
give thanks for all things, and with oufffkon 
Prayers and Supplications offer up o 
1hankſgivings alſo. Phil. 4. 6. nd 

To give God Thanks is to acknowledg 1 
with a Heart truly ſenſible of God's greaWor 
Goodneſs towards us, the many BlefhneWeict 
and Mercies which He hath from time the 
time conferred upon us, to own that I ] 
nite Mercy and Kindneſs which He-contWus 
nually manifeſts towards us, and to BleiWwe 
and Praiſe his Name for them. AnlManc 
though this is but a poor return for tholWyef 
many Favours which we receive from GolWof 
yet He, out of his great Love and Cont 
deſcenſion to us, has been graciouſly pleaſeiWm: 
to aſſure us, that He will kindly accept itWyic 
at Our Hands. \ | | HIER) th 
Our Thankſgiving muſt be twofold Ge HM 
nerd and Famenlat - if; - + i ov 01 
In General, we muſt thank God for alli In 
thoſe Bleſſings which we enjoy in h th 
9 Wi 
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rich other Men; as our Creation after 
od's own Image; the Redemption of the 
orld by Chriſt; the offer of the aſſiſtance 
ff God's Holy Spirit to all ſuch as earneſt- 
y defire, and heartily endeavour to obtain 
he Kingdom of God; the manifeſtation of 
od's Will, and the Promiſes. of Eternal 
Life and Glory to all thoſe who embrace 
he Gofpel, and live according to it, our 
Wcontinual Preſervation, and all the Tempo- 
Wal Bleſſings which we enjoy in this Life, 
and which others enjoy as well as we. 
In Particular, we muſt give God Thanks 
or all' thoſe Bleſſings which he has in a par- 
Mticular manner beſtowed upon us, whether 
Whey be Spiritual or Temporal. 
Fir, Spiritual; as that he has cauſed 
us to be born of Chriſtian Parents, by whom 
Wwe were brought up in the true Religion, 
and ſo had not thoſe Prejudices to conquer, 
hole before we could come to the knowledge 
300WMof the Truth, which thoſe poor Souls have 
oui who are ill Principled at firſt; that he has 
aſelſſ many times, by his Grace, kept us from 
pt yielding to the Temptarions of Sin, and 
that when we have finned, He has been ſo 
GeMWMerciful as to afford us time to Repent of” 
our Sins, and to make our Peace with Him. 
alli In a Word, we muſt Thank Him for all 
no'Ethoſe particular Means of Improving our 
f F * .. ſelve; 
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ſelves in Vertue and Goodneſs, which we to 1 
have enjoyed beyond many other Men; Pra 
whether by being Born of more Vertuous 
Parents, more Religiouſly Educated, living 
where we have had better Examples ſe 
before us, receiving a larger Meaſure of 
God's Grace, or being better diſpoſed, by 
our Natural Tempers of Body, to Vertue 
and Religion than many other Men. For 
theſe and ſeveral ſuch like Bl which 
it is impoſhbleto reckon up, muſt we offer 
up our particular Thanks to God, who has L 
{o kindly beſtowed them upon us. C 
_ Secondly, There are likewiſe many Tem- ti 
poral Bleſſings, which ſeveral of us enjoy, t 
in a greater and more plentiful mea ſure \ 

\ 


than many other of our Fgllow-Creatures: 
As Riches, Honour, Reputation, Friends, 
Liberty, Peace, Health, Wit, Beauty, or 
the like. Many of us have had a great 
number of particular Deliverances from 
{ome eminent Danger, all of us ſome. S0 
that we ſhall all meet with frequent occa- 
{ions of bleſſing and magnifying the Name 
of God in a. moſt particular manner, eſpe- 
cially thoſe of us, whom out of his own 
nicer Goodneſs and Favour, He has placed 
in much better Worldly Circumſtances, 
than many others of our Brethren. 

But we mull never fail, every Morning, 
9 NR 3 He x wy * to 
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above all, for his p 
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to return our moſt. hearty Thanks and 
Praiſe to God, for his care of us the Night 
before; for the refreſhing Sleep which tle 
gave us, his Protection 2 us fromm all dan- 
gers, whether of Fire, Thieves, Se. but 
ting us once mote 

to behold a new ay, whereby we have 
ſome farthertime tor Repentat tee graciouſly 
allowed us. a 

At Night Aſo ou ſt be fare to call 
to mind all the Mercies of the fore- going 
Day. 'Confider with thy ſelf what parti- 
cular Sivs God has kept you from commit- 

ting, and what good He has enabled you |} 
to do; what * you have had in '4 
Worldly Affairs, and what eſpecial Bell 
verances of any ſort you Fey met-with 


that Day. And for theſe Mercies you muſt 


offer up your moſt particular Thanks. 
Bat it would be endleſs todeckon up all 
thoſe Mercies for which we are obliged: to 


bleſs and praiſe God's Holy Name. / J 


ſhould count them, as holy Dowie faith, they 
are more than the ſands of the Sea. He who 
receives feweſt Mercies from God, has yer 
3 enough to imploy his Whole Life 
praiſes to Him:-Ble/s the Lord therefore, 

0 my Sol, and forget not #11 bis benefits. 
Whs forgiverÞ all thineiniguu jes, who heul. 
eth/ 4 Wy "diſeaſes; who eder neh. thy 
n WfE 
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life from deflrution, who crowneth thee Inuſt 
with loving kindneſs. and tender mercies, 
Who ſatisfieth thy mouth with good things, 
ſo that thy youth is renewed like the eagles. 
Who executeth righteouſneſs and judgment 
io all that are oppreſſed. Who. is merciful 
and gracious, flew to anger and 'plenteous 
in mercy. Who dealeth not with xs ofter 
our iniquities, but pitieth as, even as @ fa- 
ther pitieth bis children, 74. the Lord 
222 0. my foul, and all that is within 
me praiſe His holy name. This was the 
Language of the holy Davzd , and this is 
that Language which God expects from 
all that Love and Honour Him. 
Now it will mightily help to quicken 
our Gratitude towards God, and to enſpi- 
tit and enlarge it, if, before we offer up 
our Thanks, we uſe our ſelves always ſe- 
1iouſly to reflect upon God, who is the 
Author and Fountain of all Mercies, and 
upon our ſelves, who are the unworthy 
Receivers of them. ; 
 Firft, Let us conſider that He who be- iu 
ſtoweth theſe Bleſſings upon us, is no leſs If 
a Perſon than the Great, Eternal and Ever- N 
Bleſſed God. So that if the Greatneſs of I 
the Perſon who gives, inereaſeth the value f 
[of the Gift, as it moſt certainly does, 
buen thoſe, Gifts which come from 191 1 
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her Huſt be inſinitely more valuable than — 
. ther, and conſequently deſerve our loud 


hanks and Praiſe. That the Great and 
igh God ſhould condeſcend ſo far as to 
ke any notice of us, is ſuch an exceeding 
reat Mercy 28 me can never be thankful 
nougn for. Upon this Conſideration 
avid breaks forth, in the 113 P/aim, into 
heſe Expreſſions of Praiſe. Bieſſed be the 
Name of the Lord from this tame forth, and 
or evermore. From the riſing of the: Sun 
no the going down of the fame, the Lords 
Name be praiſed. The Lord 1s high above 
l nations, and his glory above the Heavens. 
Vho is like unto the Lord our God who 
dwelleth on high? Who bumbleth himſelf to 
5 * things — rw in 1 oa 
arth. He rarſeth up the poor, and liftet 
p the needy out of the l That be 
moy ſet him with Princes, even with the 
Princes of his People. He maketh the bar- 
ren Woman to keep Houſe, and to be a joy- 
ful Mother of Children. David thought it 
ſuch an inſtance of kindneſs and condeſcen- 
lion in the Great and Mighty God, to 
look down upon this lower Word, that he 
— he could never praiſe Him enough 
8 ds 1 
Beſides, as God is infinitely above us, ſo 
alſo is he quite out of a capacity of re- 


. . . — — - nn. Lo r. — 
8 f . } e . , > 4 
d 5 0 
MF * * 424 Tons IVE ene — „ 2 pF — „ 


ceiving any advantage from us He neiths 
fands in need of, nor hopes för amp ret 


| of kindneſs from ns, but out of his own 
tree-bounty and goodneſs makes his Son: 


thine upon us. Men very often are kin 
to us more for their own fakes than ours 
defighing by ſome ſmall favours to us.,- 
purchaſe 4 greater-from us to'themſelve 
and therefore ſuch favours as theſe do no 
much deſerve our Thanks. But God 
utterly incapable of receiving any advan 
tage from the favours which he beſtowell 

upon Men. They all flow from pure lone 

and goodneſs, and are diſpenſed with n 
other deſign, but to make the whole Cres 

tion happy. Oh! what infinite goodneſ 
is this? that the All- ſufficient God, wh 
can receive no benefit from any of b 
Creatures, ſhould be continually ſending 


ſhould'ft'fpend all thy Days in one AQ of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving, it would alf cem 


don Bleſſings upon them, and labouring A 
to make them happy. How ſhall we e! 
nough admire the /engih and breadth, ani © 
heighth and _— ot that Divine Love / 
which eagerly ſtrives, without any motive * 
but its own Goodneſs, to make us Meal | 
partakers of Eternal Felicity & O my Soul | 
how canſt thou ever hope to be rhankfilſſ | 
enough for this unſpeakable Love? If tho 

| 


{hot 
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eitheFhort of what thou owelt- to thy God. 
rudge him not chen a finall portion of 
on time, but . e thou haſt an 
zun t Pppportunity of pffering up thy Thanks to 
in bin and greedily lay hold on it. YA 
But Sæcondiy, Out gratitude will Mill 
her what we our ſelves are who receive: 
theſe Bleſſings from God. But oh! I ttem- 
i ble to ſay what, Wretches we are. We are 

Jinners, baſe and vile Sinners, Rebels a- 
Tranſgreſſors of his Commands, and care- 
leſs of his Honour, the moſt contemptible 
Jof all Creatures, and moſt odious in the 
ſight of God. And yet notwithſtanding all 
this, he is graciouſly pleaſed to take care 
of us, and to preſerve us by his Mercy 
and Goodneſs. Bleſſed God! How Infinite 
art thou in thy Mercies, how kind even 
to thole who moſt prophanely and impi- 
ouſly affront'thee ? What is man, O Lord, 
that thou art mindful of him, and the fon 


ive of non that thou ſo regardeſt him? What 
Men indeed is he but a baſe, treacherous and 
ou ungrateful Creature? And yet thou uſeſt 
kful him as if he. were the moſt Obedient, 
hon Faichtul, and beft deſerving Creature in 
t fl the World. Shoald an injured Prince 


dme deal thus with his Rebellious Subjects, 
i ß | 


how 
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what will. If the Conſiderations of Gods 
to us vile and miſerable Wretches, who are 


will not kindle in Mens hearts a lively ſenſe 
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how would they admite his Mercy, and 

raiſe his Love? Oh how ſhall we then 

e thankful enough for Gods Mercies to us, 
who have uſed him much worſe than ever 
any Subjects did their Prince, and yet con- 
tinually receive mans Bleſſings from him 
than any Earthly Power can give. Hoy 
ſhould our Mouths over- flow with Thanks 
and Praiſe, when we confider that our kind 
and gracious God, repays all our injuries 
with Kindneſſes, and all our affronts with 
Bleſſings. - If this will not melt down our 
hard hearts into thankfulneſs, I know not 


Infinite Condeſcenſion and Free Goodneſs, 
continually abuſing and provoking him, 


of Gods Mercy towards them, and fill I k 
their Mourhs with Praiſes and Thankſgi- V 
vings, I utterly deſpair of urging any thing I © 
elſe that will. POT, «ih | 
Were we ſure then that no benefit would Ill 7 
redound to us from our Thankſgivings, yet | 

it would be our unqueſtionable Duty, fre- 
quently to offer them up to God. But we 
| 


want not encouragements to the perfor- 


mance of this Duty, for the benefits that ir 
will procure for us will be very great. 


Firft, 
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Firſt, This is the moſt acceptable IN 
crifice we can offer up to God, and there- 


his Favour. Offer unto God Thankſgrving, 
and pay thy vows unto the moſt high, 7 
this ts much better pleaſing in his fight 
than the fleſh of Bulls and the blood of Goats. 
Whoſe offereth me praiſe, glorifieth me, ſaith 
God. When tue ſacrifice the. ſacrifices of 
Thankſgiving, and declare Gods work with 
rejoycing, then is our Offering ſuch as he 
delight in iir ono a} 
Secondly, Thankfulneſs, for thoſe Bleſ- 
ſings which we have already receiv'd, will 
go 4 great way in procuring for Us: rhoſe 
which we ſtand. in need of, and pray for. 
When God ſees that Men have a right 
ſenſe of his Goodneſs, and gratefully ac- 
knowledge his kindneſs towards them, ge 
will think his Bleffings well beſtowed up- 
on them, and be willing to continue them. 
But if he finds Men inſenſible of his Mercy, 
and unthankful for his Benefits, it is very 
robable that he will withdraw the light of 
is countenance from them, and take no 
farther care of them. For he abhorreth In- 
gratitude, and delights in the humble 
thankful Soul. If therefore thou deſireſt 
to obtain what thou askeſt for, be thank - 
ful for what thou haſt received, 938 
ain 


fore will be a likely means of procuring 
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102 The DUTIES f the CLOSET.Þ|* 
when God ſhall fee that his Mercies are 
not loſt and thrown away upon thee, he 
may be {till encouraged to increaſe the 
number of them © © 
Thirdly, A conſtant performance of this 
Duty of Thankſgiving, will very much ſerye 
to confirm and enlarge our Love of God. 
When we ſhall frequently, twice a Day at 
leaſt, call to mind the numerous inſtances of 
Gods mercy and loving kindneſs towards us, 
we ſhall ſoon find what St. oh faith to 
be true, that God is love, and the more 
firmly we are perſwaded of Gods Love to 
us, the more ſtrong and vigotous will- our 
Love be to him. For we cannot help loving 
him who, we ſtedfaſtly believe has always « 
loved us with Love unſpeakable and always fo 
ſtudied our true Good and Intereſt. a- 
ture it ſelf teaches us this Leſſon, that we Iſl ** 
ſhould love thoſe who love us, and there- I © 
fore if we act agreeably to our Natures, & 
our Love to God will moſt certainly flow I n 
from a true ſenſe of his Love to us. And b 
this, a conſtant recollection of Gods Favours Iſl ? 
and Benefits, and a hearty Thankſgiving Ill * 
for them, will very ſtrongly imprint upon I * 
* Fourthly and Laſtly, A frequent and re- 
gular performance of this Duty, will be an 
excellent preparative for Heaven. There 
— 2. 5 many 


-- 
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many of our other Duties will "ceaſe ; 
Reading, will be there at an end, for we 


E ſhall have no need of Inſtruction, but ſhall 


be perfect in Knowledge like-Godhimſelt: - 
There will be no need of Self-Examination, 
becauſe when we once come thither, we 
{hall always keep in one right and conſtant 
Way; nor will Confeſſion of Sins be need- 
ful there, where there is no ſuch thing as 
Sin; but Praiſe and Thankſgiving will be 
the work of Eternity. Our Tongues ſhall 
never ceaſe to tell of Gods Praiſe, and to 
ſhew forth all his Loving-kindneſſes with 
gladnels. There ſbhall be no end of his 
Praiſe and our Thanks, but they ſhall be 
our happy and delightful Employment 
for ever and ever. So that, if we would 
train up our ſel ves for Heaven, we cannot 
take a. better courſe, than frequently to ac- 
cuſtome our ſelves. to Praiſe,” and thank 
God here on Earth, and ſo to begin that 
noble Work here, which will be carried on 
by us hereafter, though in a much more 
perfect manner, to all Eternity. Praiſe 
the Lord therefore, O my Soul, and: ofter 
up continual Sacrifices of Thankigiving, to 
him here on Earth, that thou may ſt be. 
well tuned and fitted for that bleſt Imploy- 
ment of the Saints in Heaven. 
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104 The DUTIES of the CLOSET. 
I have nothing more to add on this Sub. 
ject, but only to inform the Pious Reader, 
that he will meet with excellent Forms of 
Thankſgiving, in that moſt admirable 
Book which I have direQed him to for his 
Prayers, The Whole Duty of Man. 


8 — 
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CHAP. VIL. 
Of MEDITATION. 
WIG T ſpare Time you have left, 


after the performance of the fore- 
going Duties, I would adviſe you to im- 
ploy. in Religious Meditation, that is, in 
thinking ſeriouſly upon ſomething which 
may tend to your ſpiritual good and edifi- 
2 1 i $i + 
Thus, for inſtance, I would have you 
every Morning conſider with your ſelf, how 
you are like to ſpend the following Day, 
what company you ſhall be engaged in, 
what buſineſs imployed about, what temp- 
rations to Sin you ſhall moſt probably meet 
with, and what opportunities of doing 
good may be in all likelyhood offered to 
you; and in a word, what evil you are 
molt in danger of, and what good you are 
moſt likely to be capable of doing. And 
v8] according- 
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accordingly frame your defigns for the re- 
gulation of your Life for that Day; ſtudy 
with your ſelf how you may beſt avoid 
thoſe evils which are molt likely to beſet 
you, and embrace thoſe opportunities: of 
doing good, which in all probability will 
be offered to you. Fore-arm your Mind 
againſt the aſſaults of the approaching evil, 
and prepare it with greedineſs to lay hold 
on the good. F191 16.198 BCE" 
After this, if your Time will give you 


. leave, it will be uſeful for you to reflect 
upon the portion of Scripture that you 
eft, have read that Morning, to conſider ſeri- 
re. Mouſly with your ſelf, whether you rightly 
m- Wunderſtood what you read; and if you lid, 
in what you found in it that might ſerve ei- 
ich I ther for Inſtruction or Reproof to you, 
if. I what incouragements to Vertue and diſ- 
ſwaſives from Vice; and in ſhort, what that 
ou may be any way of advantage to you in 
relation to your Spiritual Concerns. Con- 
% Wider alſo, how you have performed your 
in, other Duties that Morning, and wherein 
P- WW ſoever you find your ſelf to have been 
< Wwanting, be ſure to remember your fail- 
8 ing, that you may correct it the next 
© ume. | 
At Night thou may'ſt call to mind the 


particular Mercies of the Day paſt, and 
5 5 | make 
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106 The DUTIES If the CLOSET. 
fthadow of Death, will ſuggeſt to thee ma. 
thou haſt been juſt performing. 

in this Holy Exerciſe. Fix thy Thoughts 


moſt immediately influence thy Practice; 
ſuch are Death, Fudgnent, Heaven and 


KE ˙ — + Oo 


* * ö 
— 


make theſe the Subject of thy Meditation: 
Or elſe thou maf'ſt reflect upon the Night 
it ſelf, which coming now upon thee as the 


ny uſeful Thoughts. Now likewiſe would 
adviſe thee, as in the Morning, to reflect 
upon what thou haſt read, and the Duties 


At any other time of the Day alſo, when 
thou art at leiſure, I would adviſe thee to 
enter into thy Cloſet, and imploy thy ſelf 


ſtedfaſtly, at ſuch a time, on ſome Reli 
gious Subject, eſpecially upon ſuch as will 


Hell, which if Men ſerioufly thought on 


oftner than they do, they would lead much - 


better Lives than they now do. And that bs 

no Man' may be to ſeek for Matter on any 570 

of theſe uſeful Subjects, I have taken care 

at the end of this Chapter, to ſubjoyn for 

fome ſhort Meditations on each of them, 

which I am ſure thou may'ſt uſe without net 

any trouble, but I hope not without great I all 

advantage. „ | 

There are likewiſe many other Subjects 

proper for thy Meditation, ſuch as the Wrp 
irth, Paſſion, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion 

of our Saviour. When therefore wy 2 
. thoſe 


thoſe Days approach, which are purpoſely 
ſet apart by the Church to keep up in our 
Minds a conſtant ſenſe and remembrance of 
heſe great Mercies of God towards us, I 
would adviſe thee to reflect ſeriouſly every 
Day for a whole Week before, upon that 
Mercy which thou art ſuddenly. to blefs 
and praiſe Ged for in Publick. And fo 
likewiſe on any other Holy-day or Saints- 
Gay, would have thee imploy thy thoughts 
in 
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Day, that ſo thou may'ſt be fitted for the 
Duties of the Day, and he well prepared 
for that Holy Exerciſe of Prayer and Praiſe 
which thou art then to ez in the great 
Congregation. And that you may not ex- 
cuſe your ſelf by ſaying that you are una- 
ble to gather your Thoughts together and 
fx them on any of theſe Subjects, I will 
ſave you this trouble, by telling you that 
you may find Meditations ready fram'd 


tor theſe purpoſes, in a Book called Re- 
formed Devotions. . 

In a Word, any Religious Subject is pro- 
per for thy Meditation, but thoſe moſt o 
all which will with greateſt ſtrength and 
g; vehemency ſtir thee up, and provoke thee 
he 50 Piety and Vertue. If Men imploy their 
on Thoughts in Holy Meditations, only to en- 
er Nertain their Minds with fine 9 

| Hons O 


editations ſuitable to the Deſign ofithe 
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108 The DUTIES of the CLOSET. Ih, 
Notions of God and Religion, they will be 
but litcle®he better for them; but if the 
think in order to Practice, and therefore 
chuſe Practical Subjects to think upon, they 
will molt certainly reap very great Benefit. 
from their conſtant Meditations. For, 
. Firſt, This will mightily tend to ſettle 
firm ſenſe of Religion in our Minds. When 
we ſhall every Day ſpend ſome of our 
Thoughts upon Religious Subjects, we 
may with Reaſon hope that Religion will Itue 
never be quite out of our Minds. Such ani. 
habitual Entertainment of Her in out I a; 
Thoughts, will make us familiarly ac. 
uainted with Her, and tye us faſt to Her. 
t will make ſo deep an Impreſſion upon Nea. 
our Minds, as will not with eaſe be raſed Vor 
out. Nay. farther, 
_ Secondly, This will moſt certainly make Mon 
us deeply in love with Religion. The only 
Reaſon why Men do not admire Her, and 
value Her as they ought, is, becauſe they Hiffe 
never ſufficiently contemplate Her Beau · Nttle 
ties, Would we but often view Her in a lo 
true Light, we ſhould find Her Charms ir- 
reſiſtable, and be proud of being admitted Nam 
into Her Service. 1 | 
Thirdly, An habitual Practice of this Npor 
Duty will teach us to delight in our own ſſh j 
Company, -and make us love to be 1 * 
0 en 
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en are very often forced to go into Com- 
any purely for this Reaſon, becauſe they 
now not how to — 5 their Time, when 
ey are alone. But if they would fer 
emſelves conſtantly to ſerious d 
nd accuſtom themſelves at leaſt to dayly 
editation, they would ſoon learn how to 
dend their Time alone, and be ſo far from 
eing uneaſie in their own Company, that 
ey would delight in it more in any 
ther. And how much this would retrench 
ie Wickedneſs of the Age, I dare leave 
any Imperial Judge to determine. 
Fourthly Lefily, A conſtant per- 
- Wrmance of this. Duty would work in us a 
ean and 3 of the things of this 
Vorld. hile Men Imploy 'M their 
houghts upon this lower World, it is no 
onder if they love nothing elſe, for while 
ey know nothing better, they can love 
othing more. Bur alas ! if they would 
ter themſelves to leave this World 2. 
title, and by the help of their Thoughts 
d look forward to the other, they would 
bon ſee the difference between them, and 
lame themſelves for nor thinking ſooner. 
hey would look with Scorn and Contempt 


this Npon this lower World, which has nothing 
own p it that can ſatisfie a Reaſonable Nature, 
one. Ind tor the future would learn to Feaſt their 
Men 5 1 Souls 


* 
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Souls with more agreeable Banquets, wii 
the delightful F. of Religious Mel 
_ tations, which alone carry a grateful reli 
with them, and truly Pleaſe and N 


Reaſorable Nin... 


Lou therefore that 5 


ſures of Religious We 175 am 0 I 
can need n 0 Incouragement, to be. frequa 5 
in them. And as for you chat have not 8 0. 
ed, L only beg of; Fant to PTE. Lk . 
e LY het po 
ee ee 13 
01 ade 

5 E A 75 * ſor 

be 

* Mediration 1. | 

re 

Sir to tor all ena * Be 
O let me wiſely Conſider this, and leu int 

how to live. Ler me remember that M liv 
Night is coming, wherein no Man calf i 
Work, and therefore let me do what I ha liv 
to do to Pay, whibft it is called to Df lic 
Let me conſider, amidſt all my World Ti 
Injoyments, that there will certainly conf di 
à Time when 1 thall be taken from then no 
whether I will or no; and conſidering thi Sc 
let me not cleave ſo faſt to them as it Ich 
never to leave them. Let me always H re 
W 


tha 


mindful that 1 have here no abiding Cit 


AM 


* 


"O73. DUTIES of thz CLOSET. 111 
that I am a Stranger and a Pilgrim in this 
world, and chat myFather's Houſe is in 
Another Country; d therefore let me not 
ſo firmly: ſet my Affections upon the things 
of this World, as if they were to be my 

Lot and my Pottion for Ever , but let me 
ſe . only as Converieneies in m Jour- 
neu, and be ready to part with them when- 
ever it ſnall ſeem 860 to my Father to call 
me 3 Let me often chider that chis 
poor Body of mine, 198 which I ſpend 

now ſo woch Time and Care, to trim yo 
adorn it; ſhall one Day become more noy- 
ſome, than the vileſt Carrion, that it'ſhal 
be laid low in the Earth, and become 
Prey to the Worms ; and then let me be 
Proud of it af 1 can. Then ſhall all my 


Beauty be turned into Duſt, and my Bones 
leu into Rottenneſs. But my Soul Hall Kill 
t H live, Death has no power over that, it ſhall 
| CON in ſpight of Death ſurvive the Body, - and 
han live ro all Eternity. Blefſed God! how foo- 
Day lim a Creature then am I, who ſpend all my 
call Time in-culrivating and adorning this fä- 
don ding and periſhing Body, and can afford 
hen none to my moſt Precious and Immortal 
th Soul? Jam aſhamed and confounded at the 
uch monghts of this my great Folly, and I am 
yS 0 reſolved for the future What I will do. I 
Cin will ſhow how ww ſenſible 1 am of the 


G 2 worth 


112 The DUTIES of the CLOSET. 
worth of my Soul, by my care of it, -and 
what a mean Opinion I have of this ſhort. 
livd Body, by regarding it no farther than 
the good of my Soul requires. And, if! 
do this, I ſhall not be afraid to meet Death 
whenever it comes. Death has no ſting 
but what Sin gives it; if therefore I am 
careful to pluck out this ſting, I need not 
be afraid of it. If J am careful in my Life. 
time continually to watch my Soul, and to 
keep it pure and undefiled from Sin, then 
may cry out with St. Paul, O Death, where 
Is tby (ting? O Grave, where is thy vittory! 
Then ſhall I dimile, even in the Agonies of 
Death, and welcome the kind Meſſenger 
that comes to invite me Home. But if 
diſarm not Death of this Sting, I ſhall in- 
deed have Reaſon to fear him. It will be 
no wonder if I tremble at the fight of 
Death, when it thall be to me the Gate of 
Hell, and an entrance out of this World 
into à place of endleſs and unſpeakable 
Torment. Be Wile therefore O my Soul 
betimes.; remember thy latter End and pre- 
pare tor it. Remember that nothing but 
the thoughts of a well-ſpent Life can free 
thee from the fear, and arm the againſt 
the aſſaults of Death, and reſolve ſo to live 
that thou may'ſt not be afraid to dye. Re- 
{olve to be Righteous, and then thou 15 


* 


Th 


e! 
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and be ſo far from fearing Death, that thou ſhalt 
ort. have Joy and Hope in it 7 


than 


if! i Meditation 2 


Is it moſt certain that I ſhall Dye, bur 
uncertain when? I may be called hence, 
for any thing I know to the contrary the 
next Week, or the next Day, nay, this ve- 
ry Day, or this very Moment, Why then 
do I not live in conſtant expectation of 
Death? Why do T flatter my ſelf with the 
hopes of * — becauſe I am young; 


healthful, luſty and ſtrong ? Alas! Vain 
ger Man, does not every Days experience teach 
I thee, that the young Dye as well as the old, 
in- the healthful as well as the ſickly. the luity 


be and ſtrong as well as the weak and decrepit? 
of Why then doſt thou deceive thy ſelf by 

of Building upon a ſandy Foundation. Art 
1d thou "le ſay thou wilt be alive to mor- 


le Nr.] ? \Alas poor Soul, to morrow is out | 

ul Hef thy power and perhaps thou mav'ſt no- 
21: | . - N In 7 ancy 

ut Nextend thy Life as far as thou. pleaſeſt, thou 

may ſt lay Projects and Deſigns for many 

t Weeks and Months, nay, for many Years: 


re to come; but notwithſtanding this, th 


-- Soul may be this Night required of ' thee, 
t ¶ Thou art every Moment of thy Life in dan- 
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ger of Death, and canſt not tell but that rep 
every gaſp of Breath thou fetcheſt may be Nh⁰ 
thy laſt. When to thy ſelf and thy Friends nc 
thou ſeemeſt to be fartheft from it, then ver 
perhaps art thou indeed neareſt to it. What next 
a. Madneſs then is it not to be always pre. Nvinę 
pared for it? Were we fare of living am 
certain time, we might then with ſome co. 

lour of Reaton, deter our Preparation for 

Death, till we ſaw it draw near us- Bu, 
it is downright Madneſs, for a Man to fay, I un 
he will prepare for Death to morron, I fre 
when he knows not but it may come to Day. ch. 
Thou art afraid of miſſing any. opportunin TI 
of improving thy Worldly Attairs, becauſe MW in 
thou art not ſure that thou ſhalt: ever feet th 
with ſuch another. Oh, why att thou not al 
much more afraid of letting thy preſent op 
portunities of Repentance and Preparation 
tor Death ſlip by thee, when thou thy ſelf 
confeſſeſt that it is very hazardous and un- 
certain, whether thou ſhalt live to injoy the 


rhe trifling Concerns or ue , A . 
very fooliſn in the: much more important 
Concerns of another? Happy is that Man, 
who becauſe he knows not when his fatal 
Hour ſhall come, whether: at Even, or at 
Midnight, or at the Cock-crowing, or in 
the Morning, is continually Watching = 
N ; 2. , le- 


& % C3 
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Preparing for ir. 


* — nw — — * 


Vea, bleſſed I ſay is he 
ho is thus conſtantly upon his Guard, and 
5 not afraid of a Surpiize. O let me Live 
very Moment as if I was ſure to Dye the 


VhatMnext, and then I ſhall not fail both of Li- 
pre-Mving and Dying in Peace. 
* Meditation 3. 

for r 45 We 

Bull *Tis true the Time of my Death is very 
fa, MW uncertain, but yet J know it cannot be far 
on, Ml from me. Threeſcore and Ten Yeats is 
Jay, MW the longeſt Period of Man's Life. One in a 
ny Thouſand 23 reacheth this, and One 
uſe in Ten Thouſan lives a little beyond it. Let 
ect this then comfort thee, O my Soul, under 
not MI all the Troubles and: Afflictions of this Lite. 
Op. They are but for a Moment, and though _ 
ion MI they lye hard upon us to Day, to Morrow 


we ſhall be free from them. Let not thy 
Courage therefore be caſt down, neither 
be afraid, for thou may'ſt eafily look to the 
End of thy Troubles. Let thy Patience: + 
hold out but a little longer, and thou ſhalr 
be ſure in a little while to reſt from thy La- 
bours. This Conſideration may make even 
the moſt uneaſie State of Life ſupportable, 
ſince we know that it will not be long be- 
fore out Condition will be changed, and 


. from all thoſe Af. 
* , . | . \ 4 


flictions 
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fHlictions which now ſurround us. Th 


T have a great deal of Work to do, and 
know allo that all rhe Time I have allotte 


cious Time. Let me not waſte it in id! 


_ ploy every Moment of it in doing that 


will be long enough; but if I ſquander i 
away in doing nothing, or nothing to the 
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: Tough Pen ſeparates our Souls from I x, 


Thoughts of this alſo ſhould quicken m 
Diligence and Induſtry. For I know th 


me, will be little enough to do it in. 
let me not then loſe one Moment of this pre 


Trifles and Impertinencies, but ler me im 


Work which my Father ſent me to do. ! 
I do thus, my Time, how ſhort ſoeve, 


purpoſe, I ſhall find the want of it when 
it is too late. , ay cots echt 


Meditation 1. WI 


our Bodies for a while, yet they I 1. 


ſhall one Day meet again. An Angel ſhall N 1, 
ſound a Trumpet, and command the Graves Ill U 
to give up their Dead; and then thall the 
Bodies of all that Slept ariſe, and be agai 

united ro their proper Souls. Then ſhall 
the Son of Man come in the Clouds of Hea- 


vell 


— 


_ 
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Nr {938 e eee 
Nen with Power and Great- Glory, and all 


he Nations of the Earth ſhall be brought 


"Mcfore Him. Then will He require of every 


dne of us an Account of whatever we have 
hought, Said, or Done in the Body, and 

give to every Man according to his Works; 

to them who have Patiently continued in 


wel- doing, Glory and Honour, and Im- 
mortality, and Eternal Life; but to them 


Gene ki not N 7 me 5 but py 
ed Unrighteou Indignation and 
Wrath; Tribulation and Anguith upon eve- 
ry Soul of them. Nothing will then eſcape 
the Eyes of our Deen Judge, but our 


moſt ſecret Thoughts, Words and Actions, 
ſhall be laid open before that great Aſſem- 


bly of Men and Angels, and weighed in 
the Ballance of Impartial Juſtice. Bur, O 
my Soul, if our moſt Juſt Judge ſhall, be 
exact to mark what we have + he amiſs, 
who will be able to ftand before Him? If 
with Rigour and Severity He ſhall Try and 
Examine us, who is there among us that 
will be found not Guilty ? But, O Bleſſed - 
Jeſus, we know that thou axe Merciful and 
willing to Save to the uttermoſt. We re- 
Joyce chat thou, who waſt our Saviour, 
wilr alſo be our Judge. We have long ex- 
prerienced thy Loving-kindneſs towards us; 
aud are fure that we ſhall find Mercy in 


' Infirmities of Humane Nature, and 
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thy Judgment. Thou well knopveſt th 


fore we ne d 7 hot. feat but thou wilt 1 
gracious allowances for them. If through 
the whole Courſe of our Lives we have fin 

cerely ted to Obey all. thy 8 woe 
ma Iments,. 1 OE BEE | heartily  bewailel : 


thi 
dur. many All in S, and hape 
ſeriouſly and ul e of 111 2 E 
Joubt not but that thou, our OBI ch 
Merciful Redeemer, wilt acce G 
Hur ſincete, though im ox we E D 
Let it then, Om Soul, be thy. conftant p 
care to endeavour in all ir al dh Hale f 
chy felf a Falthful Servant e 
Maſter, 55 thou wilt have. no. Re n 10 
* afraid of Hitn'when, He comes. 10 


t 
Judges" for in the malt of Judgment i 
will, remember Mercy, and eyen in, that 
dreadful and terrible Pay, will ok wit 
a chearful Co uptenance upon thoſe, ho in 
5 11 Godly See have had their. Conver- 
fatlon i this World, and Rewäard their 
Obedjenge d Wirz an Pot Weighs of Glory. 


e 2 * bh © Dedir tation 2.5 1652 9 oY 


01 wat t a e and Joyful Day wilt 
f 0 prove to thoſe Happy Souls, who ſhall 
| hey hear thoſe con ortable Words of our 


Saviour 


e 's 


— —— 
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Saviour pronounced to them, Come ve blefe 0 
% 3 inberit tbe Kingdom pre. 
"NN pared for for you from the: focal ine of the 
World? 01 b how will — Happy Saints 
fejoyce, who having, like their Dear Lord, 
been deſpiſed and rejected of Men, ſhall ac 
this great Day receive Honour and Glory 
from God himſelf, and be made to ſhine as 
the Brightneſs of the Firmament, and as 
the Stats. for Ever and Ever. Then ſhall 
God, before the:Solemn fſſembly of that 
Day, Vindicate the Diſpiiſarions of His 
Providence, towards his Kighteous Servants 
in this lower World, from the Imputations 
of Severity and Injuſtice; by making it 
Publickly and plainly appear, that although: 
He ſuffered them to be evil-intreated there 
for a while, and made no diſtinction there 
between them and the Wicked, yet He al- 
ways had them in remembrance, and only 
defer d the manifeſtarion of his ſpecia 


I. 


K 


l Love: } 
and Kindnefs for them, till this great and 
general Day of Retribution: Why then, 3 
O my-Soul, doſt thou ſuffer thy felt ro be 
diſcouraged; becaufe thy Piety and Vertue 
are not immediately Rewarded in this 
World? Why arc thou ready to be wear7 
of well-doing, becauſe-chou doft not ſee 
that God makes any certain diſtinction 
nen in the Adzuiniltrarion of his 1 "4 
ral 
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f ral Bleſſings, between thee and the moſt 
bu e retch? Alas! my Soul, this 
World is not a proper Place for diftin- 
wy CQtion; but there is a time a coming, O may 
itt not come before thou art prepared for it, 
when there ſhall be a very viſible Diſtin- 
ction made between the Juſt and the Un. 
juſt, when. thoſe ſteady Chriſtians who 
ave not fainted, ſhall mcſt certainly reap, 
and, being ſeparated from their falſe Bre- 
thren, ſhall be received up into Eternal 
Manſions of Glorx. 


Te Meditation Wi 


Go on, my Soul, and if thou canſt bear 
the dreadful Sight, now take a View of 
thoſe poor trembling Wretches, who ha- 
ving refuſed to own our Saviour for their 
Lord and Maſter, are ſorry to find that, 
whether they will or no, He muſt be their 
Judge. O! what would they now give 
to be hid from His fight ? What would they 
now give to have. another Life, another 
Opportunity of preparing for Judgment ? 
But alas! it is too late, their time of tryal 
is paſt and gone, and there remains nothing 
but a fearful looking for of Fiery Indigna- 
tion. Alas! e Wretches ! How 
do thy ſtart and look pale at the * of 
Pe : eir 


* 


ay 
i, 
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their Judge? They need no Tryal; for 
their Countenances condemn them. They 
too well know that Bleſſed Jeſus, whom 
they have ſo often ſcorned and trampled 
under foot, and now too late they find that 


he is come, according to his Word, to ex- 


ecute Judgment upon his Enemies. Behold! 


they fall down trembling at his Feet, and 
importunately beg forgiveneſs. But O un- 

happy Negligence O ill - tim d Repent- 
ance! Tis now in vain to ſue for Pardon, 

when they themſelves cannot but own the 
Juſtice of that dreadful Sentence, which: 
their Judge muſt now pronounce upon them, 

Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting 

Fire prepared for the Devil and bis. Angels. 

Alas! poor Souls, how are they able ro 
bear this deadly Sentence ? Gladly- would 


they dye under it, but that they cannot, 


they are now baniſhed: for ever from the 
Injoyment of God and Happineſs, and 
chained down to Eternal Miſery. 0 that 


Men would often entertain themfelves with 


this ſad but uſefub Thought, that they 
would often draw this Melancholy Scene 
in their Minds, and try whether it would 
not effectually damp all their Irreligious 
Mirth and Jollity. Let them ſeriouſſy ask 


themſelves how they will be able to bear 
the fight of an abuſt 


and angry Redeemer, 
1 


— 


(© 
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VO "I ts ths. ate. ad r W os Atta 


and then: let them abuſe. and provoke hin 
if they dare: But whatever other Me 
barre: Aur not thou fail my Sdul, frel 
quently ta refleft upon this Great And Ter % 
= - ng _ — Terrible indeed tc 12 
1 by adding iniquity to it 
BE — up Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath: 
LIK ys remember thar all thy Thoughts x 
Woe and Actions, ' muſt be proved and 
examined at this great Day, and 2 
take care that they be ſüch as will bear 
this ſevere Tryal. Never dare to be merry 
or cheerful, till thou haſt ſettled the ac- 
counts of thy Soul, leaft Eternal Sorrow 
_ overtake thee unawares, and fhut out eve- 
ry glimpſe of Joy or Comfort om appro 

| ENT to warn 5 
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| Meditation 1. 


Io. Cour we aſcend up liſts BY e Third Hes 
| and- view there thoſe Glorious 
Manſions which our Gracious God hath 

prepared for all ſuch as continue his Faith- 

Fa Servants unto the end; how ſhould we Il ; 

be tranſported with that raviſhing and bliſs- I - 


full > How earneſt! and impariently 
205 1 ud 
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FR 55 DA erly, and e ſhould we 
| Pied or 


into that New Feruſalem? 


anda ble Prize? O 
er 


3 


kim 12 nei it is 10 e 
tedfaftly to believe: him, who cannot = 
100 — 4 us) and we ſnall ſoon be oo. 
ed with a;jtue Senſe of the greatneſs of 
that Happiveſs, which: 5 laid g up for the 
Saints in Heayen. The very loweſt and 
meaneſt thing-that the Scriptures ſay of it, 
is, that it is incomparably beyond all the 
Happineſs of this Life. The Pleaſures of 


this World are oftentimes great in expecta- 
tion, but always very in the enjoy - 
ment; but thoſe. o the other 8 are 


infinttely greater: in the yment, than 
they. were in the ee Ea: ang Here our. 
Pleaſures are all imbittered with an un- 
grateful mixture of Pain and Trouble; 
there they ſhall be pure and unmixt, free 
from any baſe Alloy, os bitter Ingredients. 
Here a frequent repetition of our Pleaſures -4 
makes them dull and: nauſeous to us; but 
chere weſha ** repcat! chem _ 

E 


— — — . S 
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oyed them, 4 ey Ala 
be ficth and new to us. Here our Pleaſure 
are unconſtant and uncertain, always u 
the wing and ready'to leave us; there t 
ſhall be fixed a unchangeable, and we 
ſhall have a ſecure poſſeſſion of them. 80 
vaſtly will the Pleaſures of Heaven ſurpaſs, 
in all reſpects, theſe our Earthly-ones, that 
when we come to taſte the one, we ſhall 
grudge even the very name of Pleaſure to 
the other. Oh Bleſſed God! What egre- 
gious folly then are thoſe Men guilty of, 
who for the deceitful Pleaſures of Sin part 
with their Title to thoſe ſubſtantial Joys, 
which will be the certain reward of Vertue 


and Obedience. Cheat not thou thy ſelf 


thus, O my Soul, but with an Eye of Faith 
look forward into the Heavenly Paradiſe, 
and from the' Contemplations of rhe folid 
Happineſs of that glorious Place, learn to 
deſpiſe this poor counterfeit Happineſs, 
* ee vain World makes her boaſts 
of. hs nes moments 
Meditation 2. 


Great and Glorious are the things which 

are ſpoken of thee, thou City of God. Eye 
bath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath 
it entered into the Heart of Man to con- 
1 , \ 98 ceive 


T. 
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ive how richly thou art furniſhed with all 


hings neceſſary to make the Happineſs of 
thine Inhabitants compleat and perfect. But 
his in general we know, that as the Happi 
eſs which thy bleſſed Inhabitants enjoy is 
vaſtly beyond that which we call Happineſs 
in this World, ſo is it likewiſe in it ſelf 
excceding great; great indeed, ſince it is 
too big for us to frame any notion or con- 
ception of; infinitely great, becauſe it ſnall 
belike the Happineſs of him;who is indeed 
Happineſs it ſelf. For we know and are 
aſſured, that when we ſhall aſcend up into 
Heaven, we ſhall become like God himſelf, 
like him, as in other things, Jo in his Hap- 
pineſs and Glory. Did. we therefore know 
no more of our future Happineſs than this, 
it were enough to fatishe us in our inquiries 
concerning it, for what can we deſite more 
than to be like God, the moſt perfectly 
happy being, in Happinefs? But if we ſtillde- 
fire to be more particularly informed con- 
cerning the ingredients that help to make 
up the mighty Happpineſs, the Scriptures 
will diſcover ſome of them to us. They 
iſe us an infinite inlargement of our 
Anowledge, and that our Wills ſhall be 
unchangeably bent towards good, and: our 
Affections chained to the moſt amiable ob- 
jects ,, that we ſhall know God, even fo he 
| . WS. 
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knows us, chearfully and readily perfom . 

his Will, and love him, and be beloved by 
him, with the moſt intenſe and ardent Af 
fection; that we ſhall be admitted into the 
Society of Angels and Juſt Men made per. 
fect, and enjoy their endearing Converſy 
tion and Friendſhip, and partake with then 
in their bleſſed Imployments and in that 


fulneſs of Joy, which is continually in Godthe * 
Preſence... O Glorious. State, how wilt Mot d 
thou feaſt: our Underſtandings, Wills and Waiſt: 
Affections, : -by. ſetting before them con be e 
ſtantly ſuch: objects, as they: thall contem to 
plate, love and admire with inexpreſſible WM bit: 
pleaſure. - Were this the only: Happineſs I the 
of Heaven, it would be an abundant 16 {ur 
compence for all that we can do or ſuffer {Ml po 


in this World. But alas! we know not Il an 
yet what our Happineſs will be, and even G 
this which we pretend to know, we know I th 
but in part, very darkly and obſcurely. le 
This I know, © may I often think on it, IM f. 
that the Rewards of Heaven are infinitely I 8 
beyond every thing which I can now con- 
ceive or imagine, and that the Happinels 
which the Bleſſed Souls there enjoy, being 
like the Happineſs which God himſelf in- 
Joys, mult be infinitely great and infinitely 
d confers 2c ORG 
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As the Happineſs of Heaven ſhall be in- 
itely great, fo ſhall it be eternally: dura- 
le; it will not zonly be an exceeding” but. 
in eternal Weight. of Glory. It would 
ightily pall and damp the Happineſs of 
he Saints, as great as it is, to ſee to an end 
of it; to ſee, though at never ſo great a 
diſtance, a time coming, when they ſhould 
be diveſted of all their Glory, and reduced 
to their Primitive Poverty. But the Inha- 
bitants of Heaven have no fear of this, 
their Pleaſures, as they are without mea- 
1 ſo are they without end; they are 
poſſeſſed of Everlaſting Life and Glory, 
and their Happineſs can no more ceaſe, than 
God can ceaſe to be, for he hath promiſed 
that it ſhall be eternal, and therefore it muſt 
laſt as long as God is truè, which will be 
for ever and ever. Lock up then, O my 
Soul, and ſurvey the Promiſed Land, ſted- 
fallly veuokt trs Brauty, and conſider its 
duration, and then tell me what thou 
would ſt give o be poſſeſſed of it: Alas! 
my Soul, all tat thou canſt gire will not 
urchaſe it, but thy Bleſſed Saviour and 
\edeemer hath already -purchafed it for 
thee, and given thes a juſt claim and title 


— 


to it. He has only required a fincere O 
dience to all his Commands, as a condit 
on of Everlaſting Life; perform this, ai 
Heaven is thine own. © Be ſure but to fe 
low thy Bleſſed Maſter, and he will le 
thee into Heaven. This, this is the on 
way to get thither; me mult be holy be 
fore we can be happy, and perform ou 
Lord's Will, before we can be received up 
into his Joy. And oh! what is there tha 
J would not do or ſuffer, to obtain Hes 
ven? How many difficulties do I conſtantij 
encounter and ſurmount, purely for th: 
fake of the paltry Pleaſures of this Life 
and can I then think any thing difficult, 
when Heaven is to be my Reward, if 
Gt a good fight, and obtain the Victon. 
Oh no! were I to run through flame to 
Heaven it would be an eaſie paſſage ; | 
ſhould never faint under the fiery Tryal, 
while I kept my Eyes conſtantly fixed on 
that Joy which my Gracious God hath ſet 
before me. Bur thanks be to God, this is 
ſeldom made the way uw Heaven ; mths way 
thither is generally ſmooth and pleaſant 
enough, and though ſometimes we meet 
with Thornsand Brambles ih it, yet great 
part of it is as pleaſant as we can wWIIn it. 
Bur, be it as it will, if thou would'ſt ob- 
rain the end, it is abſolutely n 1 
| | : - Ou NA. 


128 The DUTIES YT CLOS) 


* 8 0? . ———— — — 


has 
nap] 
Hea 


O _ 115 2 in i. — 
like God in his Happineſs, it is requifite 
4 ou ſhould' ſt firſt Ä — to be like him 
„bis Holineſs; be Pure as he is Pure, and 
lei bas promiſed thou ſhalt be happy as he 
happy. Now then may ſt thou make ſure 
Heaven, if thou thinkeſt it worth ob- 
lining, now may ſt thou obtain the Crown, 
thou thinkeſt. it worth thy while to ſtrive 
vr it. Rouze, rouze my Soul, and in- 
antly ſet about thy Work, I am ſo tranſ- 
orted with the proſpect of the Heavenly 
andan, and. raviſhed with the hopes of 
oſſeſſing it that I reſolve to fight my; way 
dit through every thing that opp 
ſeligious Progreſs, and to pre 


ſeth my 
forward, 
ven through the moſt rigid and ſevere Af - 
lictions, to thoſe. Glorious Manfions of 


7 ternal Happineſs and Pleaſure, 
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Meditation 1. 2 


| FT O W admirably, O Bleſſed Jeſu, is 
| thy Religion fitted to work both on 
or Hopes and Fears. Great are its Pro- 
iſes, and great its Threatnings, on the 
one ſide a Heaven to invite us, on the other 
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it is vob late, dat Torments are pre 


not careful by a timely Repentance to pie 
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a Hell to fright us into Obedience. Ol if w_ f 
us fear here; that we may not for ever * ! 
hereafter.- - Conſider, O my Soul, be 


| _— 
a thi 


fot the Diſdbedient in the next World, Mad © 
knovritg the Terrors of the Lord do h ch 
dare to Difobey: Thin often on that drealfſÞ*iP 


ful —9— Depart from. 


ye curſed! 


to Everlaſting Fire; think duely on it, my 
then . God if thou darſt. Pi 
thou kndw'vwhat it is tb depart from GalPe 


It is noilling leſs than to depart 2 a 
chan GG, and all that's Mappy, to 
chruſt Ay rem the Bleed 80 
Freriaſtig B ife und Glotyv, abd ro be by 
niſtlecl: Fron All the Pleäſures and — 2 
mentsof Parxadiſe, alas! my Sou 

canſt mbu bear the theughts of this ? Ye 
this will certainly be thy Let, if thou aff 


vent it. Too ſadly alas! do the Damned 
: en] know the meaning of this mourntily? 

ord, Depart : O! how do thoſe wretc-W > 
ed Souls be and vex; and grieve and rag 
at the Thou = of this dreadful Word cl 


When chey Took up to Heaven and confida th 


what they might have been, O] how dos 
ir Torment them to think what they non 
are ? Unhappy Souls! they feel by wotul 
Experience, what the loſs of Heaven: EY 
: ef 
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Whey ſee Heaven indeed, but the fight of it 
= only to increaſe their Pain, and con- 
-FMinually to ** their Folly. Oh! how 
0 * laſh themſelves for this their Folly, 
curſe. thoſe gay. 75 which 7 
d 1 of their Eternal Ae e 8 
Deſpair, and Madneſs .rac 

ey thirſt * that which n Bout 
e, and EM: and wound themſelyes 
th raging, ( Reſon 25 ſelf which 
gives us her only to loner 
ind, raiſe their? — 56 wile 

e in —— and nente e not 10 Ine 


fe bk: 1 (ther iy the other 
Veigh w dys of Earth and ; 
inthe juſt Ballance of Reaſon, and 409 chuſe 

= thou may ſt nor for ever lament 
= curſe thy choice hereafter, Hearken to 
thy Conſcience in this World. Whil it 
gives tee friendly Advice, that ſo it may 
not be thy Tormentor in the next. For this 
is that ever gnawing Worm which conti- 
nually preys upon the Damned Souls, and 
Tn e all Reſt. . Nos from 
them, 


lee nts ® . pres” "vat Fe. >. 1 3 eee 2 * „ Ro | —— 9 * _> : — N 
- 4 4 "_ of =” X - "x IF - =— 
5 * "Yd 7 | _ A 
132 — | of the C S E | 
/ De. 
8 WY ” i! ——-" e — — 3 - - « - * x 4 * p 
\ * 9 * : * ; » . * TOR 1 
err a : e „ * 4 . 
* 1 A x 1 . F 4 1 


5 kb 7 Gy * . | | all o 
Meditation 2. Pf Te 


ls e ee eee en 
Sure it is Hell enough to be doomed con ura 
tinually to lament the loſs of Heaven; weht t 
ſhall need no other Puniſhment to make ue a 
miſerable. * And yet alas! this is not hald, 
of Hell. Were this all, the Damned Spi. 
rits would think their Puniſhments light 
when compared with that which they ar: 
now Chained to. Depart from me, is but 
flows is. if poſible. fl ore Diſh 
ollows is, if poſſible, {till more 
into Everlaſting Fire prepared for the Devil 
and bis Angels. O dreadful and intolerable 
Sentence! Who can dwell with Everlaſting 
Burnings ? We are not able to endure her 
the ſcorching of the Fire for a Moment, and 
how then ſhall we be able to endure the 
more exquiſite and piercing Fire of Hell, 
for ever and ever? But yet this will be the 
Portion of every Wicked and Ungodly 
Wretch in the next World. And to add 
to theirmiſery, (though indeed ir is already 
large enough, and needs no addition) they 
ſhall be forced continually to hear the 
| Groans and Cryes, and to ſee the ſad and 
miſerable Condition of their Fellow- ſuffer- 
ers. O fad and mournful Scene! a Place 
full of Darkneſs and melancholy Horrour 
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full 
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Torments ! In- 


te in FORK Eaten, and een, in — mo | 
Duration, be fied. 0; de-bory "= 8 
gt; to en Were t . ever t 
| an 1 put to the Jufferings of the Dami-; 
of his though at never ! 
17 We, would help to alleviate - 
elt Miſery. Wor alas; „their Pains will 
erer WEAL, aways but, wil 7 alike ſharp 
nd quick to al Eternity. „They ſhall fel: 
note in, one Moment,, chan Ne" endured : 
. Ear all the e gi Lives, and 


his infinitely. great Pain an 4 Toxrure all” 
aſt for ig . ever. Tlieir Fire ſhall be, 


o far from being ever quenched, that it 
hall never abate, and their Bodies ſhall 
e always prey d upon by the Flames, and 
et ſhall never be conſumed: In vain-ſhall 
hey Sigh and Groan, and Weep and Wail, : 
hey are miſerable me all relief, and 
xyond all ee hey ſhall ſeek 
Death, but ſhall not find! it; they ſhall de- 
Ire to Dye, but Death ſhall fly from them. 
ternal- Life ſhall be a Cork to them, 
ince' they ſhall only live in unſpeakable. 
ey Be live to with in vain for Death. 
's Wrath is upon them, his Vengeance 
* 5 4 ru them, 5 will continue 
kavy * them, to tern! 1 
H 2 Medi- 
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Woulcklt thou know, my Sol, hi 
avoid /ttiis Place: of Torment > There i; 
but one Way. Bearn truly to Fear Him un 
who can deſtroy both dr and Soul ig Cot 
Hell; you, Thy, vhs Him, ant e 
then thou needefl Hell it elf. * *Tis del 
we” indeed the 2 leads to Hel 
is broad and ſpacious, and at firſt: figh 
ſeems to be a peaſamt 1 and therefor: 
it is that chou ſhould'f-alivays re 
member-thar the end thereof is birremek, 
Many there ate, alas! too many, tha 
walk-in it, and will perſwade tllee to ben 
them Compapy; they will uſe emicing 
Words, and Batter wid with their double 
Tongues; but believe them not, for Deſtry 
ion js in their Paths; and the way of Peace 
have they not known. © The onfy certain 
vy to eſcape God's Wrartt., is do avoid 
thoſe Sins tor which it comes upon the 
Children of Diſobedience. When eye 
therefore chou art Tempted to any thing 


that is ſinful be ſure to avoid it, for it will 
lead the down directl to Hell. Only be 
careful to keep thy Innocency, and het 
chou;:may#ft ately let in over Hell it 
in, Kh As 

ce Sy 


ſelf. f rhou * 


9 
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the Devil, then art thou the Servant of the 
Devil, and ſhalt be partner with him in his 
Miſery. Exer particular breach of our 
Duty carrieth us nearer 1 | 
Dreadful Placs of: Torment, and e 


om rg caſts us down to | 
Conſider this all ye that forget God, Jeaft 
He ſmtch y „de and there be none to 
—_— — kn T'fay, and\ſhow 
Ive whoſe Reaſon 
—.— them — Phan Danger, and to 
ſeek for Peare. Remember that the plea- 
ſures-of Sin are not to'be purchaſed, with- 
out the loſs of thy Heavenly Happineſs 3 
nay more, that choſe ſhort — fading ple - 
ſures will end in an Eternity of M? ys | 
think ſeriouſly and frequently of Hell, of | 
the greatneſs of its Torments, and che | 
petuity ef them; think as often on the 
pleaſures of Sin, "their emptineſs and va- 
nity, and the ſhortneſs: of their continu- 
ance; and then I can ſafely leave thee to 


chooſe for thy ſelf, either Obedi lence and 
peer or Sin and Hell. 2 
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D Private Humiliation. | ol 
| Ing 5 e one vitnry tA Retiring: 

. ine e e : 24 e 3 of 

#$ t hol egi tant 47 ile cids 12201111 Ml he 
1 | s 2 

mel I I have too much teaſon to fear is but 
Urte thought of, even among the better 
_ $ , * ” . . - . 

port of Chriſtians, and this is Private Hu. 

II „ · . bs . P 

ml 221/1ati0r, or the ſetting apart ſome time to 

bvewail in ſecret both our own particular 


Sins, and the general ſinfulneſs of the whole 
World., This, I confeſs, is but a melan- 
cholly Employment, but yer ſo neceſſary 
an one, that without it we can never hope 
to enjoy any true Peace or Cheerfulnels. 
For this is that Godly ſorrow which bringeth 
terth oy, and unleſs we can-thus-Mourn, 
we ſhall never poſſeſs any ſolid or laſting 
Gomotte; fot ny | cords ba 'N 
Our Holy Mother the Church hastaken 
peculiar Care to provide for the Pexform-. 
ance of this Duty in Publick, having Or- 
dered ſeveral Days in the Year to be ſet 
apart for this purpoſe. Such are all Her 
Days of Faſting and Abſtinence, both ordi- 
nary and extraordinary, which were all 
deſigned by Her te be ſo many oy of 
Th. 22 
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Mourning and Humiliation , Mortification 
and R e r.. 


And certainly it vrill well become us her 


Children, in Imitation of her holy Exam 
ple, to fer apart ſome time for the diſcharge 
of this Duty in private; that ſo there may 
be an uniformity and agreement in our pub- 
lick and private Behaviour, and we may 
AQt like Chriſtians, not only when we ap- 
pear in the great Congregation, but alfo 
when we withdraw into our cloſeſt and 
ſevereſt Retirements. We muſt not think 
it enough to comply with the Commands of 
the Church, in obſerving Her Publick Days 
of Humiliation, but we muſt be the fame 
in our Cloſets that we are in our Churches, 
poſſeſſed vrith the ſame ſenſe of our own: 
and other Mens Sins, and humbled under 
the ſame weighty load of Sorrow, or elſe: 
it is 1 to be feared our Religion 
is all diſſembled. Nay; indeed the Cloſer: 
ſeems to be the moſt proper Place for the 
performance of this Duty, becauſe we 
have not thoſe Reſtraints upon us there, 
which we have in Public There our 
Minds will be at perfect liberty to reflect 
ſeriouſly on thoſe grievous Sins, for which 
we humble our ſelves; and we may freely 
disburthen our ſelves of a our Sorrows; 
and give our Tears their fall vent. Do. 
| . H 3 a not 


ment; but conftantly on every E. 
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not therefore content thy ſelf with a dif 
charge of this Duty in Publick-only,. but 
let the Cloſer have ſome of thy ow hghs 
and groans, which ſeems to be à ꝓla 
arte TE for this melancholy ; and Til 
mplo 
as dich the e Holy Men of Ol. Dau 
did — — it enough to lament his own 
and other Mens Sins, in the Publick Place 
of God's Worſhip, but he retired into his 
Inmoſt Chamber, and there watered his 
couch with his tears, and truly mourned 
and grieved for thoſe who: kept: not Gods Wl niſh 
Lasco. Feremiab ſought for the moſt ſecret I cer. 
and retired places, and there poured forth I to! 
bis Soul in — Lamentations, and l pre 
mourned before his God, for che crying rap 
Sins of his Nation. And Holy. Daniel | 
thought it not too much to three 
whole Weeks in Private Mourning and Hu- 
miliation for his own and the'Pe les Sins. 
4 Do not thou 9 Dear Chriſtian, 
ink it too much to a part 
Day in every Week in this Holy : 


Day on which thy Bleſſed Saviour fülerel 
for 5 Sins, make i it th NE to:hum- 
ble a ſelf before thy God in Private, and 
heartily and fincerely to bewail thy own 
Sins and the _ of "all Mankind, and oy 

3 neſtly 


— 1 adi SURE ee tr 


x . 5 E | 
i on for them. If thoh est 
but ve the Day, .as the 
15 ne = I overt for 
li- Nn ur Ftv ich the Lord of L 72 


acrifice or Sm, 


1 We oh o 15 
" that chou 1 3 555 
5 bears 4 055 5 wake of m of Devo- 
* nſtantly-tie up- 


which chou nrtyft c 
on dis Occafion Iwill take 59 el 


1 niſn ther wich one ut the end of this Chap- 
„rer., In the mean while I 283 endeavour 
iN to flir. you up to this Holy Fractice, by fe- 
a gere d you en es erer Alta: 
5 tags that you will abrain' pages 
1 „By humbling your4e L Fhefore Goa, 
1 Pewalling your on and other Mens | 
you probably "prevent Tome of 
u un t gments, which God ſeems 
to have Derreed againſt your ſelf and o- 
chers. I any ching can ſtop the Arm of Di- 
vine Juſtice, it muſt be rhe powerful Hu- 
milistion And Sorrow of them who truly 
Mourn for Sin. Towards ſuch as theſe, Gd 
has always ſhowed Himſelf very Compath- 
onate; N has not only ſpared them themm- 
ſelves, bur. \ r others alſo for rheir 
des Their Cryes 1 pierce 


* 
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the Heavens, and have an eaſie acc 

His Freſence and their Sighs and Tl 5 
melt Him down into Pity and Compaſſa 
_ He cannot ſtrike, . while thereure Tex Fa 
Perſons ina Gy, but for the ſake 


ſtant, Way of His proceeding, - and 
"fore we may have great 8 if we e f. 
cerely and paſſionately mourn 


whole Nation;. or: at leaft, that if Bi 

Wrath doth deſcend upon the Children df 
Diſobedience, that he vii! hear c our ſorron 
f ul cry and will help us. 


mediately feel the happy E es. of this 


Wande true, They ſhall be comforted. They 


their Tears in his Botzle, all Command 


Then ſhall their ſorrow, be turned im- 
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ſhall eſcape. This * 


Ten, all the re 
been the ordinary, I will not a the 2 


r Sin, that 


for our ſakes God will be 


Secondly. They that mourn thus Religi 
gioully, Fall moſt certainly be comforted 
hey that thus Sow in tears ſhall undoubt- 


edly reap in 5 Though they do not im. 


their, Pious Humiliation, Y at the laſt 
ey | ſhall moſt” ſurel our Lord“ 


ſhall then indeed be Comforted, when our 
Bleſſed and moſt Jult ] udge who keeps all 


them to enter into the Joy of their, Lord, 


Joy, and becauſe. they once Wept, when 
Ti ears were . they ſhall now ne- 
ver 


way „ * 3 


er Weep 0 —— —— 5 wi ned 
rom their ier. And who then . not 
de contented to mourn here, that he may 
de ſure never to eee ? Who 
ould not willingly imploy every Moment 
of his Life in 3 os a. Holy and Religious 
Mourning, as will — for him an E- 
ternity of Joy? Grant, O Merciful God, I 
8 eech thee, that I may be fuch a true 
Mourner in this vale of tears and Miſery, 
that I may have a Title to thy Promiſe ot 
Eyerlaſting Comfort, and chat when 1 ſhall 
de taken off of the Melancholy Stage f 
his World, I may be received into thoſe 
Manſions of Joy and Pleaſute, where Grief 
and Sorrow never enter. 


0 An 00 fice of Humiliation; to ob. 
in oſs os private Chriſtiane in 
5 their lo erg, _ PU MY fo in 
& il. the: Tear. 
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s gal ar you riſe; in 155 gau 


all 
nd apply your felf to your ordinary courſe - 
Wm DORA ; only inflead of lle Had of 


elf-Examination ſet down.in this Book for 
your Daily #fe, make uſe of thoſe in The 
Whole Duty of Man, which I have . 
adviſed, way W 7 orcafio ons. Ad 
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be ſure to dothis with great care and though: 
fulnefs, that ſo thou mayſt bring thy ſeif u 
a right ſenſe of the greatneſs and multitud: 
of theſe thy Sint, which thou intendeſt u 
decently performed your ordinary Devotions, 

you may giue over and refreſhiyogr ſelf for 
4 while, and then return to your Cliſet 
again. Where, when you have compoſed.your 
Jelf, I would haut you begin theſe you 
Solemn Devot ions, with this uſeful Refer 

tion upon your ot State and Condition. 
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My Soul, thou haſt weighed thy al 
in the Balance of the GanGaty, and 


thou art found very light. Light deed 
are all 00 od Warte bod By in 


Ins ale 


* 


very heavy ; like a weighty Burthen they 
are to he 107 thee to bear. . Oh! 8 
thee! 


ther will ſuch a dreadful Weight fink thee! 
It will Pu Il thee down into the lowermok 
De if thou N27 not take 1 n 
1ett.trom it, A thou art not truly lorrow- 
| ae Ane fxg ' Teſalyed to ſhake it 
off. There is {carce. any one Command 
ment of thy God, Which tho alt not ho- 
OTIS > OPENED. 8 4 | LW ret 


R [ES If the OT. SET. Tri 
ter time, normlchianding all the kind 
otions' of the þl ed. Spirit , and the 
hecks of thy IN, "Conſcience to 
he contrary 1 lou bat run with deli * in- 
0 Sinz anbooiſhy and e 4 
iel in thy 

y Sins is; Uike 22 hs San 
ic Sea; thd/the grearnels of — 
ond abl Rr preHOon On tet thy Tedrs be 
xs hard td ba. nambted as thy Sins, and lex 
y ſortow for the wender tranſcend 
he delight'thar thou togkeſt in committing. 
hem. Let thine Eye becottie a Fountain 
of ttue Pentent Teats; that To being milf | 
walhed md own Tate i:thou mayſt' be 
fie to be waſhed from chy ins in the B50 
_ Bear Siet, Eis thine Eyes rich 


down dn dee or; wit hon arty r 
= „ lite Lord Took 7 n 
re Haven. And let thy Heatt Ye filled with 


e ſuch a-ſorrowfat- ane 
e. mou knowöſt th God wilt nor defÞile. 
e! This, O'iny Soul, b. e 6 Wa 570 000 ; 
t tain true Peace and Ct ng is that 
y © Kepentance which thou halt never Re- 


pent of. 


d Immediately after this, Far down upon thy 
0 | Knees, an l make the following bumble 


e 8 e/fion Y thy Sans to Gol. 
— 1 $4 * c 


n as 


ot 3 
a Y 74 2 ; . 
1 * > 
=; 
8 „ . 


161303: 


A mh * of ur bor 
ſus * —— al all: hy 


en manifold 
high 


and 


nee 11 
upon me, molt- Marcia 47% 


fr 5 Ft Lord Jeſus ene 
orgive me t is paſt 

a thee 

loyour And 


I may ever hereafier ferve and 

in newneſs a Life, to the 
e of 8 — 5 , through Jeſus Chril 
J. DIY - 9327 AUT 11 © 


a : 171 | A 
11 5 o l. 4 1.5; 41 9 — iin — * 
5 \ "Y ; 


WER_rTYj 7 za 828 


| is 8 "ll 
" . 14 N ” | * * WN * 
i 2 . LT T5] JA 300 4 4 ; 
| A. - L339 A 
P OE" 


*. > P + bay 4 
* 4-8 Is g 
y % C y „ 7 " " WR * a SM '} [ 
1 A n 
; * 2 „ * % . * a ' 
je . 
14 ? A P- ayer 
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# Prier for For tiveneſe” 'of l 


l 903 


Ock down, O Merciful Father, loox 


/ down. from. Heaven, and 1 
poor. mic ;Wigtch, 0 Nick 
the burthen of hi 8 Zins, —— — 
1 — — — — 
of Pity and Compaſſion, who am 
grieved- for my Sins, and firnily reſolved, 
to forſake them. Send me Comfort, O 
Bleſſed Redeemer from thy Holy Place, 
and viſit me with the Light of thy Coun- 
tenance. Receive, O Grgeious Father, 
receive a true and ſincere keiten who. 
with Signs and Tears cryes aloud for 
Mercy. Thy mae Lord, is alwayes 
1 have Mercy, and to N O let thy 
Merciful Ears be.open 50 0p Prayers; and 
let them receive ithat- Hr Bleſſ . from 
— Com, Re; ood cheer, 4 Sins are 
forgiven. 4 — — this, LES 
God, for a ar an r- 


1 a q 7 0 $1 22d wt ; 
5 | P 
N . 
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4 Prager, for. Kere e auen 


125 our Lives. 
488 430314 b ES AyOL A AJ 1 
„ N 3 | 5 
Holy Lord God, hs by thy Grace 
O ago ara 
according a6ahy ood Plezſure, give me 
ſuch a meaſure of thy Grace, I mii hum. 


bly- beſeech thee as may" enable me to 
amend my Lite the time to come, and 
to be obedient to all thy Wiſe and - 
Commands. It is 1 . defire of -my 
Soul to pleaſe thee, and I Know that there 
is no way to pleaſe th lee, dat by keeping 
thy Commandments. Oger me ever hors 

them written in m my Heart, char they may 
be always —— with me, and or 1 
may contin meditate upan them Grant 
that J may frotn his Hour bid adieu to all bo 
Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts; and that! 
may dedicate my felf entirely to thee ; to IM 1! 
ſerve thee in Riphteouſneſs nd. true Holi- hy 
neſs. Thou, O Lord, ont ef thy -infinite I '/ 
Kindneſs and Mercy, haſt graciouſly been ( 
pat to give me a fight and ſenſe of my L 
ins; O ler me ever hate and abhor them, | 
deteſt and forſake them, and cleave entire- . 9 
ly unto thee whom my Soul longech for. 10 
Let me no more return with - Dog +4 


the 8750 or ny con 
EE 


wh Nn e s e 


When you 


3 e. 
ly put up the Prayers 16 = mou 
place 1 22 to 1 
following oy of the Dll, 7 ors 
Jerioufa and attention. 
mY a . 8 3 6 un vad — 

Ave mer a 
ee 5 '0 Ci be \ me far 
—52 are bexed; 89 


2 My Sautalfo is WR routed, but Ford, 
how 1 wilt thou m_ ne? 

3 Ia e ah eve 
night 2000/0 Iny bed, bd water A Lac 
with ay my my beauty i. gone F, N 


trouble. 
+ Fin thine een, Mf faſt Nis 0 
Land; aud.tby Hand 2 ne fort. 
5 There is no heulth in my fleſh hecauſe 


of thy diſpleaſure, neither is "there an . 
a. 9 8 «Mes of-my Sin. * 


7 1 * 
2 1 * ; a 3 - ö LL 
* . k 0 
* : 


6 Foro any TS are ——— 55 10 118 


10 and are like a fare burtben too þ 2 2 
Js, ee, 70 It 10 „. 
Law brought imo ſogreat roabt the 17 
I, 4 mourning, ab air le — ul ſ 
4 505 — 211 Bin Fas ws 

5 7 . — of my heart. / ea 

=_ 1 . OR all my: defire, and 21 


my groaning 1s not ——— thee. 
10 For I truly am ſet in the Plague, 1 
277 45 1s ever in mi. igt. 
11. B 1 will confeſs * exctedneſi, and 
J or n. 
| berefore turn 1 ume me, 0 
Lord, and have mercy upon me 5 for. I an 
deſolate, 7 5 in miſe 
13 The forrows =. my heart ar are enlarge 
O bring thou me out of —— tronhles. 
14 Look upon mine verſuy and forgive 
me all m Sins. 8 
15 Mine iniquities have taten ſuch old 
upon me, that I am not able to look up; they 
are more in number than the hairs of my 
Head, and my Heart bath failed ne. 
0 "4 Tea even from my. youth up, thy 
ferroure. have 1 Hafered' with. a troubled 
Nd. | 
17. For t wrathſul 4 7 Jea ure 'goeth 
A: Me, Hy the jear of the 2 th undone 


me. 
; NES 18 My 
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15 J PT 1 15 doum and poither- 
d_ like. graf 5 4 deen my 
„ F » K 1 0 * E 4 n 


19 For the voice of 1 my ONLY ny ones 
a ſcarce cleave to my Db. 
20 Tea, I hav 145 60 4 aſhes as it were 
brea e, 1 5 3 ab weeping. 
21 Aud ecauſe Of t ine indigent 
nd wrath, . for * , ne and 


oft me don. 2 gldarSifter hrt 


FOO ibis 2 = Teal. fore 
Portion of Scripture proper for this acca- 
ton : In the #171 EY Mule 2111 +4 7725 


of Ahab, who, not doit h 1 ht 
wickedneſs, "1 upon @ ſincere RT 


ound favour with God, 1 Kin. 22. In. the 
New Teſtament, the Parable of the Prodi: 
cal Son, who, though he had Iroed riotoufly 
and wickedly, Yet becauſe he 1 Him- 
elf for bis Sin, and earneſtly be 75 gd fe orgs: 
veneſs of bis Father, be was kindly 7 ecejve 

by bim, and had al hs þ Tau He 
out; Luke 15. ons, 42 5 With duc 
attention will A great. conlort to 
thee in thy y Jorrow, and fill thee wit Joyful 
hopes of FEES 4 gracious Pardon 75 all 
12 Sing, from thy moſt ae and tender 
3 ered 


- * ? 3 
313 at bn: 9 f 24 1 2, 


1 3 „ 
, 7 * 
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22 ow huft made un an of- Nea mit) 
l Morning Drvoteomr auth 6 3 
og þ ER end t * 


1 1 


4 Thonkegiving. 8 


Ilie 0d who, out of ur 995 

love and kindneſs towards me a pit 
| and miſerable Sinner, haſt been graciouſh 
{ pleaſed to bring me to a He of m I 

and to Feen in me Holy Vefites of Teay/ 
| 


them; 1 defire* to return thee" my m 
humble and unfeigned Thanks for iis thy 
unſpeakable Mercy. O! how miſerabſ 
ſoul T have been, if thou hadſt given me 
Hy thou mighteſt, to 90 hatd- 
. Heart, and contempr « of thy Wort 
and Contingent. But, 0 Tork thou 
i haſt not dealt thus with thy Servant, but 
haſt opened his Eyes to The” the things that 
belong to his Pee. Thou thoughteſt it 
not enough to redeem me once ſow Death, 
by the Precious Blood of thy moſt dear 


Son, but thou haſt van N vs) * 1 
from the Ja 1 of Hell, as Hyg 
from that Ba pineſs We y Bleſ S% 


viour 2 for me. O how often 
have I been engaged in the Paths of Ruine 
and — how often has We 
pirit 


#þ : e ET. T5 
ire led me out of them, endowed me 
> way to Everlaſting Blißs and ny, 
r thou kindly ealleſt and 
witelt we to thy Kingdom, even now 
hou exhorteſt me to leave my burthen 
nd to enter imc t Reſt. What ſhall 3 
ſimable bebe For Sad al other 
h y Mercieg I will pra thy 
er 1 and ever, and endeavohf conſtantly. 
leaſe thee, by a fincere and univer fal C 
lience to all dry Commands. O Lord, ep- 
ble me to £5 thefe my Vows, for 
de fake of thy NE 172 
Ait Ae, ; 


a> Pepe: 
0 


FT Holy Lord, mho o 
3 iat come 


nto bog ho deli 5 8 not in the Death 
＋ Sinner, but hadſt rather that he ſhould 
1 from. his Wickedneſs and live, hear 
x, and help me, I moſt earneſtly beſeech 
thee, Strengrhen and confirm in me thoſe 
Holy Refolutions, which thou haſt pork 5 
0 my Heart, and gar that nay perle 

ere in them unto my Lives end. Let not 
my Tears ever be wip'd from my Eyes, or 


my 


of 


| 2 l FEET - 0085 


Tha ow baniſhed from my Heart, i 
we made my Peace with thee, - and a 
again become one of thy true Child 
Bleſs and roſper the good Work whi 
thou [Ira in 9 that ſo I may pr 
CA from Sorrow ol . a : 
tent MR tain thy Py 
donand Fo Dee aſh me thr 
— — 91 ee Pu 
my Sin, that ſo I may ur 
ISS Eun 
ticipation of that pineſs, whi 
thou haft promiſed to. all thofe who tri 
 Jerve thee. And this I ask au 
beg of thee, in the Name, and for the {ak 
5 thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt: c our Lori 
Men. 


The end of the Mornings Devotions 
tio oi for che Altemoon. 


of 2 Xigtio 
980.99 uy on: oN. 

A S Menne iy 1 in bew 
I cum Sins; let thy, Afternoon it 
©; nt in lamenting the general finfulneſs.ij 

ankind ; that ſo tbe whole World may fart 
the better. for thy Tears and thy. Prayers. 
When therefore thou. haſt ſetled thy ſelf in 


thy Cloſer, 127 7 0ů Devin, wall : hne 
rious Soli As. % d e 4 Sol 
"4 — ; i 


— n 
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l 358 eVOYSHY W ot} 
| upon the generab cor · 
W ruption af Mankind, their averſe- 
ſs op eee their readineſs to 
evil, their open and prophane contemypt 
f God and Religion, and their impadent 
couraging of all manner of Sin and Wick. 
ineſs, I am aſtoniſhed and confounded; 
toniſhed with wonder at the patience and 
og · ſuffering of God, which has thus long 
ore with us; and confounded with fear 
d horrour at the proſpect of thoſe. many 
ead ful Judgments which ſeem to hang 
per us, and are juſt ready te fall upon us. 
or if God ſhould deal with us after our 
Pins, and reward us after our Iniquities, we 
ould ſoon become like Sodom and Gonor- 
ab, a Lake of Fire and Brimſtone. Our 

iquities have aſcended up into Heaven, 
nd alas! What can they bring down thence 
ut Wrath and Deſtruction? They cry alqud- 
0 God for Vengeance, and almoſt 0 is 

uſtice into queſtion, becauſe he is ſo mer- 
iful as to bear with us. Bur though God 

35 thus lang forbore us, we muſt nor be 
0 preſumptuous, as to think he will ſtill. 
ufter us. Though he is flow to anger, 


* 


*, a 
. 
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yet his Wrath will moſt certainly gelte e 
an hoo pon RD. of Diſobedienc 
and though 1t £0 it wi 
he vey grievo tn © when ar 1 
endeavour to — — — 
the Lord, as far as thou art able; 
Signs and Tears continually | come dene 


his pre 

„and witk importunate cryes beg 
him that le mm pare bis People, and noi 
bring his Heritage 70 Confuſton. It may be 
char he will piuy thy Cry, and will hex 
thee ; it may be that thy Sighs and Tear 
may melt him into Compaſhon; and that 
for thy ſake it may go well for a time wi 
the Evil-doers. Cry aloud: then, O nyt” 
Soul, and try if, e INgn bre 
| thou cankt not prevail. : 


Auer this, read the following Palm, 5600 


1 . grieveth me toben I fee the tranſl ! 
&reſſours, becauſe : by ey reep not they on 


2 pens Heart ſhewerh me-the Wickedne 
f the — chat ibere is ng n 
ore bis Eyes. 


2 © —k[k RA — r 


N 


CY 
— _- „1 
* 
Sd 
* * 
Ay þ 4 1 4 


we | J Tor be fl. ereth a in bis ? 
| 5 3 umi bis abomunuble Sin e | 


. The Wards of bis Mouth. 4 
4 zl! of eh tal * 70 to — 
af NT, 6 and 0 
th 15 e mil ef upon. bis bed, 
* bath 7779 himſelf in Ne ; neither 
rh be abbor any Thing that ic evil. 
6 The Lord Tboked- down: Ob ker 
gon the 1 "Men, to ſee. if there | 
ere any that thould underſtand end eek ( 
{ . » of he "3 \ 
they are gone out of t L 
10 are altogether become abomindbie, 2. 
hs none that doth gbd, no not one. 
il 3 Deftruttion' 270 unhappineſs is in their 
mier and the way of peace have they not 
__ there 1 ts no fear of God before- their 
es. | 
| 17 But health is ** from the un zodly, 
„ becanſe, O Lo, they regurd not thy He- 


ute g. 


10 Wherefore, when they were ſſeł I 
Yer /aokcrh, ond humbled my Soul with 
15 and m 9. Prayer Jhall turn intowne * 
oſom.. 
11 I. bebovel my. / elf as ; though it bad 
bren my Friend or my Brother, 1 went heavi- 
2 Ps one. that mourneth for his Mother. 8 


Ry * ; — L For 


WII per 


HO) 


' as. $4 * 8 
— 1. 
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— 
i 12 I 7. mo in horribhy 4 Lord God 
for hi ungodly that 1 a 9055 A 
13. Rivers of Vater run down 7 Eyes, 
becauſe MON | feep not thy, commandments. 
ten this, Plalm, 6 12a ihe, E bree 
Ge Genefis, © where. . Promiſel 
Abraham, that he would Jp Jpare Sodom f l 
could find hut Ten righteous Perfons in es 
And det a le. Refletion upon this, help to 
enlarge thy, ; Plaus Sorrow, and to encreaſe 
thy Chriſtian Concern for the general ſinful. 
mae, of. the. ot that ſo, for thy ſake, 
d the, 75 „ , ſome other truely Deva 
8 850 604 may.be mer au to all Mankind. 
And, to make ſure 75 Mercy and EM 
add "theſe uh Fe £166] to thy Tears, 
And 17 I, by.this Holy Violence, thou can} 
nat extor 7 Conpulo "_ Him. pes hs 


A'CONFESSION. 


8 Mol Hcly Lord God, who art 
-Tettible 1 thy ſud -ments towards 
the Children of Diſobedienc ce, - who for 
the . of Mankind did'ſt once drown the 
whole: Wo wy and didft alſo rain Fire 
and Brimiſton upon Sodom and Gomorrah, 
for che Ainfolneld of them that dwelt thete- 

in 


1 
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— 
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in; 1 acknowledge and confeſs, in behalf | 


of my ſelf and all the reſt of Mankind, 
that we have juſtly deſerved thy ſevereſt 
Judgments, for we.have all gone aſtray 
and dealt wickedly, there is not one of 
us that doth Good, no not one. We 
have openly-contemn'd and ridicul'd Ver- 
tue and Religion, and in their room have 
ſet up and encourag'd all manner of Vice 
and Wickedneſs, we have diſ-honoured thy 
Name, defiled thy Houſe, prophaned thy 
Worſhip and lighted thy Commandments. 
Nay, O Lord, We have been ſo hardy, 
that we have been Inſenſible under thy 
Puniſhments, and that which thou in 
Mercy defigned to Reform and Amend 
us, has ſerved only to make us more 
Obſtinate and Rebellious againſt | thee. 
We have made our felves Slaves to the 
World, the Fleſh and the Devil, and 
have Engag'd our. ſelves in a War againſt 


Heaven, and have Fought againſt ou. 


own Happineſs. And now, O Lord, 
what can we expect from Thee but 
Judgment and fiery Indignation, which 
is indeed the due Reward of our Sins? 
We muſt confeſs that we are ripe for 
Deſtruction, and ought every Moment 
to expect to have the World ſet on Fire 
about us. But, O * thou * A 
| er- 
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fuſion, Let the Prayers and Tears of thoſe 


— — 2 * 2 —— 
FL 
— — 
a. "RY 
—_— * 


— 
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—— — — — A 
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Merciful God, to thee belong Mercies and 77 
Forgiveneſſes, though we have rebelle - 
againſt thee, and have not obeyed thy ao 


voice, by walking in thoſe Laws which 
thou haſt ſer. before us. Deal not with 7 
us therefore, O Merciful Lord, after ou Ml 
Sins, neither reward us after our Iniquities 
bur let thy Anger and thy Wrath be tum 
ed away from us, and bring us not to Con- 


few Pious Souls, who mourn in ſecret for 
the Sins of Mankind, hop thy avenging 
Hand, and prevail with thee to allow a 
finful Wang 1 * more or Re- 
-pentance. O let not our obM tire 
out thy patience, but do thou. mollific 


our ſtony Hearts, do thou ſmite theſe 
hard Rocks, that true penitent Tears may IN th 
How from them. Bring us to a ſenſe of I 5 
our Sins, and a. dread of thy Judgments, I 1; 
| that ſo we may not dare to provoke the I f 
any more, but may humble our {elves 
before thee, in a moſt fincere and ſor- I g. 
rowful Contrition of Heart, that thou d 
being pleaſed therewith, may'ſt repent I +, 
thee of the Evil, which thou ha'ſt aid WW © 


thou would'ſt do unto us, and do it 

not. O Lord hear, O Lord forgive, V 8 

Lord hearken and do, not according to 0 

our Merits, but thy Mercies; for the _ | 
\ 0 


\ 
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ehm, who hath purchaſed and redeemed 
us with his own Blood, even 1] eſus Quit 
1 Lord. Amen. nnr! 


u Then # FI theſe Ejaculation rok out of 
1 the” Whole Duty of Man. : 


* 0 1 of whom ſhall we ſeek br 
0 ſuccour but of thee, who for our 
1 Sins art wt diſpleaſed ? Yet Q Lord 
i God molt Holy, 0 Lord moſt Mighty, 
in 0 Holy and moſt Merciful Saviour, eli. 
* yer as ice inte i Mie Pals of Eternal 
Death. 
5 Father, we have finned againſt Heaven 
5 ap] before thee, and are not 12 to be 
ee called thy Children ; yet, O Lord do not 
thou caſt off the bowels and compaſſions 
of 4 Father, but even as a Father pitieth 
his own Children, ſo be thou mercitul un- 
Xu 2 

O God, we confeſs that we have de- 
facd that Image of thine, which thou 
did'ſt imprint upon our Souls; yet, O 


110 thou Kalchful Creator, have pity on thy 
"; Crertures. 6 
* Ol . © Jeſu, we have by many and grievous 
% ias ctuclfed thee atteſh, yet thou, Who 
Take prayec' ft for thy Perſecutors, interceed 


tor us alſo, and ſuffer not, O Bleſſed Re- 
C 1 Me deemer, 


thy blood, to periſh Everlaſtingly. 
O Spirit of Grace, we have by many 


Horrid Impieties done deſpight to Thee; 


yet, O Bleſſed Comforter, though we have 
often Grieved Thee; be thou pleaſed to 
ſuccour and relieve us, and to give us Grace 
to Repent of our Sins, that we may obtain 
the End of our Hopes, even the Salvation 
of nr Souls. tele, NE e 


Truſt, O caſt not out our Souls, but let the 


Light of chy Countenance ſhine favourably 
upon us, and viſit us with thy Salvation. 
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0 Merciful Lord God, who didſt ſend 
\F thy Son into the World to Redeem 
the World, and art not willing that any 
thould periſh, but thar all ſhould come to 
Repentance, and the Knowledge of the 
Truth, have Mercy upon all Zews, Turks, 
Infidels and Hereticks. Be favourable, 0 
Blefled Lord, to thine ancient People the 
7Zews, take from them all hardneſs of Heart, 
and open their Eyes that they may ſee 
though late, the Lord of Life 3nd Glory, 
and vita an unfeigned ſubmiſſion turn un- 

eren 


o * 4 
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deemer, our Souls (which are the price of 
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of to Him, and cheerfully obey his Commar:l- 
ments. Let the Light of thy Goſpel FI 
MW ſhine forth, even unto the darkeſt Corners |} 
. Jof the Earth, that ſo the whole World 
e may come to the ſaving knowledge of thy If 
to M Truth, and become one Sheep-fold under 
e the Great Shepherd of our Souls Chriſt 
in MW Jeſus. And grant, O Lord, that all thoſe, 
n W who, by thy Infinite Grace and Favor, 
have heard of the Name of thy Dear Sor, 
d MW and are admitted into the Communion of 
e WM his Church, may endeavour to Adorn 
the Religion they Profeſs, by the Holi- 
Jneſs and Integrity of their Lives, by a 
ure, meek and humble Converſation. 
, leſs all Degrees of Men in the whole 
World from the higheſt to the loweſt; 
but more eſpecially thoſe whom thou haft 
Entruſted with the Sovereign Power, of 
Governing thy People. Grant that they 
may wifely conſider, chat the Sword is put 
into their Hands, for the maintenance of 
Virtue, and the diſcouragement of Wicked. 
neſs and Vice, and may manage it accord- 
ingly; that ſo both Chriſtian and Heathen 
Governours may endeavour as far as liettt 
in them, to promote Virtue and Goodneſs, |} 
and to put down all Vice and Wickednefs. | 
And to all of Inferiour Ranks and Stations 
give thy Heavenly Grace, that they | 
i 13 may 
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4 to all that want jt, and enable all to live 
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may all be mindful of their ſeveral Du 


min 0 
ties, and carefully and Honeſt] orm © 
them. Make us all ſenſible * —.— — 

danger we have brought our ſelves into Mic 

by our Sins, and enable us, by the help of Teſ 
thy Holy Spirit to diſentangle our ſelves 


from them, and to turn unto thee with 1 
ſtedfaſt Faith and unfeigned Repentance. 
Avert thoſe Judgments from us, which 
we have all juſt reaſon to fear, eſpecially 
we who are called by the Name of thy 
Dear Son, becauſe we . fin againſt much 
clearer. light, more powerful convictions, 
and are endowed with a greater ſtrength 
by far to reſiſt Temptations, than the un- 
believing world. Give Light, O Lord, 


up to that Light which they have already, 
| that ſo the Light which is in them, , ma) 
not be turned into Darkneſs. Finally, O- 
Lord, be Merciful to all Men, make us 


di 

& 
tt 

N. 

1 

h 

4 

| 
all ſuch as thou would'ſt have us, and. WW 1 
( 
1 
( 


ing and of great Pity, -Thou ſpareſt,when 
we deſerve Puniſhment and in thy Wrath 
thinkeſ} upon Mercy. Spare thy Beanie 
YEtti | $71 good 


good Lord ſpare them. O Lord, for thy 
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— —ꝓf1—1¹in — — — 


im Mercy is great, and after the multi tudè of 

eat I thy Mercies look upon us, through the 

to Merits and Mediation of thy Bleſſed Son 

of Teſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 

res _ ee 

ce. 5 | 

Y Gracious God who, upon the Inter- 

ny ceſſion of thy Holy Servant Ms/er, 

ch didit turn from thy fierce Wrath, and re- 

5 pent of the Evil which thou thought ſt to 

tn do unto thy People; hear the Prayers and 

1 the Supplications, which thy Servant hath 

d now offer d up unto thee;-in behalt of the 

de whole World; why doch thy Wrath wax 

„hot againſt us, why art thou fo. diſpleaſed. 

0 at us? O let not thine Anger burn for ever, 
but incline thine Ears unte my Prayers and 

S WW hear them, and anſwer them in Loving- 

4 kindneſs,” Mercy and Forbearance. Hear, 

1 O Lord, and anſwer,) not tor. my ſake, 
but for the fake of him, 7 who-hath loved 

„us and given himſelf for wh, eyen thy moſt 

* WW dearly beloved Son, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; 


Our Father, which art in 
lowed. be thy Name. Thy K 


— hath taught us when we pray to 


* * 


Heaven, Hab 


# * PF W * * 1 


dom come. 
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Thy Will be done in Earth, as it is in Hes. 
ven. Give us this Day our Daily Bread, 
And forgive us our Treſpaſſes, As we for: 
give them that Treſpaſs again us. And 
lead us not into Temptation: But deliver 
us from Evil. For thine is the Kingdom, 
The Power and the Glory, For ever and 
ever, Amen. een . 
Here ends thy Afternoon's Devotions, but 
let not thy pious Sorrow end here; that muſt 
bie more durable, it muft be well rooted ani 
ſettled in thee, being a gracious Diſpoſition 
of Mind, which the Bleſſed Feſws requires 
of all bis Followers. At Night let thy Devo 
Lions be the ſame as they uſed to be. Du 
may uſe any of theſe Prayers,” at am 


tine, when you pleaſe , with: your» other 
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1 Have now briefly run over the | ſeveral 
1 Duties of the Cloſet, and Inſtructed 
you, as well as I-am able, how you may 
beſt perform them. I have nothing more 
to do, but earneſtly to perfwade you to 
de conſtant in the rathiſe of them, and, 


* 
* 1 * 
: 
* 
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r 
Puties are, not to be barren or unfruitful 


And 


in that Knowledge. 
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And methinks it ſhould be no hard Task 
to prevail upon Chriſtians to be careful in 
the performance of thoſe. Duties, which 
moſt of all ſhow: them to be Chriſtians, 
which are ſo truly Pleaſant in themſelves, 
and wha iron; Beneficial to us. Me- 
thinks, I ſay, theſe Duties ſhould ſpeak for 
themſelves, and need no Advocate to Plead 
for them. But alas! too ſadly do we find 
that the Charms of Religion have not that 
Effect upon Men, which may very juſtly 
be expected from them, and that all which 
we can ſay in Her behalf, is no more than 
is neceſſary, in this looſe and degenerate 
Age. I ſhall therefore endeavour to draw 
Men to an habitual Practiſe of theſe Duties 
by theſe three very powerful Motives. 
Firſt, By our conſtant Performance af 
theſe Duties, we {hall be belt able to know, 
whether we are indeed Chriſtians or no, 
whether we only put on an outward Form 
of Godlineſs, or are inwardly full of the 
Power of it. 1163 Wo lie dee 
Secondly 5 We can no way entertain and 
feaſt our Minds better, than by a frequent 
performance of theſe Duties. 
Thirdly, They carry with them a very 
great and noble Reward, and will abun- 
dantly recompence all the Care we take in 
2 due Diſcharge of them, both in this 
World, and chat which is to come. , 
IS, Eirft, 
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Firſt, I ſay, by our conſtant „ive 
ance % Gch Dates we ſhall be beſt able die 
to know, whither we are indeed Chriſtians I be 
or no, whither we only put on an outward hd 
form of Godlineſs, or are inwardly full of 
the power of it. It is ſo much the Tem. 
pra Intereſt of every Man, to appear 

irtuous and Religious in the World, that 
it is very much to be feared, that a great 
number of thoſe Men who Talk much of 
Religion, and make a great ſhow. of it, yet 
are rotten at Bottom, and uſe it only as a 
Cloak for their Knavery. Thus did the 
Phariſees of Old, they Prayed in the Pub. 
lick Streets, nay, and made long Prayers 
too, but it was only for this Reaſon, that 
they might with leſs ſuſpition devour 
Widows Houſes. And therefore a Man, 
whoſe Religion never goes out of: fight, 
but is always Atted before Men, may very 
juſtly Queſtion whither he is truly Reli- 

ious as he ought to be, and acts upon the 
Noble Principles of Chriſtianity ; whither 
he be fincere in what he doth, and doth 
not Serve God for the ſake of Mammon. 
For we may flatter our ſelves, as the Pha- 
niſees did, and call our ſelves righteous, 
when 7 a corrupt Principle of Worldly 
Intereſt may be at the Bottom of all out 
Righteouſneſs, and ſpoil all. We Has 
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indeed outwardly obſerve moſt. of the Du- 
ties of Chriſtianity, and yet be as far from 
being true Chriftians, as Turks, or In- 
Ae en ” 


But if we would ſurely know, whither 
we are ſincere Chriſtians or not, we muſt- 
Try our elves, when we are out of the 
fight of the World, and when no Body is 


by to take notice. of and applaud us for 


what we do. If in our Cloſets, (where, 


let our Behaviour be what it will, the 
World is never the wiſer for it) if here, 
I fay, we always chooſe to ſpend our time 
im converſing with God; and in the Holy 
Exerciſes of an, inflamed Devorton , we 
may with very good Reaſon hope that our 
Religion is not diſſembled, but that it 
flows from an inward ſenſe of the many 
Obligations we lie under to be Religious. 
For no other Reaſon can be given why 
Men ſhould perform the Duties of Religi- 
on, but chele two, Either Firſt, becauſe 
they Deſign by an appearance of Virtue 
to gain a Reputation amongſt Men, Or, 
Secondly), becauſe they are truly ſenſible 
of tlie great Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity 
of Pleaſing God, and Walking according 


to His Commandments. The Firſt can have 


no place in the Cloſet, from which the 
World is ſhut out, and therefore cannot 
„ r 


/ 
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World : 


poſſibly tell whether we are good or bad 
there, and conſequently can paſs no Jude: 
ment upon us. But the Second will oblige 
us. equally both in Publick and Private, 
and is the only Reaſon that can be given 
for Cloſet-Religion. If therefore thy re- 
tired Hours are conftantly well ſpent, in 
Holy and Religious Exerciſes, this is a 
very great Proof of thy Sincerity, and may 
Reaſonably give thee this Aſſurance, That 
not only the Form of Godlineſs fits upon 
thee, bur alfo that the Power of it dwells 
1 eee ee 
II. We can no way entertain and feaſt 
our Minds better, than by a frequent per- 
formance of theſe Duties. Our Souls, 


| which are the Images of God, when they 


are left to themſelves, and have no-reftraint 
upon them, Naturally T hirſt after God, 
2nd defize to Converſe with Him. They 
perfectly well know Him to be the greate 

Good, and therefore they Value Him and 
Delight in Him above all things; fo that 
the true Happineſs of our Souls conſiſts in 
their Communion with God, and conſe- 
quently the more cloſely they are united 
to Him, the greater muſt their Happineſs 
and Pleaſure needs be. Tis true indeed, 
we cannot ſee God Face to Face in this 


our preſent Enjoyment” of dear | 
an 
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and Converſation, with him, are. very i im- 


perfect, in comparaifon of what they ſhall 


be in the other World. But yet, as Im- 


perfect as they are, they infinitely tranſcend 


all the other pleaſures of Life. There is 

nothing elſe. which the dau can reliſn; al 
other 3058 c fat and inſipid; but the 
pleaſure of gonyerſi Re od ſhe- taſts 
with her — t and delight. 


And what place can be ſo proper for the 


Soul to meet her Beloved in, as the Cloſer, 


where there ſhall be nothing to diſturb: or 


interrupt their Heaven ply Converſation, no- 
earthly 00 ects to divide and diſtract the 
Thonzhty. but 8 World ſhall be Wy 
ſhut out, and God ſhall be all in all? 


may ſhe « enjoy him, as fully as poſſibly he 


can in this Life, and Converſe with him 


as Cloſely, as. the vaſt diſtance between 
Heaven and Earth will let her. She can- 


not have a full ſight of him there; that 


Beatifick Vifion is reſerv d for thoſe, who 
ſhall be thought meet to be made partak- 
ers of the Happineſs with the Saints in 
Heaven; but ths may now ſee him through 
a Glaſs darkly, 1 Converſe with him 
in the Holy Exerciſes of the Cloſet, 


lach as reading, his Word, ſpeaking 


to him in Prayer and Praiſe, and fi- 


Icatly meditar; ing on him and his In- 
mite 
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we ave of Cement with God in 
World. 1787 
I. Reading his Word; py” what can A 
more lealin to a Rational Mind, than to 
view that Portraiture which God has given 
us of himſelf in his Holy Book; where we 
have the cleareſt M jon of the Di. 
vine Nature, that this World affords us 
How delightful muſt it needs be to tum 
over that Book F God, and continually to 
make new Diſcoveries there of the Divine 
Beauties and Perfections; fomerimes-to ob- 
ſerve his Juſtice, at other times his Mercy, 
then to admire his Wiſdom; and to 
praiſe him for his Goodneſs? What can 


more entertaining than to follow 
him there through all the numerous Turn. 


to behold and admire all the ex uiſite Art 
and Contrivance of the Great Governour 


Tk the 


to us? This is indeed a great and noble 


he 


ings and Windings of his Providence, and 


of the World? But above all, how ftrange- 


ly will it Fill e us to acquaint our elves 
ill of God, which is here plain- 
- ly, fo far as it concerns us; made known 


Employment for the Mind, to ſtudy the 
Will of its Creator, and to reflect —4 
the reaſonableneſs and excellency of thoſe 
k Laws, by which the — God e ä 


I DUTIES of the CLOSET. x9; | 


David in the ſtudy of theſe Lame, that they 
vere his meditation all the Day, nay, ande 
be in the 1 alſo did he meditate in 
0 them. He defired them more than Gold, yea 
Ve than much fine Gold, and they. were ſmeeter 
ve i unto him tban honey and the boney<comb. 

D. And indeed it is impoſſible it ſhould be 
s? otherwiſe with any Pious Soul, fince in 
un theſe Sacred Books ſhe may find all that 
to If the can defireand with. for. Doth ſhe thirſt 
© after Knewledge, let her come hither and. 


. quench her Thirſt at theſe Sacred Foun- 

BF tains, from which all valuable Knowledge 
to flows. Would ſhe gladly ſettle her Affecki- 
ons upon ſome truly lovely and deſirable 
Objects? O let her draw near, and look: | 
* ſtedfaftly upon her God, who expoſeth as 
much of himſelf to view in this Holy Bock, 

as Humane ſight can bear, and then let her 

ur love an thing elſe, if ſhe can. Here 
„dhe will find him, who alone is lovely, 
day, and what will ſtill more delight and 
pleaſe her, here will ſhe find a ſure way to 
the Eternal injoyment of him, whom ſhe- 

4 ſo much loves; here will ſhe be inſtructed. 

4 how to behave her ſelf fo, that her God, 
whom ſhe thirſts after, may delight in 

© W her, and take her up from beholding his 
binder parts, to that Glorious place, where 


the | 
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ſhe ihall ſee Him Face to Face, and have 2 
full and ſecure Enjoyment of Him for ever 
and ever. O! Let her then come with joy 
unſpeakable to this ſtudy of theſe Divine 
Books, in which ſhe ſhall find all that 4; 
worth Knowing or Loving, all that ſhe De- 
lights in, or Hopes for, all that can make her 
Eaſie here, and r Happy hereafter, 
II. Another way of Converting with 
God is by. Prayer and Praiſe. Firſt, by 
Prayer, by which the Soul makes known 
her wants to God and ſueth to Him for a 
ſupply of them. And what an eaſe muſt 
this be to our Souls; when oppreſſed with 
any trouble, or reduced to any ſtraits or 
exigencies, to have the Liberty of Com- 
municating their Caſe to God, and of beg- 
ging help of Him who they are fure, both 
can and will help them. This is indeed a 
very great and valuable Privilege, and ſuch 
an one, as we ſhall every Day have occaſion 
to make uſe of. Let Afflictions, Croſſes, 
Diſappointment, or Troubles come when 
they will, the Pious Soul knows where ſhe 
may get Protection from them, nay, where 
ſhe may obtain Power to repel them, and 
to make them fly before her. She can call, 
and her God will hear and anſwer, ſhe can 
make her cry in an acceptable time, and 
Hall be deliuered out of all her Yes 
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O! moſt comfortable and delighrful Em- 
ployment! eaſie in performance, and great 
in Reward, pleaſant even in doing, and ex- 
ceeding Beneficial when done; how muſt 
every Soul reſoyce that conſiders this? how 
gladly ought we always to haſten to this 
Holy Exerciſe, which even in our worſt 
and moſt deſperate Caſe will ſtill afford us 
unſpeakable Comfort and Relief. 
Again, as to Praiſe, what more proper 
or agreeable Employment can be found 
out for the Soul, than the Praiſe of Him, 
who Made, Preſerv'd, Redeem d her, and 
is continually doing her Good: The delight 
which . grateful Soul takes in requiting 
it's Benefactours, as far as it is able, is inex- 
preſſible. Thanks and Praiſe is all that we 
can return God for his manifold and great 
Favours, theſe therefore we ſhould always be 
Offering up. We ſbould praiſe his name ſrom 
day to day, nay all the day long ſhould tot haue 
pleaſure therein: We ſhould talk of his Lov- 
ing · kindneſs in the great Congregation, and 
in our Chambers alſo ſhould our Songs be al- 
1 of his Mercy; we ſhould joyn with the 
Holy Angels above, in their Hymns of Praiſe, 
who ceaſe not Day and Night to Praiſe, and 
Magnifie God, but count it their Happineſs 
that they are allowed to ſing of his Mercies, 
whoſe Praiſe fills Heaven and Eartn. _ 
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III. The laſt way of Converling with 
God here on Earth is by Mediration, 


And what refreſhment will it be to om. | 
weary Souls, when quite ſpent and tird I lon- 
out with the buſineſs of this Life, to aſceng I fur 
up to their Native Heaven, and there to Bot 
feaſt themſelves with all the Pleaſures they Ce 
are capable of; to give their Underſtand- nef 
ings, Wills, and Affections their full ſcope, I du, 
to know all that is worth knowing, to wi 
chooſe every thing that is worth their . 


choice, and to love that which alone is 
lovely. Had not the Mind the power of fe 
leaſing it ſelf thus from Earth ſometimes, 
this World would be but a very dull and 
melancholy Place, having nothing in it e 
which can, in any Senſe, ſatisfie our Souls, 5 
and make them truly Eafie and Happy. 
O! Let us then often retire to our Cloſets, 10 
and give our Souls the Pleaſure of Converſ- 1 
ing thus with God, let us be frequent in I 
Reading his Word, in Praying to Him and I ** 
Praifing Him, and in ſending up our Souls 5 
to Him in Religious Meditation. Let us { 
n 
8 
1 
: 
1 


not deny our poor Souls, the only Happi- 
neſs which this World affords them, the 
only Food which can nouriſh them, but let 
them take as much of Heaven here, as they 
can, and Feed at preſent upon the Crumbs 
it Lord's Table, till 

4 


that fall down from their L 
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at it laſt they ſhall be an to fit down. 
at his Table with Him in his Kingdom. 
But if Pleaſure be not ſtrong enough a+ 


Jone to draw. vou to your Cloſer, - yer 


ſure when Profit is joyn'd to it you 2 
not poſſibly. reſiſt, and therefore I will 
— 5 in the laſt place, to ſhow that the E 
neſits which we ſhall receive from the 44 


quent performance of our Cloſer-Duties, 


will be unſpeakably great. 
I. When we have accuſtomed our ſelves 


to delight in our. Cloſets, "me ſhall; never 
ab any time lye upon our N ſhall 
know. where to. Imploy all our vacant 
Hours. And this, as i will be a — — eaſe 
to us here, ſo will it turn to great account 
hereafter, It will at preſent fiee us from all 


thoſe troubles and inconveniencies which 


r 


Idleneſs and want of knowing how to 
ipend our Time continually bring DONS, | 


which are very many and very great, 2 


and take away more then one Third 
from the Catalogue of our Sins. For Yom 


fare I may ſafely ſay that, as Time is = 
nerally Fus above one Third. part of the 


Sins which we commit is owing to Idle- 


neſs. When therefore all our dle Hours 
are turned into Hours of Devotion, how 
Ne better will our Accounts look, ho-] 


much 


| 
| 
l 
| 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 


it will mightily ſhorten our ſad Account, 
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much eafier ſhall we our ſelves be het 
and how much happier hereafter. 
II. The conſtant performance of theſ: 
Duties is a very. likely way to ſettle ſuch 
a firm ſenſe of Religion upon our Minds 
ſhall influence the whole Courſe of our 
Lives. For what we do in our Cloſets, is 
done with a great deal more thoughttul- 
neſs, and makes much deeper Impreſſions 
upon us, than what we do in Publick; fo 
that we may with good Reaſon hope that 
the Religion of our Cloſets will fhoy 
forth it's fruit in all the other parts of our 
Lives and Converſations; and that it will 
bring an habitual Seriouſneſs upon us, and 
fix God ſo firmly in our Thoughts, that 
1 will be no eaſie matter to diſpoſſeſs 
„ HIV ONT 107% CNS VTT 
III. This is the beſt way we can take 
to procure God's Bleſſing upon us here, in 
our Worldly Concerns. For when He ſhall 
look down from Heaven, and behold a 
ſincere and undiſſembling Soul, who does 
not only make a Profeſſion of Him in Pub- 
lick for preſent Advantage, but Worſhips 
Him in the moſt retired Places where no 
Eye can ſee her but his own, I ſay when 
e ſhall behold ſo much true and ſincere 
Religion in any of us, it is ten thouſand 
to one but that He will Bleſs us in _ 
Ait undel- 
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ere, 


The DUTIES of the CLOSE? 


undertake. This, without doubt will make 
us very dear unto Him, for He loves Sin- 
cerity and Truth, and in all probability will 


put us under his particular Care and Pro- 


tection. But, 


IV. And Laftly, whether it obtains an ö i 


Bleſſings for us in this World or no, it wi 

without fail make ſure of thoſe of another 
World. At the Great Day of Retribution, 
when Men ſhall be Rewarded according to 


their Deeds, then will our Father, who 


hath ſeen us in ſecret, Reward us openly 
enongh. Openly indeed, in the Preſence 
of the whole” 7orld, en 

his Holy Angels, and all the Saints in Hea-. 
ven. Then every Moment that was Reli- 
giouſly ſpent in our Cloſets ſhall turn to 
our Advantage, and het to encreaſe our 
Happinefſs. Many ſhall we ſee in that 


Day, who though they made great ſnews 


of Religion in the World, yet really had 
none at all, who frequented the Churches 
to be ſeen of Men, but never 2 
themſelves to God in their Cloſets. Theſe 
Poor Unhappy Wretches, having fadly 


deceived their own Souls, ſhall now find 


the ſad Conſequence of this Deceit; they 
are now unmask'd , and their Form of 


Godlineſs will profit them no more, but 


they ſhall be given up to the Devil, —_ 


in the Preſence of 


180 The DUTIES of the CLOSET. 
Children indeed they have always been, WM 
But the fincere Chriſtian, whoſe Religion Ml 
has not been aCted, but has been hea 

and fincere, and the ſame in the Cloſet that 
it appear'd in the Church, ſhall dwell for 
ever with the God of Truth and Sincerity 
and 8 taſte of thoſe Joys, and 
drink of thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure, which ate 
at God's right hand for evermore. 
If then either the proſpect of preſent 
Pleaſure and Profit, or the hopes of future 
5 ing have any power over us, they 
will oblige us to a conſtant performance of 
the Duties of the Cloſet, which is attend. 
ed with certain Pleaſures and great Profi 
here, and will be rewarded with Eternal 
Happineſs hereafter. And on the contrary, 
the neglect of them, being the higheſt con- 
1 pave of God that can be, as ſhowing that 
we have indeed no true Religion at all, 
but that it is all falſe and counterfeit, and 
that we have no regard at all to the Com- 
mands of God, who has ſtrictly enjoy ned 
is thus to wait upon him in private, will 
ave it's dye reward in Hell, amongſt the 
Wicked. and. . Let us conſider 
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Books Sold by Thomas Speed. 

* Converſation in Heaven. In Two Parts. Being De- 
votions conſiſting of Meditations and Prayers on ſe- 
veral conſiderable Subjects in practical Divinity: The 
contents of which follow, viz. On the Vanity, Vexation, 
and Contempt of the world. On Redemption of Time. On 
the Folly and Danger of deferring Repentance. On the 
Malignity and Evil Nature of Sin. On Watchfulneſs a- 
gainſt Sin and Temptations. Againſt the Sin of Pride. 4- 
gainſt theSin of Unchaftity. Againſt the Sin of Immoderate 
Anger. 4gainſt the Sin of Mur muring and ence au 
midſt Divine Chaftiſements. On Love to Gad. On Zeal 
in the Service of God. On Truſt in Gad. on the - 
Fear of God. On Love and Charity te our Neighbour, 
On Improvement in Grace. On Death. On the left 
Zadgment. On Heaven On Hell and the Eternity of its 
Torments. - On Prayer and the Powerful thereof. 

#0 


4 Perſwaſive to Patience, and a contented & 
Divine Providence under Sickneſs, or any other 4ffliftion 
ed, aur oor hey oe 1 
rate fear of Dea c. On the Bleſſedneſs of 4 Li 
Faith. That the Service of God is Perfe& A $24 5 
the Attractive Pleaſures of a Good Life. On Pwity both 
of Mind and Body. On the Imitation of Chriſt, &c.. To 
each of theſe Meditations follows a Prayer ſuitable 
to the Subject. As alſo Prayers for Morning and Evert» 
ing, and on ſeveral other Occafions. The Third K- 
dition Corrected, with large Additions. Lam price 36. 
Te Evidence of things not ſeen; or the Immortality 
of the Humane Soul, and the ſeparate Condition of it 
in 0 = 3 and 1 3 in 
poſition to the ſpreading Sceptici deli 
of the Age: In Two Diſcourſes The Firſt on the 7 
Epiſt.of ſim, r. Chapter 10.ver. The Second on the 
Parable of Dives and Lazarus, St. Luke 16, from the 


19. | 


"Ho Sold by 1 homas Speed. 
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19. Verſe to the 880 of the Chapter. 470 price 14 

Knowledge and Vertue the great Ornaments of Huma 
Nature. A Sermon peach d before the Gentlemen j 
ducated at Merchant Taylors School, at St. Mary le- Ber 
Dec. 11. 1701. 4c. price 6 d. 

Theſe Three by the Reverend Dr. Lewrence Smith, 
Rector of South warmborough, in Hampſhire. 

The. Excellency and Advantages of Religion. A & 
mon Preach'd for the Reformation of Manners, in ie 
uren at *Nevis'1 in America, Ja) 21. 1700 4to. price 
6 
Piety and: Learning, the Great omen and Char ate 
: of Priefthud. A Farewel Sermon preach'd in St. John 
. 8 in Unmerica, May the 29m, 1701. 40, Price 
+.” Theſe Tuo by the L Reveredd: Mr. Tho. Heshith, 
M. A. and late 'Reftor of St. Tobn's at Nevis in 4 
merica. Nn 

* Sermon at the Funeral of: the Reverend Mr. The 

as Grey; late Vicar of Dedham in Eſſex; Preach d 
in the Pariſh: Church of Dedham, Feb. 2. 1692. with 
1 mort Account of his Life. 1 

Fbe Death of Good Joſtah Lamented. A Sermon oo- 
cafipn'd by the Death of our late moſt Gracious So- 
veraigu Mary of ever Bleſſed Memory. 
| Preach'd at Sa in Cambridgeſtrie, March 30. 


4to.-price's d. 
Aer Two By ofeph Powel, A. M. Rector of Bal- 
405 in Cambriageſbire. 470. price 6 14. | 
Pharmacopeeius & Chymicus,Symmyſtz: ſeu Phar 

macopcin Chymica. In qua Medicamenta Alphabe- 
tice digeſta tam Chywica quam Officinalia, Scitu dig. 
niſſima, uno quaſi intuitu legenda fimul & pernoſcen- 
da, Lectori ſubjiciunter. Authore Joſpua Laſher, N. 
D. & Coll. Div. Joban. Bapt. in | Univer, Oxon. olim 
Socks! 125. price ; 25. 5 
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